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 The Housing Element is one of the seven mandatory elements of a city or 
county General Plan under California law. The General Plan is the 
community’s overall long-range policy document that guides land use, 
development, transportation, conservation, and other decisions.

Land Use Element Circulation Element Conservation Element

Open Space Element Noise Element Safety Element

 The Housing Element identifies the community’s existing and projected 
housing needs and establishes policies and programs to accommodate 
those needs, including the State-mandated Regional Housing Needs 
Allocation (RHNA).
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 RHNA – Is California’s process for determining how much new housing each 
city and county should plan for in its Housing Element over an approximately 
eight-year planning period.

 The purpose of RHNA is to ensure that communities throughout California 
plan for enough housing to accommodate projected population growth 
and the housing needs of households at all income levels.

 Importantly, RHNA does not require a city to build the assigned number of 
housing units. Rather, it requires the City to demonstrate through its Housing 
Element that there are appropriate policies, programs, and adequately 
zoned sites available to accommodate its assigned housing need.

The population in Humboldt County has decreased by about 5,000 people 
since 2020.  In Rio Dell the population has decrease by about 30 people or 1%
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Questions

What types of housing?

Where should it go?
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Zero New Homes 

For Sale
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1. How long have you lived in Rio Dell?

HOUSING ELEMENT SURVEY RESULTS AS OF SEPTEMBER 18, 2026
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2. What best describes your household?
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3. What is your current housing situation?
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4. What are the most important housing issues facing 

Rio Dell?
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5. Are you concerned about your ability to afford 

housing in Rio Dell?
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6. Have you or someone in your household 

experienced any of the following in the past five 

years?
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7. What type of housing should Rio Dell encourage?
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8. Where should future housing be located?
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9. What housing features are most 

important to you?



HOUSING ELEMENT 7TH CYCLE 2027 – 2035 

3

13

25

19

12

26

1

11

10

9

1

0 5 10 15 20 25 30

No answer

More parks and recreation

Sidewalk and street improvements

More shopping and services

Better public ssafety

More employment opportunities

More housing

Public transportation improvements

Beautification ann landscaping

Community gathering places

Community events

10. What improvements would make Rio Dell a 

better place to live?
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11. What barriers make it difficult to develop housing in 

Rio Dell?
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Summary of Responses

 Affordable/low-income housing.

 Senior housing.

 Single-family housing for families.

 Housing for people with disabilities.

 Housing for unhoused residents.

 Alternative housing types.

 Homeownership and local wealth-building.

 Opposing view: A couple respondents stated that housing is not needed in Rio Dell.

12. WHAT TYPES OF HOUSING ARE MOST NEEDED IN RIO DELL?
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13.  What concerns do you have about future housing development?

Summary of Responses

• Overconcentration of lower-income housing.

• Housing mix and compatibility.

• Affordability and costs.

• Limited land availability.

• Community services and public safety.

• Property maintenance.

• Environmental impacts.

• Timeliness of development.



Summary of ideas and suggestions

 Streamline development

 Reduce regulatory barriers

 Increase affordability

 Expand accessible housing

 Encourage specific housing development

 Improve existing properties

 Control utility costs
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14.  What ideas or suggestions do you have for improving housing 
opportunities in Rio Dell?
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Questions/Suggetsions/Comments

Contact Information

Kevin Caldwell

caldwellk@cityofriodell.ca.gov

(707) 764-3532

Survey: www.cityofriodell.ca.gov

mailto:caldwellk@cityofriodell.ca.gov

