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PLANNING BOARD 

Report to Town Council 
 
 
Order:   2026-067 
Petitioner:  James F. Burgess, Jr. 
Date referred:  July 13, 2026 
Date hearing opened:  September 8, 2026 
Date hearing closed:  September 8, 2026 
Date of report:  September 10, 2026 
   

 
 

PETITION 
Amend Chapter 200 of the General Code of the Town of Randolph, concerning Planned Residential 
Development, pursuant to M.G.L. chapter 40A, Section 5. 

 
 
BACKGROUND 
Planned Residential Development (PRD) zoning adopted in 2021 was intended to permit small scale 
community-oriented housing  options that might be attractive to young homeowners and downsizing 
seniors.  The ordinance included site and design standards that would permit  development that aligns 
with the goals of the Commonwealth for housing choice and sustainable development principles while 
providing for single-family detached houses that take up less land reversing trends of bigger and bigger 
homes. 
       
There have been two (2) project submissions to the Town under this ordinance. One proposal was 
withdrawn without prejudice and the other was approved following lengthy discussions through four 
(4) meetings.  Both proposals met with varying degrees of opposition  from the neighbors. 
 
AMENDMENTS TO ORDINANCE(S) 
The order proposed by Councilor Burgess deletes the entire Planned Residential Development 
ordinance and related language throughout Chapter 200. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
The Planning Board voted 3-0-0 NOT to RECOMMEND ADOPTION of the proposal. 
 
The Board recommends AMENDING articles 9.2 and 4.6 related to Planned Residential Development.   
Detailed amendments are specified as an attachment to this report.  
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DISCUSSION 
On August 17, 2026, the Planning Board Chairman and Planning Director met with the petitioner and 
the Town Council Ordinance Subcommittee during their public meeting.  The discussion of the 
ordinance, as written, included:   
 

• Stakeholder Impact: Acknowledging operational and design hurdles for developers, special 
permit authorities, and neighbors. 

• Housing Solutions: Recognizing that PRD alternatives remain a crucial tool for addressing 
housing availability in Randolph. 

 
There followed a recommendation to AMEND the zoning ordinance, which balances local housing 
growth needs with the practical regulatory concerns raised by stakeholders rather than a full deletion.  
 
The proposed amendments were discussed during the Planning Board public hearing of September 8, 
2026 and the final recommendation for amendments is included as an attachment to this report. 
 




























