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02/03/2023
Hi Karin,

Here is the folder portfolio that I've gathered regarding the
Strang Home. It consists of the following:

o My updated RCHPC application .
o History of the home
o History of Albert J Strang
o History of Allen J Strang
o Pictures
o Articles that have appeared in social media or print
regarding the home and/or family.

As mentioned, I can provide copies for all of the RCHPC
members to review. I thought this would be helpful in
_processing my application.

Regards, -

Robert



1.

RICHLAND CENTER HISTORIC PRESERVATION INFORMATION

LOCAL REGISTER NOMINATION QUESTIONAIRE

General Information:
A. Name OprOPBITy STRANG RES'DENCE

B. Location of property in Richland Center.
255 S Sheldon Street

Street and number

HASELTINE ADD. BLOCK 48 N 45' OF LOT 6

Legal description

C. Present owner

Robert Tober

Name_|

Address_|255 S Sheldon St phone (608) _[521-0407 |

Description of Property:

Please submit recent photographs that show all sides of the exterior of the
structure and any associated outbuildings. The photographs cannot be returned,
but will become a permanent part of our site records.

History and Sigxiificance of the Property:

A Why do you think that this prbperty should be listed on the Local Register?
- Briefly explain how the property meets the criteria for listing. Keep in mind
historic or architectural significance.

Please see accompanying page and supporting documents.

Please reference attached.

Sources of information:




List any major alterations or additions to the exterior since the building was built.

Changes such as removal of porches or decorative details, window replacement,
residing or restuccoing should be described briefly.

| suspect the enclosed back porch was an addition.

= —_— L3 " G e

If you know the name of the architect, please specify.

Built by Albert J Strang, 1894

Source of information:

When was the property built? 1894

City records

Source of information:

o Other Information: Name of person completing questionaire:

Robert Tober

Owners signature

Date

Return form to: Mayor’s Office

City of Richland Center
450 South Main Street
Richland Center, WI 53581

Telephone: (608) 647-6428

Email:

rctober@comcast.net

Y \USERS\RUTH\HPC-FORM.WPD



Question 3A __ History and Significance of the Property:

The Strang Residence should be considered both for its historic architectural style (450.04c) and its
relationship to a prominent early Richland Center businessman/socialite family (450.04b), as well as its
relationship to a nationally known and respected architect (450.04b & 450.04d).

The Strang home, constructed in 1894, is a perfect and beautiful example of the American Foursquare style. The
woodwork and attention to detail throughout the home is astounding. The hardwood floors are in pristine
condition and the original weight and pulley style windows exist throughout. One of the two fireplaces, the
main floor fireplace, is a work of art in and of itself. The home still reflects the love of the original family that
built it, and the love of the families that have lived here since. (Richland Center ordinance/code 450.04c).

The residence consists of three finished stories and a basement, complete with old cistern for collecting water.
There must have been some sort of gravitational water system in the early days as well, as there is a large metal
water storage tub in the 3™ floor attic closet and accompanying plumbing. (Richland Center ordinance/code 450.04c).

Albert J Strang was an early and prominent Richland Center businessman. His father, George Strang, started the
local hardware store, Strang Hardware, in 1878. Albert began clerking at the store in his teens, invested in the
business in 1907, and fully acquired the store in 1917 when his father passed away. Albert had also studied
electrical engineering and was involved in installing the first electric lighting system in Richland Center, and the
first electrical plant in Viroqua, Wisconsin. He was also a highly esteemed member of numerous civic clubs in
the city and the family was considered to be socialites of the time. (Richland Center ordinance/code 450.04b).

Additionally, Albert Strang’s son, Allen J Strang, who grew up in this home, was a highly acclaimed Wisconsin
architect. In 1935 he moved to Madison to establish the architectural firm Beatty & Strang, which was
recognized for having designed a prized collection of modernist international Style homes in Monona in the late
1930’s and early 1940’s. Strang was also the president and director of the Wisconsin Chapter of the American
Institute of Architects. Allen designed many notable buildings and homes, and in 1967 was advanced to
Fellowship status at the AlA, its highest honor, bestowed upon only 3% of its architects for their exceptional
work and contributions to architecture and society. Allen was instrumental in creating the first architecture
school at UW Milwaukee. In retirement he provided illustrations for two books, Mills of Wisconsin and Barns of
Wisconsin. Strang’s Madison (adult) home is currently listed on both the National and State registers as a
contributing resource. (Richland Center ordinance/code 450.04b & 450.04d).

Lastly, my home has been recognized by two notable organizations over the past year:
e |t was added to the Wisconsin Historical Society’s Architecture & History Inventory.
o https://wisconsinhistory.org/Records/Property/HI242764
e Richland Center Tourism hosted a Why Do We Call It That? episode entirely on the history of my home,
entitled, “Why Do We Call It The Strang House?”
o https://youtu.be/oMFi7ZHQDSES

| feel very honored to own this beautiful historic home. | don’t believe there are any financial benefits in being
added to the Richland Center Register of Historic Places. Perhaps a little prestige. This home has survived
roughly 125 years without any major “updates” that would have ruined its charm. My goal in applying for
consideration is to help ensure that this home is protected for future generations as well as for local history.



Richland Center Area Yesterday & Today

Keith Ruetten
o
Admin October 15, 2020

TBT: Bert Strang

Albert James “Bert” Strang was born on December 6, 1876, in Richland Center. He was the son of George H. and Lizzie (James)
Strang. Bert grew up and was educated in Richland Center, after which he engaged in electrical engineering. Bert's father George H.
Strang built the first light plant in the city of Richland Center in 1894 and Bert worked as an electrician on the job of installing the
first electric lighting system in Richland Center. Bert also helped install the first light plant in Viroqua and several other towns
across southwest Wisconsin.

In his teens Bert also began clerking in the Strang Hardware store which was started by his father in 1878. In 1907 Bert and
Merwin Brewer purchased interests in the hardware store which then became the George Strang Hardware Company. When Bert's
father G.H. Strang passed away in December of 1917 the business went to the three Strang brothers Bert, Rupert, and George. Bert
purchased the interests of his brothers and became the sole owner of the business, which he operated until his death on May 29,
1939 at the age of 62.

Bert Strang was a well known and respected businessman in the city and actively involved in its civic affairs. He was a member of
the Kiwanis, the Masons, the Chamber of Commerce, the Country Club, and the Presbyterian Church.

Bert married Lottie Allen the daughter of H.B. Allen on June 6, 1900, and together they had two children a daughter Beulah and a
son Allen. The Strangs built a fine home at 255 S. Sheldon St. next to the house of Bert’s parents George and Lizzie Strang. Lottie
Strang was a graduate of Richland Center High School and a member of several clubs, sadly she passed away on July 26, 1911 at the
young age of 35.

After Lottie’s death, Bert married Ariel Hart the daughter of Thomas Hart, on July 12, 1916 and they had one son Thomas. Ariel
Strang also graduated from Richland Center High School and had worked in the Toms Jewelry Store prior to her marriage to Bert
Strang. After her husband’s death Ariel went back to work for Mr. Toms and continued to work there after the business was
purchased by Richard Burnham and then Robert Burnham. She was a member of the Presbyterian Church and active in the
Women’s Society. She was a member of the Drama Club, the Country Club, and was active in the Republican Party serving as an
election clerk for many years. Ariel Strang passed away on August 6, 1973, she was 85.

Photos-RC History Room

Photo Infoe:

#1. Bert Strang

#2. The AlbertJ. “Bert” Strang house at 255 S. Sheldon Street.

#3. The Strang Hardware Store on W. Court Street, parlor stoves are visible in the front window. This store would later be occupied
by the A&P grocery store, and later became part of the J.C. Penney’s store in the 1970s; today it is the eastern part of the Richland
County Bank building.

#4. A 1919 Strang Hardware Ad for Puritan Stoves.
#5. A 1930 Strang Hardware Ad for United Hardware paints and varnishes.
#6. The G.H. Strang family c. 1880s left to right-Elizabeth “Lizzie” (James), daughter Lucille, George H., Albert “Bert”, and Rupert.

Pictures below:
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PROPERTY RECORD

255 S Sheldon St

Architecture and History Inventory

PRINT EMAIL A FRIEND FACEBOOK TWITTER MORE...

NAMES

Historic Name: Charlotte & Albert James Strang House
Other Name:

Contributing:

Reference Number: 242764

PROPERTY LOCATION

Location (Address): 255 S Sheldon St
County: Richland

City: Richland Center
Township/Village:

Unincorporated Community:

Town:

Range:

Direction:




Section:
Quarter Section:
Quarter/Quarter Section:

PROPERTY FEATURES

Year Built: 1894

Additions:

Survey Date:

Historic Use: house

Architectural Style: American Foursquare
Structural System:

Wall Material: Aluminum/Vinyl Siding
Architect:

Other Buildings On Site:

Demolished?: No

Demolished Date:

DESIGNATIONS

NOTES

Additional Information: A 'site file' exists for this property. It contains
additional information such as correspondence, newspaper clippings, or
historical information. It is a public record and may be viewed in person at
the Wisconsin Historical Society, State Historic Preservation Office. Albert J
Strang was the son of George W Strang of Richland Center, Wisconsin, and
a prominent local businessman. Together they owned and operated Strang
Hardware Company. Additionally, Albert worked as an electrician installing
the first electric lighting system in Richland Center. He also worked on the
first light plant in Viroqua, Wisconsin. Albert’s son, Allen John Strang, was
a notable Wisconsin architect. He founded the Madison architectural firm
Beatty & Strang in 1935 (still operating as Strang, Inc). He also served as
president and director of the Wisconsin Chapter of the American Institute
of Architects and was instrumental in creating the architect school at the
University of Milwaukee.,

Bibliographic References:

RFCORD | OCATION
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Albert J Strang
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Albert STRANG obituary

TAlbert J. Strang, B
Veteran Hardware |
\Merchant. Dies |

1,
o

. “ALBERT J. STRANG
RICHLAND : CENTER
bert J. Strang. 62, a hard
merchant’ here. " for many:
years; died Mranday night after
an illness.. He was born in
Richlan_d county, the son of the
late Mr. and Mrs. George H.
Strang, and ‘spent most of his
life here.
He .was manager . of
Madison- Hardware
ison, ‘Jan., 1921 1o
Survivors are the widc
daughter, Mrs. ‘Beulah
sius, Richland - Center; two
sons,. ‘Allen, Madison, ~archi=-
tect, and Tom, Richland Cen-
fer: three grandchildren; two
brothers, and a sister.

Funeral services will . be
held at 3 p. m: Thursday in the
home, with the Rev. Wilson C.
Emigholz, Cincinnati, O., of=
“ficiating.~ Burial will be in the
Richland Center cemelery,
with ‘Masonic services at the
grave.

Date: 31 MAY 1939
Q@ Place: Richland Center, Richland, WI
@ Description: Wisconsin_State_Journal_Wed__May_31__1939, page 2, col. 7

https://www.ancestry.com/mediaui-viewer/collection/1030/tree/39683660/person/28903937006/media/002bbda7-55d0-46a0-ad7¢-c9d641d07a63?_ph...  1/1
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Architects Honor
Allen J. Strang |
Allen J. Strang, 60 3858 Ply
mouth Circle, was tly ad-/
vanced to fellow- i e |
ship in the Am-
erican In stitute
of Architects.
Fellowship is
one of the high-
q@j; bonors
";{n stitute
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. bers Vioe e g
 Strang was one
of 82 architects
1in the country to
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Wlor, He is a part. "

ner in Weiler, S'I‘RANG
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1to the international style f or |
resxdential desxgns f

Copyright © 2021 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved. Néw"s aoers i



Career Architect Resources

Community

Advocacy Equity, Diversity & Inclusion

Fellowship

AIA Fellows are recognized with AIA's highest membership honor for their exceptional work and contributions to
architecture and society.

Architects who have made significant contributions to the profession and society and who exemplify architectural
excellence can become a member of the College of Fellows. Only 3% of AIA members have this distinction.

Eligibility

Criteria

« AIA architect members who have been in good .
standing for at feast 10 years may be nominated.

If uncertainties exist about the period of
membership, and after consulting with the local
chapter, please contact Membership History to
verify the candidate's eligibility prior to preparing the
submission.

- Nominees must have completed 10 cumulative years
as an AIA architect member prior to the nomination
deadline.

Objects of nomination

Object One: Design, urban design, or preservation
To promote the aesthetic, scientific, and practical efficiency of the prafession.

Fellowship in this object is granted to architects who have produced extensive bodies of distinguished work that has
been broadly recognized for its design excetlence through design, urban design, or preservation. This may be
accomplished through individual or organizational effort. Works submitted may be of any size, for any client, of any
scope, and reflecting any type of architectural design service.

Object Two: Practice Management, or Practice Technical Advancement
To advance the science and art of planning and building by advancing the standards of practice.

Fellowship in this object is granted to architects who have made notable contributions through their work in the
practice of architecture. Practice management includes firm management, administration, and project management.
Practice technical advancement includes specific building types, and technical expertise. For example, practice
technical advancement of preservation projects might be based on the architect’s strong commitment to historical
research, implementation of unique preservation technique, and coupled with their strong focus on the actual
construction implementation to enhance our physical heritage.

Object Three: Led the Institute, or a reiated organization
To coordinate the building industry, and the profession of architecture.

Fellowship in this object is granted to architects who have actively, efficiently, and cooperatively led the Institute or a
related professional organization over a sustained period of time and have gained widespread recognition for the
results of their work.

Sustainability

0] Join Repew Login

Contracts [>

Contact

AIA Honors & Awards

Email »

Schedule

The 2023 cycle is closed.

Honors &
Awards
commitment

Honors & Awards supports
upholding the values, integrity,
and accountability of AIA
through programs that further
foster equity in our organization,
in our profession, and in our
communities.

Learn more >



Object Four: Public service, government, industry, or organization
To ensure the advancement of the living standards of people through their improved environment.

Fellowship in this object is granted to architects who have made notable contributions in public service or work in
government or industry organizations through leadership in the development of civic improvements and needed
governmentatl projects, including such elements as conservation, beautification, land-use regulation, transportation.
or the removal of blighted areas, or who have clearly raised the standards of professional performance in these areas
by advancing the administration of professional affairs in their fields.

Object Five: Alternative career, volunteer work with organizations not directly connected with the buiit environment,
or service to society

To make the profession of ever-increasing service to society.

Fellowship in this object is granted to architects who have made notable contributions to one of the following: an
alternative career related to architecture that illustrates outstanding achievements that supports the architectural
profession; extensive volunteer work with organizations not directly connected with the built environment; or service
that transcends the customary architectural practice that have wide reaching impacts that serve as a national model.

Object Six: Education, Research, Literature

To advance the science and art of planning and building by advancing the standards of architectural education and
training.

Feilowship in this object is granted to architects who have made notable contributions through their work in
education, research, or literature. Work in education may be teaching, research, administration, or writing and should
have a lasting impact, be widely recognized, and provide inspiration to others in the field and the profession.
Research areas may include building codes and standards, specifications, new material applications, or inventions.



‘pansasal Sl v

WonEUad 40 BIST) SUSHTIYST Samnauguod snowes £ | 207 @ wbuides salieun pur 2wQ
EMIRO2R 0 BIASRUTY L 59 170C 3 WukdoD iu&:lg

T | Eeas | Pemead | SUDHIAsU] DIENNe) | Foc | SHOIPING pue SIo0tijory &

SANDIY AIBNIIGE [EUOHEN

S20IM0S3Y JAYIO) 01 SHUI]

WISUODISIA JO Apsionun)
BIUBAJASULS JO AUSIOAILN S

SUONENIY jooyos
(WIV) SepYIY JO SINISU| uBdLSWY [ SN0 |
suonezinesl) diysrequuapy pue squjd —

weusey J BipueS Aq uspL
1961 ui snjels diysmol(s) pauied pue 9FaL Ul YiY Ul Peulol 81 WISUOISIAA JO AUSIoAN SY) je 1einjde; & sem BuRiS GG6L 0f 8161 Woid S

. ‘ _ 0461 paziefio “Ju| ‘sivused
Buens pu '0/-G96} 'SeIEID0SSY B UINWOW Dueis Jsliap peonposd eyo ey JO suojeinuisad seuling SSjED0SSY B Buels 3 seepn o) Bulieauod a10j6q sitak | SWOS 40} PLINPUS YW Buels ey

3 Aesg Paysiqe)se Pu. LISUCISIAY O} PaUINIS: 8y SEA) Ul IUSIBIONIS LOSPIBMS]S BU) WO (L£-0E6Y) ©doin3 o) duj Silj ulm o J0 Juils 8y) Bundnusiu (yE-£e61'LE-0E6) Joubisep & se endiBpeid — 2 =

i DETUTEIS ATTEH Joj paxsom 8y uotenpeib selje ‘WSsuodsify ‘LOSIDBY W 40Bq JSJI0d % MBT MeT J0 8010 ayj Ui 9B8)j00 Buunp sielkuns siy jueds pey ey ybnoy)y uongeduwo) 8ziid swoy oyl t epely 8

PUODSS BY) PUB BZ1id [B¥INH S} AIUSIBIOYIS LOSPIEAMSIS U} Buium ‘GEB 1 Ui QINIBIYIIY JO G SIY Ul BIUBAIASULS JO AlSieniuy au) wos pajenpeid BuenS 1 Usiy 'GISUODSIM JejuaD PueloR ul useg |2 -~

9B6LIBTIT PAIQ 'GOBLILETL “ui0g T
SONIOTING ONY
SDYIEHONY YiKd130VTING

123 1MUY

(966T - 906T) uyor uajjy ‘buens

AHdY¥2018



172512021 Machines in the woods - Isthmus | Madison, Wisconsin

HOME /A &E /

Machines in the woods

Monona hosts a prized collection of modernist International Style homes

BY JUDITH DAVIDOFF
JULY 27,2017

‘." -5 R } i ?‘"
BETH SKOGEN

International Style evangelist Jim Draeger, outside his home.

The banner for the 1937 ad from Brunsell Brothers builders was designed for
pocketbook appeal: “Here is your low cost home.”

Then came the selling points:
“THE LAST WORD... in design...in construction...in equipment.”
“It’s in Frost Woods — Madison’s most congenial community...”

“It’s got everything — from mineral wool insulation in the room and complete winter
air conditioning with filters, fan, humidifier and oil burner to hardware and lighting
fixtures.”

The cost? $4,185. The designer: Beatty and Strang Architects.

https://isthmus.com/arts/modemist-style-homes-Monona-Frost-Wood-neighborhood/

Search...

ARTS EVENTS

ONLINE: Black Star Drum
Academy

JAN 25, 2021
4:00 PM

ARTS NOTICES KIDS & FAMILY

ONLINE: Writing Detective
Fiction
JAN 25, 2021

7:00 PM
ARTS NOTICES

RSVP for MSOL Connect

JAN 26, 2021
ARTS NOTICES MUSIC

RSVP for Textile
Wonderlands

JAN 26, 2021
CRAFTS HOME & GARDEN

ONLINE: Photography
Workshop

JAN 26, 2021

5:00 PM

ART EXHIBITS & EVENTS ISTHMUS PICKS
LECTURES & SEMINARS

Anwar Floyd-Pruitt

JAN 27, 2021

12:00 PM - 5:00 PM

CHAZEN MUSEUM OF ART

ART EXHIBITS & EVENTS ISTHMUS PICKS

View more

1/6
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Hamilton Beatty and Allen Strang joined forces in
1935, early in their respective careers. Their
partnership was relatively short, but productive.
Over the next six years they designed some 50
International Style homes in the Madison area; as a
result, says Jim Draeger of the Wisconsin Historical
Society, Madison is home to one of the highest
concentrations of International Style homes
anywhere in the country.

Alarge cluster of these homes is found in Monona’s
Frost Woods neighborhood near Lake Monona. i
Those who bike the lake loop have likely whizzed by
the structures numerous times. Distinguished by
their flat roofs, corner windows and strong lines,
several of these cutting-edge domiciles were
featured in Architectural Record, a monthly magazine
that highlights important design and architecture.
One such article, “Four Houses in Frost Woods,”
was published in May 1937.

C.W. Thomas, an English professor at UW-Madison, and his wife Edna, commissioned
the first International Style home built in Monona at 5903 Winnequah Road. Beatty,
who had not yet teamed up with Strang, designed the home, completed in 1931.

The commission was eased through a connection: Beatty’s father, Arthur Beatty, was a
colleague of Thomas’ in the English department.

Draeget, who lives in an International Style house on Winnequah, just down the
street, says Thomas went on to recruit other humanities scholars to the nascent
Monona neighborhood.

“If you were in liberal arts, you built in Monona,” says Draeger. Those in the sciences,
he adds, tended to head west to Shorewood Hills.

https://isthmus.com/arts/modernist-style-homes-Monona-Frost-Wood-neighborhood/

2/6
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BETH SKOGEN

Bill Thomas, with an early photo of 5903 Winnequah, where he grew up and returned to
live with his wife.

Beatty and Strang met as undergraduates at UW-Madison in 1925. Strang was
studying engineering but transferred to the University of Pennsylvania to study
architecture. Beatty followed his father’s wish that he study English. But after
graduating in 1928 Beatty enrolled at the Bartlett School of Architecture in London. In
1929 he worked for the modernist architect Le Corbusier who was fashioning his own
vision for affordable urban housing. Beatty and his wife, Gwenydd, returned to
Madison in the early 1930s; Strang followed a few years later and the two men opened
an office on State Street.

Their niche was small, affordable homes. “This was in the midst of the Depression,”
says Draeger. The design was modern. “It’s the architecture of the machine age,” he
adds.

Purity of form was an important tenet — “The form itself can be beautiful, stripped of
any ornamentation” — as was the application of science to architecture. “They
believed that pitched roofs were unnecessary because they developed better
technology,” says Draeger. “It was considered a needless expense to have a pitched
roof.”

This progressive outlook and forward thinking attracted homeowners like CW. and
Edna Thomas. “My husband was interested in new ideas and was interested in having
a house built by someone with new ideas,” Edna told Isthmus in 1992.

Want to see some of these fine specimens up close? Follow this short walking tour,
designed by Draeger, of four homes; it’s no more than three blocks in radius.

We start at Draeger’s own home at 6106 Winnequah Road (historical name: Marsha
Heath House). Set back from the street, the home, which was built in 1936, sits
majestically among tall trees, green grass and bushes. The brown wood siding was
meant to blend into the woods, says Draeger. But the architects also aimed for a
“conscious juxtaposition” of rustic materials — including wood and stone — and
severe design. “A machine-in-the-woods aesthetic,” says Draeger. “They were going
for the contrast. The houses were meant to jump out of landscapes.”

https://isthmus.com/arts/modernist-style-homes-Monona-Frost-Wood-neighborhood/

3/6
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We leave Draeger’s house and take a right. There are no sidewalks in this part of town,
so beware of car and bike traffic. Pass Greenwood Street and Frost Woods Road. Turn
right at the next intersection; 809 Owen Road will be on your left.

BETH SKOGEN

Look closely to see the decorative cornice bands at 809 Owen Drive. Beth Skogen
Photography - www.bethskogen.com

The Edward and Irene Thomas House, named after its first owner, Edward Thomas
(no relation to CW. or Edna), a manager for the University Club, was built in 1935.

It’s a one-story home featuring a creamy brick exterior and flat roof, as well as corner
windows and two decorative cornice bands. This was one of the smallest of the homes
built by Beatty and Strang. '

Walk back toward Winnequah and turn left. The next stop is 6008 Winnequah. The
Paul Fulcher House, built in 1935, is named for its first owner, who, like C.W. Thomas,
was a professor in the UW-Madison English department. When featured in the March
1937 issue of Architectural Record, the magazine noted the home’s brick exterior,
“Fenestra steel casement” windows, and built-in features including a buffet and
bookeases in the living room and “filing cases” in the study. At about 2,500 square
feet, it’s one of the larger of the original International Style homes. The attached
garage, a novelty at the time, is typical of the style, says Draeger.

The last stop is 5903 Winnequah Road, the C:W. Thomas House. The stucco home sits
on the shore of Lake Monona; a charming circular patio with iron pipe railing is in the
back. “The front door is the backside when you are lake property,” says Draeger. An
addition was put in over the garage to accommodate the growing Thomas family. Son
Bill, who returned to live in the house after his mother, Edna, passed away, was home
when we stopped by and graciously offered a brief inside tour of the home. The
original built-in bookcases in the living room remain, as does the fireplace.

Draeger says the homes were all built with fireplaces, another contrast with the stark
style of the homes. “There was an association of fireplace with family; of home and
hearth. The family gathers around the fireplace.”

Did you find this article useful?

https://isthmus.com/arts/modernist-style-homes-Monona-Frost-Wood-neighborhood/ 4/6



Meyer family photos.

Dr. Killian and Mary Catherine Meyer House - 969 North Cedar St. - 1950.

In 1935 Hamilton Beatty and Allen Strang founded the Beatty and Strang architectural firm in downtown
Madison, WL Allen Strang had grown up in Richland Center and graduated from the Richland Center high
school. Allen Strang’s father was also an architect and designed at least one building on Court Street in
Richland Center. The firm specialized in the progressive design of small International Style houses with
simple concrete, stucco, brick exteriors with large expanses of glass with a flat roof. Beatty and Strang
were modernists and had a successful practice, mostly residential commissions.

Mary Catharine Meyer and Dr. Killian Meyer
collaborated with Allen Strang on their home on
Cedar Street. The house, built in 1950, fits nicely on
the brow of a hill with a spectacular view to the west.
The Meyers raised 8 children in the home and have
meticulously maintained it. Mary Catharine, now 97,
still lives there and recalls skiing on the hill where
her home is located as a child.

Photo provided by SandHill Marketing, LLC

(Keep in mind the homes listed are private residences which are not open to the public. Please respect the
occupants’ privacy when viewing their homes from the sidewalk).
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