RESOLUTION NO. 26 - 65
A Resolution to Rescind Resolution 26-22 and Resolution 26-34 and Update Plan for Richland County EMS

WHEREAS, in Resolution 26-22 and Resolution 26-34, the Richland County Board of Supervisors
approved countywide emergency medical response for Richland County, and

WHEREAS, the Board previously approved funding to provide EMS services throughout the county,
I.e., countywide EMS, to be funded through a tax levy above the county’s statutory levy limit, and

WHEREAS, multiple towns passed resolutions to authorize joint legal and regulatory action against the
county based upon an argument that the county’s plan was not “countywide EMS” such that the exception to the
county’s levy limit would not apply for purposes of funding the service, and

WHEREAS, the county has determined that the legal and regulatory uncertainty surrounding the
proposed countywide EMS plan creates an untenable situation in that even if the county prevails in arguing its
proposal provides “countywide EMS,” there are many towns within the county that would nonetheless be upset
with the program because of a belief that it would be an inequitable distribution of the tax burden given certain
towns’ provision of EMS through a different service, and

WHEREAS, in light of the above considerations, the county now needs to revise its plan regarding
Richland County EMS such that the ambulance service is not supported by a tax levy above the county’s
statutory levy cap and the only expenses the county will claim above the levy limit related to EMS dispatch and
communication, which will continue to be countywide, and

WHEREAS, the 12 participating municipalities were notified on September 16, 2026 of the county’s
unwillingness to levy above the statutory limit to fund the ambulance service, and were provided rates for 2027,
along with a deadline to commit to contracting, and

WHEREAS, not all municipalities provided a commitment by October 15, 2026 to contract with
Richland Ambulance in 2027, and

WHEREAS, Richland County lacks the financial resources necessary to continue to run the service
without the financial assistance of the participating municipalities, and

WHEREAS, the county intends to continue its ambulance service until 11:59 p.m. on June 30, 2027
which will (a) ensure the staff of Richland Ambulance Service are provided a severance package to allow for
transition to new employment, (b) ensure that the entire county population has access to an ambulance service
until June 30, 2027, and (c) provide the municipalities with ample opportunity to find an alternate provider, and

WHEREAS, this Resolution is intended to fully replace the county’s plans set forth in Resolutions 26-22
and 26-34.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Resolutions 26-22 and 26-34 are hereby rescinded in their
entirety and shall have no further legal force or effect, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Richland Ambulance shall cease providing emergency medical
response services at 11:59 p.m. on June 30, 2027, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the County Administrator is directed to offer a six-month contract
covering the months of January through June of 2027 to the municipalities that purchased EMS services from



Richland Ambulance in 2026 with terms substantially similar to the terms set forth in the contract attached to
this Resolution and labeled Exhibit A, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that if a municipality that purchased EMS services from Richland
Ambulance in 2026 fails to sign the six-month contract referenced above and provide a copy of the signed
contract to the County Administrator on or before December 1, 2026 any offer to contract with such
municipality is revoked and rescinded and the County Administrator is instructed to provide information
regarding the failure to contract to the appropriate regulatory authorities including, without limitation, the
Department of Health Services and Department of Revenue, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the County Administrator is authorized and directed to take any and
all such further action necessary to implement the terms of this Resolution.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED this is effective immediately upon passage.
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RICHLAND COUNTY EMS SERVICE CONTRACT

RECITALS

WHEREAS the City / Town / Village of (“Municipality”), being without its own
emergency medical services (“EMS services”), finds it necessary to contract with
Richland County Ambulance Services (“County”) to provide these services to the
citizens and property of this community and those traveling through this community
from January through June of 2027; and

WHEREAS the parties deem it to be in the best interest of the Municipality to maximize
its EMS services protection by entering into this collaborative Agreement regarding the
provision of such services; and

WHEREAS the Municipality deems it to be in its best interest to maximize EMS
services and to minimize the cost to its citizens and property taxpayers by entering into
this Agreement for EMS services with the County; and

WHEREAS Wis. Stat. § 66.0301 allows municipalities to contract with other
municipalities for EMS services.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that, for good and proper consideration, the
parties’ agreement as to the sufficiency of which is signified by the signatures below, the
Municipality enters into the following agreement with the County for EMS services:

SECTION 1: COUNTY RESPONSIBILITIES

1.) Services Provided. County shall provide Municipality with EMS services
consistent with its licensure utilizing County’s facilities, equipment and personnel pursuant to
this Agreement. Services shall include, but not be limited to: determining the operational
policies for the service; providing for and housing staff necessary to operate the service;
providing housing, maintaining, inspecting, repairing, and replacing all supplies, equipment,
and vehicles used in the service; providing related management, billing and accounting
services.

County shall comply with all applicable federal and state statutes, regulations, and
administrative codes relating to governing licensed EMS providers, their employees, and their
agents. County will also make best efforts to comply with the most recent version of the
Wisconsin Department of Health Service’s “Wisconsin EMS Protocols.” Furthermore, County
shall comply with such standards and procedures for occupational health and safety, patient
care, privacy, and equipment reliability as may otherwise be required by applicable statutes,
codes, and regulations, or conditions of insurability.

2) Licensure. County shall obtain and maintain in force all required licenses for
providing emergency medical services pursuant to this Agreement. This includes, but is not



limited to, ambulance provider licenses and emergency medical provider practitioner licenses,
certifications and training permits as required by federal and state law.

3) Training. County shall continue its ongoing in-service training program for
the purpose of maintaining the skill, proficiency, and training level of its licensed emergency
medical practitioners, and vehicle operators. The training shall be provided to ensure all staff,
whether employed or independent contractors, are trained at a minimum level satisfying all
federal, state and local regulations, and/or conditions of insurability.

4.) Records and Reporting. County shall prepare and maintain necessary records
to meet all federal, state and local reporting requirements, as well as any reporting required by
insurance carriers. County shall prepare and provide to the Municipality a statistical summary
of actual EMS calls, including a breakdown of calls by type within sixty (60) days of this
Contract’s termination.

County shall keep a complete record of ambulance service on an approved form as required
by the State of Wisconsin. Parties acknowledge that the County is a governmental entity
subject to various open records laws and shall provide Municipality and any other requestor
all records that are subject to said laws and from which it is not precluded from releasing by
applicable privacy and confidentiality laws.

5.) Insurance Coverage. County shall maintain liability, errors and omissions,
motor vehicle collision, workers’ compensation, and liability coverage for all County
personnel performing services pursuant to this Agreement.

SECTION 2: MUNICIPALITY OBLIGATIONS

6.) Road Maintenance. Municipality shall maintain and repair all roads within its
jurisdiction that are within the service area in a reasonable manner to facilitate the safe and
efficient provision of EMS services. Municipality shall notify County in advance, where
possible, of road maintenance work or closings that might affect the normal routing of
ambulances in response to an emergency call.

7.) Rural Identification Numbers. To ensure the quick and accurate
identification of business and residential addresses during an emergency response,
Municipality shall enforce the proper display of identification numbers in conformance
with the system and standards established by the county.

8.) Driveway Ordinance. Municipality has adopted a driveway ordinance
ensuring County will have safe access to property within the service area. Municipality
shall hold all property owners or occupants responsible for complying with the ordinance.

SECTION 3: FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS

9. Formula for Expense Allocation. County has distributed the total financial
commitment necessary for the Ambulance Service based on the population of each of the



municipalities. Each municipality shall be charged the following amounts for services:

Requested 2027
Payment for
Municipality Richland EMS

Akan $ 4,794.00
Boaz $ 1,551.00
Dayton $ 9,447.00
Eagle $ 6,063.00
Henrietta $ 5,358.00
Ithaca $ 7,755.00
Marshall $ 6,627.00
Orion $ 6,627.00
Richland Center $ 63,168.00
Rockbridge $ 8,601.00
Richland $ 14,523.00
Willow $ 6,063.00

10.) Invoicing. County shall provide the Municipality with a quarterly invoice for
all expenses. Invoices are due within thirty (30) days of receipt.

11.) Additional Fees Prohibited. County shall not add any additional fees
to those assessed by this Agreement, such as fees to cover special events, unless first
agreed upon in writing by the parties.

12.) Auditing. County’s audit results are available as a public record, accessible as
described in Section 1(4).

SECTION 4: ADDITIONAL AGREEMENT TERMS

13.) Non-Discrimination. County shall not discriminate in the provision of
services, employment practices, or in the allocation of benefits based on color, race, religion,
national origin, sex, age, marital status, physical or cognitive disability in accordance with
federal, state, and local laws.

14.) Limit on Relationship of the Parties. Municipality acknowledges that
nothing in this Agreement shall create any relationship between the parties other than that
described herein. County and its employees shall be independent contractors. County
personnel shall be compensated without contribution from Municipality, other than as
provided in this Agreement.

15.) Indemnification. Parties shall mutually indemnify and hold each other



harmless for any claim of whatsoever nature arising from their performance of their
obligations under this Agreement, except where such claims arise from the negligence or
deliberate misconduct of a party.

16.) Term. This Agreement shall take effect once fully executed by both parties
and shall terminate at 11:59 p.m. on June 30, 2027, with both parties then being released from
any and all obligations under this Agreement on such date and time.

Either party may terminate this Agreement by providing the other party sixty days written
notice of its intent to terminate. Such termination may be for any reason or no reason. Parties
acknowledge both are governmental entities subject to the actions of the respective governing
bodies.

17.) Force Majeure. Neither party shall be held liable for any failure to perform an
obligation under this Agreement caused by unforeseen events and/or those beyond the control
of the parties, including but not limited to war, natural disaster, pandemic, etc.

18.) Entire Agreement. This Agreement is the full and complete agreement
between the parties and supersedes all other agreements previously made between the parties
relating to EMS services. There are no understandings or agreements between the parties
other than those incorporated in writing in this Agreement. This Agreement may not be
modified other than in writing and with the written consent of all the parties to this
Agreement.
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