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RIO DELL CITY COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING – 6:00 P.M.  
TUESDAY, JULY 7TH, 2026   
City Council Chambers   
675 Wildwood Avenue, Rio Dell 

A. CALL TO ORDER

The regular meeting of the Rio Dell City Council was called to order at approximately 6:00 
PM by Mayor Garnes. 

B. ROLL CALL

Present: 
• Mayor Garnes
• Mayor Pro Tem Carter
• Council Member Orr
• Council Member Wilson
• Council Member Woodall

Staff Present: 
• City Manager Kyle Knopp
• Finance Director Travis Sanborn
• Wastewater Superintendent Moore
• RDPD Chief Phinney
• Community Service Officer Clark
• Community Service Officer Wolfe
• City Clerk Jessica Hill
• Sr. Fiscal Assistant Rosa Maciel

C. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by the Council. 

D. CEREMONIAL MATTERS

No ceremonial matters were presented. 

E. PUBLIC PRESENTATIONS

Mayor Garnes opened the public presentations portion of the meeting. No public 
comments were received. Mayor Garnes closed public presentations. 

F. CONSENT CALENDAR

The following items were on the Consent Calendar: 

• 2026/0707.01 – Approve Minutes of the June 16th, 2026, Regular Meeting
• 2026/0707.02 – Regional Surface Transportation Program Claim for Fiscal Year

2025-26
No items were removed from the Consent Calendar. 
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ACTION: Motion by Mayor Pro Tem Carter, seconded by Council Member Woodall, to 
approve the Consent Calendar. Motion carried 5–0. 

G. ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT CALENDAR 

No items were removed from the Consent Calendar. 

H. REPORTS / STAFF COMMUNICATIONS 

1. 2026/0707.03 – City Manager/Staff Update (RECEIVE & FILE) 

City Manager Knopp: Reported that the Animal Care and Control Ad Hoc Committee has 
been meeting to discuss kenneling options, including potential sites within the City, and 
that a related agenda item is scheduled for the July 21st Council meeting. He also 
announced a police-versus-fire softball game fundraiser on Friday, July 10th, from 5 to 7 
p.m. at the Scotia Fireman's Park, with first pitch at 6 p.m., encouraging the community to 
attend in support of local first responders. 

Mayor Pro Tem Carter asked about the four dogs recently transported to police department 
kennels, and whether they were reunited with their owners. Chief Phinney confirmed that 
all four animals were returned to their owners, noting that for most of the animals 
reclaiming took an extended time, in one case nearly a week, due to an animal hearing and 
associated fees that had to be resolved. 

Council Member Orr and Council Member Wilson had no questions for staff. No questions 
were raised by the public.  

Prior to moving to Reports/Staff Communications, the City Manager requested Council 
consideration of two urgency items not listed on the agenda: a letter of support related to 
Amtrak Thruway bus service in Humboldt County, and acceptance of a California Highway 
Patrol Cannabis Tax Fund Grant Program award. The City Manager advised that both items 
arose after the agenda was posted and required a four-fifths vote of the Council to be 
added to the agenda. 

ACTION: Motion made by Mayor Pro Tem Carter to add the two urgency items to the 
agenda, seconded by Council Member Woodall. Motion carried 5–0.  

I. SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS / STUDY SESSIONS 

1. 2026/0707.04 – Annual Adjustment to Solid Waste Franchise Agreement Held by 
Recology Eel River (DISCUSSION/POSSIBLE ACTION) 

City Manager Knopp introduced the item as the annual rate update under the franchise 
agreement, noting the agreement was originally negotiated with Eel River Disposal and 



City of Rio Dell – Minutes 
Regular City Council Meeting  June 16nd, 2026  Page 3 of 9 

later assumed by Recology, and that the current agreement expires at the end of December 
2026, with staff continuing to negotiate a successor agreement in coordination with 
regional agency partners. 

Frank Nelson of Recology Eel River addressed the Council. He reported on improvements 
made by Recology's 107 employee-owners since the retirement of former General Manager 
Linda Wise, including a reduction in average call center response time to under 40 seconds 
and a consistent customer satisfaction rating of 4.8–4.9 out of 5. He reported a service 
failure rate of less than 1% across approximately 60,000 unique services provided. He 
explained that this year's rate increase was driven primarily by the recycling processing 
component, due to the labor-intensive nature of hand-sorted recycling at Recology's 
Samoa facility, weak market values for recycled commodities, and a decline in CRV-eligible 
material collected curbside. He noted Recology reduced processing labor by 
approximately 3,000 man-hours this year to help offset costs. He stated the weighted 
average rate increase was just above 4%, and that a typical 32-gallon residential customer 
in Rio Dell would see an increase of approximately $1.90 to $1.97 per month. 

Councilmember Wilson thanked Recology for holding rate increases down despite rising 
costs generally, and commented that the increase compared favorably to other cost 
increases residents are experiencing. 

No members of the public wished to comment on this item. 

ACTION: Motion made by Mayor Pro Tem Carter to approve the proposed rate 
adjustment with Recology Eel River, seconded by Council Member Woodall. Motion 
carried 5–0. 

2. 2026/0707.05 – Replacement of Belt Filter Press Cake Conveyance Components and 
Associated Budget Amendment (ACTION) 

Wastewater Superintendent Marshall Moore presented the item, explaining that the belt 
filter press's ribbon screw has developed a bend that is damaging the press liner, requiring 
significant recurring maintenance approximately every four months, including removal of 
the motor and driveshaft to access the screw. Following consultation with AeroMod, the 
original equipment manufacturer, staff recommended replacing the ribbon screw 
conveyance with a cake pump system at an estimated cost of approximately $54,000, 
which would eliminate the recurring liner wear. He noted the alternative of purchasing a 
replacement ribbon screw, at an estimated cost of approximately $30,000, would not 
eliminate the underlying wear issue. 

Mayor Pro Tem Carter asked for clarification on which piece of equipment was being 
discussed. Superintendent Moore clarified that the component is the conveyance step 
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immediately before the biosolids dryer, where material from the belt filter press drops into 
a trough and hopper before being pumped into the dryer. 

No members of the public wished to comment on this item. 

ACTION: Motion made by Council Member Orr to approve the purchase of the AeroMod 
cake pump system, adopt Resolution No. 1674-2026 amending the FY 2026-27 budget 
to appropriate $54,035, and find AeroMod to be a sole source vendor under RDMC 
3.30.070 as the original equipment manufacturer, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Carter. 
Motion carried 5–0. 

3. Acceptance of California Highway Patrol Cannabis Tax Fund Grant Program Award 
(Added Item – ACTION) (Staff Report and/or Supportive Documents attached at the 
end of these transcribed minutes) 

Police Chief Josh Phinney presented the item, reminding the Council that on January 20th it 
had approved Resolution No. 1658-2026 authorizing submission of a grant application to 
the California Highway Patrol Cannabis Tax Fund for salaries, benefits, training, equipment, 
and public education related to enforcement of impaired driving, including cannabis-
impaired driving. Eligible uses include officer overtime for enforcement, Drug Evaluation 
and Classification Program training such as Drug Recognition Expert courses, equipment 
such as a roadside substance-identification device, and public education. The City had 
originally requested $160,000 of the $500,000 cap available to the City and was awarded 
$108,178.75 for the upcoming fiscal year. Chief Phinney apologized that the item did not 
make the printed agenda, explaining that notification of the award was received July 3rd 
with a 10-day acceptance window, and requested Council adopt Resolution No. 1676-2026 
accepting the grant. 

Mayor Pro Tem Carter congratulated the Police Department and noted there is no local 
match required. Councilmember Wilson asked whether the State had established a legal 
impairment threshold for cannabis, similar to the 0.08 blood alcohol standard. Chief 
Phinney explained that a presumptive roadside test can now detect the presence of 
cannabis, but the State has not established a numeric legal threshold; enforcement 
instead relies on the presence of a drug combined with an officer's observation of 
impairment through field sobriety testing. 

No members of the public wished to comment on this item. 

ACTION: Motion made by Council Member Orr to adopt Resolution No. 1676-2026, 
accepting the California Highway Patrol Cannabis Tax Fund Grant Program award, 
seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Carter. Motion carried 5–0. 
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4. Letter Related to Amtrak Bus Service in Humboldt County (Added Item – ACTION) 
(Staff Report and/or Supportive Documents attached at the end of these transcribed 
minutes) 

Mayor Garnes, who serves on the Humboldt Transit Authority (HTA) Board, explained that 
Amtrak is deciding whether to continue Thruway bus connector service in Humboldt 
County, and that HTA is asking member jurisdictions to submit letters of support for 
continued service given the importance and expense of regional transportation options out 
of Humboldt County. City Manager Knopp noted that the letter language was provided by 
HTA as a form letter for all supporting jurisdictions. 

No members of the public wished to comment on this item. 

ACTION: Motion made by Mayor Pro Tem Carter to authorize the Mayor to sign the 
attached letter of support, seconded by Council Member Woodall. Motion carried 5–0. 

J. SPECIAL CALL ITEMS / COMMUNITY AFFAIRS / PUBLIC HEARINGS  

No special call items, community affairs, or public hearings were presented. 

K. ORDINANCES / SPECIAL RESOLUTIONS / PUBLIC HEARINGS 

1. 2026/0707.06 – Public Hearing to Confirm Delinquent Sewer Charges for Placement 
on the Fiscal Year 2026-27 Property Tax Roll (ACTION) 

Finance Director Travis Sanborn presented the item, explaining that this is an annual public 
hearing conducted under Rio Dell Municipal Code Sections 13.10.242 through 13.10.246 
and California Health and Safety Code Sections 5473 through 5473.7, which allow the City 
to collect delinquent sewer charges through the county property tax roll when other 
collection methods have been unsuccessful. He noted that a written report of affected 
parcels had been prepared and filed, that affected property owners were mailed written 
notice of the delinquency and this hearing, and that any account paid in full on or before 
August 6, 2026 would be removed from the report before submission to the County. He 
recommended the Council open the public hearing, receive testimony, close the hearing, 
and adopt Resolution No. 1675-2026 confirming the report and directing the Humboldt 
County Auditor-Controller to place the charges on the FY 2026-27 secured property tax roll. 

Mayor Garnes opened the public hearing. Al Petrovich addressed the Council, stating that 
he had not received adequate time to prepare a response to the notice dated July 1, 2026, 
and requested that consideration of his parcel be delayed to the next Council meeting so 
that he could present a more complete argument regarding why he believes the charge 
should not apply to his property. 
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In response to Council questions, City Manager Knopp and Finance Director Sanborn 
clarified that the Council could adopt the resolution as presented for all listed parcels, with 
affected owners retaining the ability to pay in full by August 6, 2026 to avoid placement on 
the tax roll, or the Council could remove a specific parcel from the resolution and address 
it separately at a future meeting. Staff noted that a decision not to adopt the resolution 
would prevent any of the listed delinquent charges from being submitted to the County. 

Following discussion, the Council determined to adopt the resolution as presented, 
including Mr. Petrovich's parcel, and to separately agendize his parcel at the July 21st 
meeting so that he may present his argument in full, with the Council retaining the ability at 
that time to modify, waive, or otherwise address the charge. 

Hearing no further public comment, Mayor Garnes closed the public hearing. 

ACTION: Motion made by Council Member Orr to adopt Resolution No. 1675-2026, 
confirming the report of delinquent sewer service charges and directing the Humboldt 
County Auditor-Controller to place the charges on the fiscal year 2026-27 secured 
property tax roll, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Carter. Motion carried 4–1, Council 
Member Wilson voting Nay. 

The City Manager was directed to place the parcel associated with Mr. Petrovich's account 
on the July 21st agenda so the Council may hear his argument and determine whether to 
modify the charge. 

2. 2026/0707.07 – Public Hearing on the Cost Recovery for the Abatement of 185 
Douglas St. (ACTION) 

Community Service Officer Mary Clark presented the item, reporting that the abatement at 
185 Douglas Street occurred on March 4, 2026, during which two 40-yard dumpsters of 
solid waste and multiple junk vehicles were removed from the property. The City's cost for 
the abatement was determined to be $3,391.06. The estate of the property owner was 
notified of the cost recovery assessment and payment deadline of April 10, 2026, and no 
payment or payment plan has been established. 

Mayor Garnes opened the public hearing. No members of the public wished to comment, 
and no hands were raised or emails received. Mayor Garnes closed the public hearing. 

ACTION: Motion made by Mayor Pro Tem Carter to approve the Findings and Order 
Confirming Account and Assessment for the abatement of 185 Douglas Street, 
seconded by Council Member Woodall. Motion carried 5–0. 

3. 2026/0707.08 – Public Hearing on the Cost Recovery for the Abatement of 483 Fourth 
Ave. (ACTION) 
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Community Service Officer Mary Clark presented the item, reporting that the abatement at 
483 Fourth Avenue occurred on February 10, 2026, during which one 30-yard dumpster of 
solid waste was filled and two junk vehicles were removed from the property. The City's 
cost for the abatement was determined to be $2,810.84. 

Mayor Garnes opened the public hearing. No members of the public wished to comment. 
Mayor Garnes closed the public hearing. 

ACTION: Motion made by Mayor Pro Tem Carter to approve the Findings and Order 
Confirming Account and Assessment for the abatement of 483 Fourth Avenue, 
seconded by Council Member Woodall. Motion carried 5–0.  

4. 2026/0707.09 – Public Hearing on the Cost Recovery for the Abatement of 520 First 
Ave. (ACTION) 

Community Service Officer Mary Clark presented the item, reporting that the abatement at 
520 First Avenue occurred on January 12th and 13th, 2026, during which three 40-yard 
dumpsters of solid waste along with multiple junk vehicles and parts were removed from 
the property. Due to the condition of the residence, Pacific Gas and Electric responded to 
disconnect services, and workers with Wendt Construction assisted in securing the 
entrances to the residence. The City's cost for the abatement was determined to be 
$10,689.00. 

Mayor Garnes opened the public hearing. No members of the public wished to comment. 
Mayor Garnes closed the public hearing. 

ACTION: Motion made by Mayor Pro Tem Carter to approve the Findings and Order 
Confirming Account and Assessment for the abatement of 520 First Avenue. Motion 
carried 5–0. 

5. 2026/0707.10 – Public Hearing on the Cost Recovery for the Abatement of 337 
Second Ave. (ACTION) 

Community Service Officer Libbi Wolfe presented the item, reporting that the abatement at 
337 Second Avenue occurred on January 9, 2026, during which two 40-yard dumpsters of 
solid waste and vegetation were removed from the property. The City's cost for the 
abatement was determined to be $4,087.83. 

Mayor Garnes opened the public hearing. No members of the public wished to comment. 
Mayor Garnes closed the public hearing. 

ACTION: Motion made by Mayor Pro Tem Carter to approve the Findings and Order 
Confirming Account and Assessment for the abatement of 337 Second Avenue. Motion 
carried 5–0. 
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L. COUNCIL REPORTS / COMMUNICATIONS 

Mayor Pro Tem Carter: 

• The Chamber of Commerce meeting has moved to Tuesday, July 14th at 6:00 p.m.; 
location to be confirmed. 

• The school board meets July 14th at 6:30 p.m. at the school; the Fire District Board 
of Directors meets July 15th at 5:30 p.m. at the fire hall. 

• June Community Resource Center statistics: commodity distribution served 350 
people; emergency food was provided to 198 people; housing assistance was 
provided to 4 people; career assistance was provided to 26 people; laundry 
vouchers were provided to 30 people; and spay/neuter vouchers were provided to 8 
people. 

• An emergency food preparation workshop presented by the UC Cooperative 
Extension will be held Tuesday, July 14th from 4 to 6 p.m., along with a reduce-
reuse-recycle sculpture class led by Elizabeth Warren. 

• The Resource Center's first perimenopause support group will be held Wednesday, 
July 8th from 4 to 5 p.m. 

• Mayor Pro Tem Carter requested that an update on the spay/neuter voucher 
program and its future be added to a future agenda, either within the Animal Care 
and Control ad hoc item or as a separate item. Council consensus was to place it as 
a separate agenda item. 

Council Member Orr: 

Nothing to report. 

Council Member Wilson: 

• Reported on the most recent RCEA meeting. RCEA's rates are currently about half a 
percent below PG&E's, and due to declining revenue the agency is considering a rate 
increase; a proposal to raise rates 12.5% above PG&E parity (approximately $5 per 
month) was scaled back by motion to a 10% cap, with an official vote expected at 
RCEA's next meeting, and any increase effective September 2026. Councilmember 
Wilson noted that RCEA member agencies are not required to unanimously agree 
with rate actions, and stated he would vote in accordance with the Council's 
direction. He further explained that RCEA reinvests its approximately $10 million in 
annual margin locally, supporting roughly $6 million in wages for around 45 local 
employees as well as community programs such as e-bike and solar incentives, 
money that would otherwise flow to PG&E shareholders. 

Council Member Woodall: 
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• Reported that the community garden is progressing well, with an opening planned to 
coincide with Wildwood Days, and thanked the Conservation Corps for its 
continued involvement. She also noted that several downtown buildings have been 
improved recently, including the liquor store and a local bank building, and 
commented positively on the overall improvement of businesses along Main Street. 

Mayor Garnes: 

• Noted the Amtrak/HTA letter as a significant item from the meeting. 

M. ADJOURNMENT 

ACTION: Motion to adjourn made by Mayor Pro Tem Carter, seconded by Mayor Garnes. 
Motion carried 5–0. 
 
The meeting adjourned at approximately 7:02PM. The next regular City Council meeting is 
scheduled for Tuesday, July 21, 2026 at 6:00 PM. 

 

APPROVED: 

_______________________________________ 
Debra L. Garnes, Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

_______________________________________ 

Jessica Hill, City Clerk 
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    STAFF REPORT  
City Council Consent Calendar Agenda Item 

 
DATE: July 7th  2026 
 
TO:  Honorable Mayor and Council Members 
 
FROM: Josh Phinney, Chief of Police 
 
THROUGH: Kyle Knopp, City Manager 
 
SUBJECT:     Police Department Bi-Weekly Report for June/July 2026 
 
Staff Recommendation: 
 
 
Patrol Statistics: 
During June 11th – July 7th 2026, the Rio Dell Police Department handled 396 total incidents of which 219 were calls for 
service and 177 were proactive contacts/stops. 10 arrests were made. A total of 7 citations were issued for traffic offenses 
or other miscellaneous criminal violations. 24 total cases requiring investigation were taken.  
 
Staffing:  
  

• FULL STAFF. 
 

Community Events / Notable Cases: 
 

• Softball Match between Rio Dell Police and Rio Dell Fire scheduled on July 10th from 5pm-7pm at the 
Scotia Fireman’s Park Baseball Field. Game will kick off at 6pm. Open to community to come support 
your local first responders. 

• Loleta resident Juvenile on E-Motorcycle fled from officers after a stop was attempted for excessive speed. 
After some reckless driving through the avenues, officers located the juvenile on Pacific. He was cited for 
felony evasion and motorcycle towed. Juvenile released to parent pending court date.  

 
 
CSO Total calls for service: 57  
 
Abatement Projects: 
  
Residential Abatement: 
   

• 68 vegetation letters sent to Property Owners  
• 80 Active Cases  

 
Vehicular Abatement: 
 

• 10 total cases  
• 4 vehicles towed 



Rio Dell Police Department                                        Josh Phinney – Chief of Police 
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Animals  
 

• 29 animal related calls for service  
• 1 Nuisance dog hearing  
• 4 dogs transported to Fortuna PD Kennels   

 



 
 

 
675 Wildwood Avenue 
Rio Dell, CA 95562 

  
 

TO:   Mayor and Members of the City Council 
 
FROM:  Josh Phinney, Chief of Police 
 
THROUGH:   Kyle Knopp, City Manager  
 
DATE:  July 07, 2026 
 
SUBJECT: Staff Report Summary: Acceptance of California Highway Patrol 

Cannabis Tax Fund Grant Program Award 
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
Adopt Resolution No. 1676-2026 accepting a Cannabis Tax Fund Grant Program 
(CTFGP) award from the California Highway Patrol in the amount of $108,178.75 and 
authorizing the City Manager to execute the Grant Agreement and all related documents. 

 

BACKGROUND 

Earlier this year, the City Council adopted Resolution No. 1658-2026 authorizing the Rio 
Dell Police Department to apply for funding through the California Highway Patrol's 
Cannabis Tax Fund Grant Program. The application requested approximately $160,000 to 
support impaired driving enforcement, officer training, public education, and specialized 
equipment. 

The California Highway Patrol has now notified the City that the Rio Dell Police 
Department has been conditionally awarded $108,178.75 under the Fiscal Year 2026-
2027 Cannabis Tax Fund Grant Program.  

As a condition of award, CHP requires documentation from the City's governing body 
authorizing acceptance of the grant and execution of the Grant Agreement before funds 
may be released.  



 

DISCUSSION 

The grant will support the Police Department's ongoing efforts to reduce impaired driving 
through: 

• DUI/DUID saturation patrols  
• Advanced impaired driving training  
• Public education and prevention efforts  
• Specialized traffic safety equipment  

There is no local matching fund requirement, and acceptance of the grant will not 
supplant existing City funding. 

Acceptance of this grant will allow the Police Department to continue proactive traffic 
safety efforts while reducing the financial burden on the City's General Fund. 

 

FISCAL IMPACT 

Revenue of $108,178.75 in grant funding. 

No General Fund match is required. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Resolution No. 1676-2026  
2. California Highway Patrol Intent to Award Letter 

 



Resolution No. 1676-2026 
AUTHORIZING THE CHIEF OF POLICE TO ACCEPT A GRANT AWARD FROM THE CALIFORNIA HIGHWAY PATROL 

 
 
 
 
 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 1676-2026 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RIO DELL ACCEPTING A 
CANNABIS TAX FUND GRANT PROGRAM (CTFGP) AWARD FROM THE 
CALIFORNIA HIGHWAY PATROL IN THE AMOUNT OF $108,178.75 AND 
AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE THE GRANT AGREEMENT AND 
RELATED DOCUMENTS 

WHEREAS, the California Highway Patrol (CHP) administers the Cannabis Tax Fund Grant 
Program (CTFGP) to provide funding to local law enforcement agencies for projects that reduce 
impaired driving and improve traffic safety; and 

WHEREAS, on January 20, 2026, the City Council adopted Resolution No. 1658-2026 authorizing 
submission of a grant application under the Fiscal Year 2026-2027 Cannabis Tax Fund Grant 
Program; and 

WHEREAS, the Rio Dell Police Department has been conditionally awarded One Hundred Eight 
Thousand One Hundred Seventy-Eight Dollars and Seventy-Five Cents ($108,178.75) through 
the Fiscal Year 2026-2027 Cannabis Tax Fund Grant Program; and  

WHEREAS, the California Highway Patrol requires documentation from the City's governing body 
authorizing acceptance of the grant award and execution of the Grant Agreement and related 
documents; and  

WHEREAS, acceptance of this grant will provide funding for impaired driving enforcement, 
officer training, public education, and related equipment, thereby improving traffic safety within the 
City of Rio Dell; and 

WHEREAS, acceptance of the grant requires no local matching funds and will not supplant 
existing City funding. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Rio Dell, 
California, as follows: 

Section 1. Grant Acceptance. 

The City Council hereby accepts the California Highway Patrol Cannabis Tax Fund Grant Program 
award in the amount of $108,178.75 for the Fiscal Year 2026-2027 grant cycle. 

 



Resolution No. 1676-2026 
AUTHORIZING THE CHIEF OF POLICE TO ACCEPT A GRANT AWARD FROM THE CALIFORNIA HIGHWAY PATROL 

Section 2. Authorization. 

The City Council authorizes the Chief of Police, or designee, to execute the Grant Agreement and 
all related documents necessary to accept, administer, and implement the grant. 

Section 3. Administration. 

The Rio Dell Police Department shall administer the grant-funded project in accordance with all 
applicable federal, state, and California Highway Patrol grant requirements. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Rio Dell at a regular meeting held 
on the ___ day of __________, 2026, by the following vote: 

Ayes: Garnes, Carter, Woodall, Orr, Wilson 
Noes: None 
Abstain:  
Absent:  

 

 

____________________________________ 

Debra L. Garnes, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

______________________________________ 

Jessica Hill, City Clerk 

 



State of California-Transportation Agency  GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor 

DEPARTMENT OF CALIFORNIA HIGHWAY PATROL 

Safety, Service, and Security  An Internationally Accredited Agency 
 

 

601 North 7th Street 
Sacramento, CA 95811 
(916) 843-4360 
(800) 735-2929 (TT/TDD) 
(800) 735-2922 (Voice) 
 
June 30, 2026 
 
File No.:  060.17344.19741 
 
Chief Josh Phinney 
Rio Dell Police Department 
675 Wildwood Avenue 
Rio Dell, CA 95562 
 
Dear Chief Phinney: 
 
On behalf of the California Highway Patrol (CHP), it is my pleasure to inform you, the Rio Dell Police 
Department, is conditionally approved for Cannabis Tax Fund Grant Program (CTFGP) funding in the 
amount of $108,178.75.  The purpose of this grant funding is to help your agency reduce and mitigate the 
impacts of impaired driving in your community. 
 
All grant awards, including any adjustments to requested funding, were made by the Department based on 
the merits of the Grant Application, scale of operation, and in accordance with the Request for 
Application (RFA) requirements and associated regulations.  
 
The official Grant Agreement for signature is forthcoming.  In order to execute your Grant Agreement, 
please provide documentation from a local governing body, authorizing your organization to receive this 
grant funding, to the Cannabis Grants Unit, by email at CGUGrants@chp.ca.gov, as soon as possible.  
Refer to California Code of Regulations Title 13, Division 2, Chapter 13, Section 1890.13(g) for 
additional information.   
 
The CHP looks forward to partnering with you and your agency on this project in an effort to make 
California’s roadways a safer place to travel.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact the 
Cannabis Grants Unit at (916) 843-4360. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
For/ 

 
M. W. HEADRICK, Chief 
Enforcement and Planning Division 
 

mailto:CGUGrants@chp.ca.gov


Rio Dell City Hall 
675 Wildwood Avenue 
Rio Dell, CA 95562 
(707) 764-3532
cityofriodell.ca.gov

July 7, 2026 

TO:  Rio Dell City Council 

FROM: Kyle Knopp, City Manager   

SUBJECT: Letter Related to AmTrak Bus Services in Humboldt County 

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE CITY COUNCIL: 

First: Authorize this item to be heard as an urgency matter (4/5 vote). 

Authorize the Mayor to sign the attached letter; or, 

Take no action.  

BACKGROUND AND DISCUSSION 

At the Request of the Humboldt Transit Authority (HTA), an urgent request has been made for 
the City of Rio Dell to issue correspondence supporting AmTrak’s retention of scheduled bus 
services in Humboldt County, known as Route 7. This item was raised to the City’s attention 
after publication of the agenda on July 2, 2026.  

Given Humboldt County's median household income of approximately $61,000 and a poverty 
rate approaching one in five residents, commercial air travel remains financially inaccessible for 
many, particularly given the elevated airfares typical of small regional airports. This is especially 
consequential for access to specialty medical care not available locally, as residents routinely 
travel out of the area for treatment, specialist visits, and procedures. AmTrak’s Route 7 provides 
an affordable, dependable alternative that supports healthcare access, educational and 
employment opportunities, and family connections across the state. Staff believes continued 
federal investment in this route is a matter of transportation equity for rural communities and 
recommends Council support the attached letter to Amtrak. 

/// 



 
Rio Dell City Hall 
675 Wildwood Avenue 
Rio Dell, CA 95562  
(707) 764-3532 
cityofriodell.ca.gov 
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July 7, 2026 
 
Amtrak Headquarters 
1 Massachusetts Ave., NW 
Washington, DC 20001 
 
Re: Support for Continued Amtrak Gold Runner Route 7 Service to Humboldt County 
 
To Whom It May Concern, 
  
I am writing to express my strong support for the continued operation and investment in 
Amtrak Gold Runner Route 7 serving Humboldt County. This service provides an 
essential transportation connection for our region and fulfills a role that cannot be 
replicated by existing local or regional transit services.  
 
Humboldt County is one of California's most geographically isolated regions. While our 
local public transit network provides vital mobility within the county and to those 
adjacent, residents have very limited options for traveling to the rest of the state. Gold 
Runner Route 7 provides direct connections from Humboldt County to Martinez and 
numerous communities throughout Northern California, where passengers can 
seamlessly connect to Amtrak's statewide rail network and other transit services. This 
connection opens access to destinations throughout California that would otherwise 
require lengthy drives or prohibitively expensive flights. 
 
It is important to recognize that Gold Runner Route 7 serves a fundamentally different 
purpose than Humboldt Transit Authority's North State Express Route 101. North State 
Express is designed as a limited intercity regional service connecting Humboldt County 
with Mendocino County in Ukiah. Gold Runner Route 7, however, is an interregional 
connector that integrates Humboldt County into California's passenger rail network, 
providing access to destinations across the state. These services complement one 
another but serve different purposes and clientele. For the same reasons it is not as cost 
effective to serve this area, the North State Express 101 is also facing financial hardship.  
 
This distinction is especially important given the demographics of Humboldt County. Our 
county has approximately 132,000 residents, a median household income of only about 
$61,000, well below the California median, and nearly one in five residents lives below 
the federal poverty level. Many residents are students, seniors, individuals with 
disabilities, and families living on fixed or modest incomes. 
 
Therefore, for most residents, commercial air travel is financially out of reach. Humboldt 
County's geographic isolation and limited commercial air service frequently result in 
airfare that is significantly more expensive than in larger metropolitan areas. As a result, 
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many residents simply cannot afford to fly, severely limiting their ability to access other 
areas. This is particularly significant because many specialty medical services are 
unavailable locally. Residents regularly travel outside Humboldt County for advanced 
medical treatment, specialist appointments, and surgical procedures. Gold Runner 
Route 7 provides an affordable and dependable transportation option that helps 
reduce barriers to accessing these critical healthcare services. 
 
The value of Route 7 extends beyond individual trips. For rural communities like 
Humboldt County, transportation equity means ensuring residents have affordable 
access to the rest of California. Gold Runner Route 7 is that connection to the state's 
broader passenger transportation network. Losing this service would disproportionately 
affect those with the fewest transportation alternatives and create additional barriers 
for rural residents seeking healthcare, education, employment, and family connections. 
 
We respectfully urge continued support and investment in Amtrak Gold Runner Route 7. 
Maintaining this service ensures that Humboldt County residents remain connected to 
opportunities throughout California and that rural communities receive the 
transportation access necessary to participate fully in our state's economy and public 
life. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 Debra L. Garnes 
 Mayor 
 City of Rio Dell 
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