Honorabie Mayor Coppernoll and Members of the City Council

The Richland Center Airport Traffic Pattern is an agenda item for this council meeting, and |
would like to bring forth some pertinent information for this item.

The FAA (Federal Aviation Administration) designates each state with the task of inspecting its
airports to make sure that the airport is safe and in compliance with regulations. Late last year,
I happened to be at the airport during the inspection conducted by Hal Davis of the Wisconsin
Bureau of Aeronautics and Dave Fry, Richland Center Airport Manager. During this discussion,
the item of concern of the airport traffic pattern was discussed along with the consideration of
changing it for safety concerns and other factors. After reviewing the criteria at both the State
and Federal levels, the airport traffic pattern at the Richland Airport was officially changed.

To understand the traffic pattern from a non-pilot perspective, all piiots circle an airport with
left hand turns while landing unless the airport has designated otherwise or there is a control
tower in which case the tower makes the call. For any airport to be approved for a deviation
from the standard left-hand pattern or non-standard pattern altitude, there must be a
legitimate reason. Some of the reasons are terrain, obstacles like towers or tall buildings and
cities, towns, or housing developments. There are 15 airports in the state of Wisconsin that
have that criteria and have right hand traffic patterns for one or more runways (see attachment
1). Another item to be considered are instrument approaches that allow pilots to land safely
during deteriorating weather conditions.

S0, which of these items applied to the Richland Airport to facilitate the change to a right traffic
pattern?

1. There is a large hill on the northeast side of the airport for pilots to avoid; there is
nothing but flat farmland on the west side of the airport and no obstructions.

2. The Village of Sextonville and the Clary subdivision on the east side of the airport
present a safety concern should an aircraft experience engine or mechanical issues.

3. The instrument approach to the airport (see attachment 2) if flown according to
regulations could require circling over the large hill and the Village of Sextonville
when landing to the south in poor weather conditions.

4. Airplanes do make noise and there have been noise complaints made to the State
Division of Aeronautics from Sextonville village residents in the past.

For over fifty years that | have been associated with the airport, the topic of changing the traffic
pattern had been discussed, At one time during that time period, two local pilots landing at
night skimmed the top to the hill low enough to land with tree branches on the landing gear,
After further review from the change to a right-hand traffic pattern, the airport might receive
more favorable instrument take-off and landing minimums (see attachment 2}. I have no
personal issue in this change, just stating the facts with hopes of making the airport safer and
more environmentally friendly in our community.

Respectfully,

Michael J. Kaufman
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RICE LAKE RGNL/CARL'S FLD (RPD} (CON'T)
Rwy 19, trees 2780' from DER, 200" left of centerline, 73 AGL/116D" MSL.
Rwy 31, trees 1480’ from DER, 50' right of centerline, 64' AGLHM 156" MSL.
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