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27.08  City park board, powers.
(1)  Every city may by ordinance create a board of park commissioners subject to this sec�on, or otherwise as provided by ordinance. Such board shall be

organized as the common council shall provide.
(2) The board of park commissioners is empowered and directed:

(a) To govern, manage, control, improve and care for all public parks, parkways, boulevards and pleasure drives located within, or partly within and partly
without, the corporate limits of the city, and secure the quiet, orderly and suitable use and enjoyment thereof by the people; also to adopt rules and
regula�ons to promote those purposes.

(b) To acquire in the name of the city for park, parkway, boulevard or pleasure drive purposes by gi�, devise, bequest or condemna�on, either absolutely or
in trust, money, real or personal property, or any incorporeal right or privilege; except that no lands may be acquired by condemna�on for the purpose
of establishing or extending a recrea�onal trail; a bicycle way, as defined in s. 340.01 (5s); a bicycle lane, as defined in s. 340.01 (5e); or a pedestrian
way, as defined in s. 346.02 (8) (a). Gi�s to any city of money or other property, real or personal, either absolutely or in trust, for park, parkway,
boulevard or pleasure drive purposes shall be accepted only a�er they shall have been recommended by the board to the common council and
approved by said council by resolu�on. Subject to the approval of the common council the board may execute every trust imposed upon the use of
property or property rights by the deed, testament or other conveyance transferring the �tle of such property to the city for park, parkway, boulevard
or pleasure drive purposes.

(c) Subject to the approval of the common council to buy or lease lands in the name of the city for park, parkway, boulevard or pleasure drive purposes
within or without the city and, with the approval of the common council, to sell or exchange property no longer required for its purposes. Every city is
authorized, upon recommenda�on of its officers, board or body having the control and management of its public parks, to acquire by condemna�on in
the name of the city such lands within or without its corporate boundaries as it may need for public parks, parkways, boulevards and pleasure drives.
The power of condemna�on may not be used for the purpose of establishing or extending a recrea�onal trail; a bicycle way, as defined in s. 340.01
(5s); a bicycle lane, as defined in s. 340.01 (5e); or a pedestrian way, as defined in s. 346.02 (8) (a).

(d) To change or improve all parks, parkways, boulevards or pleasure drives within the city limits, controlled by the board, at the expense of the real estate
to be benefited thereby, as provided in s. 27.10 (4).

(3) In any city having no board of park commissioners its public parks, parkways, boulevards and pleasure drives shall be under the charge of its board of
public works, if it has such last named board; otherwise under the charge of its common council. When so in charge, the board of public works or the
common council may exercise all the powers of a board of park commissioners.

(4) In every city having no city plan commission under s. 62.23 (1), the common council may provide that the board of park commissioners, if there be such
board in the city, shall have the powers enumerated in s. 62.23 (2) and (17). The territory over which the city is given pla�ng jurisdic�on by s. 236.10 (1)
(b) 2. shall for street, park, parkway, boulevard, pleasure drive and pla�ng purposes be extended to 3 miles beyond the city limits. For the purpose of
carrying out s. 62.23 (2) in said extended zone the common council may appropriate out of any available fund a sufficient sum to be used by said board
for hiring engineers, surveyors and dra�smen, and other necessary help and assistants in making a comprehensive map of the said city and zone so as to
put in concrete form the ideas of the said board as to how future dedica�ons, openings and pla�ngs of streets, highways, boulevards, pleasure ways and
parks, or other public improvements or thoroughfares, shall be made; which said map, when adopted by the common council, shall serve as an advisory
guide to the said board of park commissioners in making recommenda�ons to the common council in the future as to approving plats, and shall not be
departed from except in cases of necessity or discovered error therein.

(5) Whenever the common council of any city determines to improve any street, avenue or boulevard, the board of public works, or if there be no such
board, the officer or officers authorized to make such improvement, may, as a part thereof set aside a por�on of such street, avenue or boulevard for
park purposes, and determine, subject to the approval of the board of park commissioners, if there be such a board, in what manner the por�on so set
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aside shall be improved. The damages and benefits resul�ng from such en�re improvement, including the cost of the improvement of the part of such
street, avenue or boulevard so set aside shall be assessed to the several parcels of land affected thereby as provided by law in such city for such
assessments. Any report required to be made and filed respec�ng such improvement shall include a detailed statement of said determina�on and the
approval thereof by said board.

(6) 
(a) The board of park commissioners of any city may conduct public concerts within its public parks and pay the expenses thereof out of the park fund. A

fee for admission may be charged for the purpose of defraying such expenses in whole or in part.
(b) The board of park commissioners of any city of the 1st class where there has been hitherto established a driving club or similar organiza�on in

connec�on with any park under the direc�on of said board of park commissioners may conduct horse races and driving exhibi�ons within its public
parks and pay the expenses and cost of trophies therefor out of the park fund. A fee for admission may be charged for the purpose of defraying such
expenses in whole or in part. Chapter 562 does not apply to any race under this paragraph.

History: 1985 a. 225 s. 100; 1987 a. 354; 2017 a. 59.
Cross-reference: See also ss. NR 47.01, 47.10, and 47.30, Wis. adm. code.
A county has full power and control over county park lands even though they are located within the limits of a city. 60 A�y. Gen. 282.
A city may not delegate its powers under this sec�on and s. 27.09 to a county park commission created under s. 27.02, et seq. 61 A�y. Gen. 229.
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