immerman was

: “mmlstratlon hlghllght Used a $50 7 : ?’\fe\;vs%eo?r me.
nd ar Worki b mllhon surplus toward a building : : ;

gfter%ergdg S;:O'g,g " program at the University of Wisconsin, “V\llés;ggstmtﬁ emfgte :
by delivering + reorganized state departments, ¢ o e s

; - ! Senate while stilla
newspapers and mcreased taxes for more school aids. , student. Schreiber |

milk. He became a became lieutenant

born in Milwaukee

Eﬂogkeepfrf' fgra S e 1951-1957 ‘ governor during the !

umber company. ;

SmiESmEY walter J. Kohler Jr. i—#:;zs:mgf;':t;%‘:;’:xaz:iﬁizied 2
endorse himii in (April 4, 1904- : resigned.

March10, 1976) ] Admlnlstratlon hzghifgh’t Supported

Kohler was-bornin - s and drunken
Shebeygan and was

Administration highlight: ,
equalization law which gave state-aid to i’
i vas passed and - + RO : :
] d water power v forthe - Se
regulaﬁon were enacted armil i gﬁ‘e';?uiowégﬁrg.
T ‘ _Milwaukee, served in -
the Navy during
World arlland 3

defea‘ung W||Iiam Proxmire both
times. Kohler lost to Proxmlre in a bid for , ; Wnsconsm,
Kohler was 2 thel.S. Senate. - - : graduating w;tha
Sheboygan and - Administration t; on Ph.D.in
- : , communlcaﬁons in-
is father's company W isconsin ildi 1957. He wenton to. .
atayoung age. He fam. : . work in radto and televisionand also = ¢
erved as president . - i .. taught.He became the president, later -
of the Kohler Co. R : _named chancellor, of UW-Steveris Point :
from-1905 until 1937 N LR Dt in 1967, remarnmg there until-his
and was chairman : n . election.
- from 1937 until his 0 = " Administration hfghhght Dreyfus
death, Kohler refused to negotiate with ), 1905 il reduced the state income tax,
his employees in 1934 resultmg ina 5 3) deregulated the trucking industry, :
violent strike. ! atec Department of Development; -
- Administration: hlghhght Kohler tried d increased the state sales tax and ¢
to reorganize the state administrative - - 3 $ X. ; . ;
offices. He created several offices, ' S o
including the Highway Commission. Wis L A 1983 1987

1931-1933; 1935-1939 ot Anthony Earl

teacher before being (April 12,1936 -)
thp L‘a FO“E“Q , “admitted to the state _ Eart was borrin
barin1932. Michigan and- -
Thomson served as Richland County :fjecelveofl a 'a‘t"a
assistant district attorney and fhe Uigree ,: °g‘f s
Richland Genter city attorney. . - Ch:\égrgso\(n 1961 and
He was elected tothe state Assembly . served in the Navy. -
in 1935, serving eight terms. He served Earlserved inthe
; in:Congress: from 1960 un retmng in ssembly from 1969 -
Madison to study 1974 ; : to 1975, Earl setved
and practlce law and Administration h hlight: Worked to as the secretary of
eriact one of the strictest lobbying laws the Department of Administration and the
- inthe U.S. and overhauled the pubhc .- secretary of the Depariment of Natural

‘IS the only W:s onsin go : retlrement system. Resources from 1974 untjl:1980:
“elected to twa y Administration highlight: Backed

light: - . ground-water protection bill, sngned law

“pL jects, especially 1 959-1 963 - regulating tobacco smoking in public

“highway buildin mployrment P Gay]ord Nelson places, raised the drinking age to 19 and *

compensation and a new state labor tater to 21 and revamped state mcome tax
(June 4, 1916 - )

code legislation were passed. , :
Nelson was born in : 1987-

1933-1935 Tommy Thompson
 Albert G. Schmedeman (Nov. 19,1941 -)
(Nov. 25, 1864 - Thompson was born

: Nov. 26, 1946)
Schmedeman was
born in Madison.and
began workmg in

in

Nel isor returned to
Wisconsin o

Senate for three
terms. Nelson was -
elected to the U.S.

busmes r? 1894. He
See:\c/i?sdogncl?; . Senate in 1964, serving until 1981.
J1SON : - Nelson is best known for his ;
gfogé‘sg:t‘%% Za%rd environmental legislation and as the %ﬁg:gg;g; ?Sot}/éars.e
*'was mayor from ’ founder of Earth Day. state's Ionges‘c serving governor. :
1925 until 1932. President Woodrow Administration highlight: Reorgamzed Admiinistration highlight: Pushed W-2:
welfare overhaul, school choice, charter

Wilson appointed Schmedeman Minister ~ State government by creating the
to Norway, a post he held for eight years. departments of Economic Development schools and school spendlng limits and

Assembly in 1966,

Administration highlight: Worked on .~ and Administration. property tax relief.
problems associated with the Great '
Depression, including ordering the B Research for this page by State Journal library director Ron Larson. Photos

banks closed, Called upthe milifia 1 paay of the State Historical Society of Wisconsin and the State Journal library..,
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From: FITZIE HEIMDAHL fitzie heimdahl@wisconsinhistory.org

re: Jun 2, 2023 at 9:19:33 AM
To: bellmanrj@charter.net

Hello Mr. Bellman,

My name is Fitzie Heimdahl. | coordinate the State Historical Markers
Program through the Wisconsin State Historical Society. Thank you for
your interest in a Wisconsin State Historical Marker. Staff has reviewed
your pre-application, and has determined that your topic meets the
criteria of the Wisconsin State Historical Markers Program

When you are ready, please submit your completed final marker
application and application fee of $250 to the following address:

Wisconsin Historical Society
State Historical Markers Program, Rm 454
816 State Street. Madison, WI 53706

| have also included a few template letters of agreement as you work
with the City of Richland Center.

Based on our current marker applications under review, it will take at
least six months for staff to review new applications. The estimated
timeframe for the production of new markers is at least six months
from the date your marker order is placed by the Wisconsin Historical
Society.

We are excited to see the story of this important state figure shared
with the public.

Sincerely,
-Fitzie Heimdahl

Fitzie Heimdahl (he/him)
State Historical Markers Program Coordinator

Wisconsin Historical Society
(715).471-0770
fitzie.heimdahl@wisconsinhistory.org

-t Governor Vernon W. Thomson Wisconsin State Historical Marker
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WISCONSIN HISTORICAL MARKER APPLICATION FORM

This application is required to obtain approval for official State of Wisconsin historical markers. The Wisconsin
Historical Markers Program is administered by the Wisconsin Historical's Local History-Field Services program.

WISCONSIN
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY

State Register of Historic Piaces plaques no longer require Wisconsin Historical Society approval. if your home is
on the State Register, order State Register plaques directly from SEWAH Studios at 1-888-55-SEWAH .

Please allow sufficient time for your order.
This application form must be filled out completely. The marker text requires approval of Wisconsin Historical Society staff.
" Incomplete or ineligible marker applications willbe | Because there is often a backlog of pending applications and staff is

returned to the applicant within 30 days of receipt by limited, please allow up to 6 months for our staff to review your
application. Once approved, the Society will order your marker from

the Society. )
SEWAH Studios. As of lanuary 2023, the production time for ALL state
{ The applicant is responsible for: historical markers is estimated to be six months. We advise you not to
schedule a marker dedication ceremony until the marker is in your
¢ Providing all research documentation & possession.
supporting materials for this application. Do not submit payment until invoiced.
o Funding the historical marker. Al historical markers are manufactured by SEWAH Studios in

Marietta, Ohio. Once this application has been approved, the Society
will place the order for manufacture of the historical marker. SEWAH
will invoice the applicant directly once the ap-plication process is

e Maintaining the historical marker

. e . complete. The marker will be delivered directly to the applicant.
Criteria for Historical Marker Topics

Wisconsin historical markers identify, commemorate and honor the important people, places, and évents that have contributed to the
state's rich heritage. The Wisconsin Historical Markers Program is a vital education tool, informing people about the most significant

aspects of Wisconsin's past.

Markers should describe one of the following aspects of Wisconsin's history: history, architecture, culture, archaeology, ethnic
associations, geology, natural history, or legends. If your narrative text is about a person in history, we encourage you to include the
person’s birth and death dates, a chronelogy of the important events from the person’s life, and the person’s influence oF significant
contribution to the national, state or local community. If your narrative text is about an event in history, we encourage you to include
the time, date and place of the event, any people or groups associated with event, information on how the event developed, and the
event’s influence or significant contribution to the national, stateé or local community.
While developing your narrative text, we encourage you to document your facts and dates with footnotes. You will be required to
develop an annctated bibliography and attach photocopies of your primary and secondary research resources with this application.
Avoid words like "first,” "oldest,” "unique,” or "only" unless there is irrefutable documentation. The name of the currant owner of the
property or the name of any living person cannot be listed in the narrative text. The Society reserves the right to reject a marker
application that it deems offensive, either to general good taste ot 1o a specific group of paople.
The Society will consider the approval of marker applications if the applications meet any of the following criteria:

- The property is listed in the State or National Register of Historic Places.

- The site is associated with the events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of history.

- The site is associated with the lives of persons no longer living who have made significant contributions to the broad

- The site embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, style, period or method of construction or architecture; represents the
work of a master; or possesses high artistic value.

- The site yields, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history.

- The site is associated with ethnic groups who have made distinctive and significant contributions to history.

- The site embodies the characteristics of the State, representing sighificant aspects of the physical or natural history of the earth.
- The site is Fépi'”éSéhté\ﬁVé of popular stories or myths that, aithough not verifiable, are significant to history and culture.



WISCONSIN STATE HISTORICAL MARKER APPLICATION FORM

1- Name of Apphcant

7‘2 Proposed Tltle of Marker

:.3 Proposed Locatlon of Marker Eu Be precrse Photos of the proposed locatron and a map wrth the marker e
locatlon shown, and property parcel number are requrred for f nal: locatron approval : ‘

Property Name {if applicable}

Address

City, State, Zip

:4 Owner of Propertv Upon Whrch the Marker is te be Erected Markers may be located on etther pubhc or v
 private lands. The site selected for the: marker must be accassrble to the pubhc and vrsrhle from F publlc rlght—of—way Provrde the i
fname of the property owme : ,elow chumiai : e Coenih : S

:, [Pubhc property f'j,- o |]privateProperty
Official’s Name: Property Owner’s Name:
Title: Address:

Institution: City, State & Zip:
Telephone: Telephone

Email: Email:

k ertten Permrsslons Requtred—For markers placed wrthln a publlc nght—o , vway, please attach a letter of approval from the
;,appropnate transportatlon ofﬁcral or govermng body that has i nsdictlon over that publrc rlght—of~ way. i

vlf the marker is to be placed on prwate property not owned by the appllca nt please attach a letter ef approv ‘ fr '_m“ the property :
ewner The letter shoulcl grant permlssmn for the hlstoncal marker to be located on thelr property and permrt publrc access to the‘" :
, marker for as long as the marker stands SR = LR » : : ‘

A5 Source of Marker 'Fundmg —-The apphcan' is responsd)le for fundmg all aspects of the marker, mcludmg the purchase
'lnstallatlon, and mamtena ce. costs for the marker Provrde the name of th » perscn or orgamzanon that {s pro\udmg the funds " i
-for the marker Sponsonn g _mzatron name can be mcluded at the bottom of marker e ' : LA o

Funder’s Name: Telephone

Address: City, State & Zip:

_*5 Malntenance of Marker*Provrde the name of the orgamzatlon responsnble for long-term mamtenance and repair of the -
‘hrstoncal marker below The orgamzatmn shotld be elther a prmate non—proﬁt or a governmental entity wrllmg and able to
'assume the long-term mamtenance of this marker ‘ e ' : ‘

Name: Telephone:

Address: City, State & Zip:




7 Research Sources fOr Narratwe Text—-Below please llst an. annctated blblrography that detalls the pnmary and
iseco ndary research sources cxted to support the hrstarrc facts rncluded in your narranve text e

A'Attach photocoples of all suppomng documents wrth thts apphcatron Apphcanons wnthout suppor’tmg dm:uments can not be : ',
precessed The Sacrety reserves the nght to have a marker removed lf addmonal research ﬁnds your marker text to be mcorrect :




8 - Historical Markers Price List - Official State of Wisconsin historical markers are made of cast aluminum and have raised
cream-colored letters on a brown background. Alf wall-mounted markers have one side. All post-mounted markers have two sides,
NOTE: The estimated cost for posts for a city marker (also known as "History on a Stick") is included in the quoted price below. The
estimated cost for posts for the larger two-post marker is extra and not included in the estimated price below. Please check with
SEWAH Studios directly to determine the cost of posts. Keep in mind that all the costs below are estimates and can change at any

time. We strongly recommend that you contact SEWAH directly to ensure you know what the price will be on any marker you decide

to order.
Select the appropriate | gjza Total Character Count
model for your marker Height x Model . (Characters counts must -
from the list below Width Details include spaces between Price
sentences.)
@ A 16” x 24” | Small City Marker | 5/8” lettering, wall mounted 320 S800
@ B 16” x 24”7 | Small City Marker | 5/8” lettering, post mounted, 320 $1.070
same text each side ’
@ C 36" x 24” City Marker 1” lettering, wall mounted 396
11 lines, 36 spaces each $1,900
‘ D 36" x 24”7 City Marker 5/8” lettering, wall mounted 848 $2,040
16 lines, 53 spaces each
@ E 36" x 24”7 City Marker 1” lettering, post mounted, 396 $2,150
same text each side 11 lines, 36 spaces each
@ F 36" x 24" City Marker 5/8” lettering, post mounted, 848
same text each side 16 lines, 53 spaces each $2,300
@ G 36" x 24” City Marker 1” lettering, post mounted, 792
" different text each side 11 fines, 36 spaces each $2,450
396 characters per side
@ H 36" x 24" City Marker 5/8” lettering, post mounted, 1696
different text each side 16 lines, 53 spaces each $2,520
848 characters per side
@ | 72”7 x 54”7 | Two-Post Marker | 1%” lettering, post mounted
(Posts not included) 1196 $6,020
26 lines, 46 spaces each
@ J 72”7 x 54”7 | Two-Post Marker | 1” lettering, post mounted 2006
{Posts not inlcuded) 34 lines, 59 spaces each $6,550

* Price includes shipping. Prices last updated May 2023. Prices subject to change at any time, Verify all pricing with SEWAH Studios

at 1-888-55-SEWAH.

Other costs:

Post for highway/city markers:

$375 each

Posts for 72 x 54 with pyramidal cap: $950 pair

Refurbish city/highway markers:

Refurbish 2-post markers:

$1200 (includes round trip shipping), with cap repair $1,450

$3,250




9 Suggested marker narratwe text-—Type or prmt your suggested marker narratwe text beiow Attach addmonal sheets ;
 as necessary In addmon to submltnng this apphcanon, the Socsety requests that thrs narratlve text be. submltted wa emall asa
Mncrosoft Word document attachment A!l text is: sub;ect to echtmg by the Wlsconsm Htstoncal Socnety




10 - Application submitted by

Name

Organization

Address

City, State, Zip

Telephone

Email

I have verified that the above information is accurate and correct to the best of my knowledge. | will fund and maintain the
marker, or | am authorized to commit the person or organization named in Section 5 to fund the marker, and | am authorized to
commit the person or organization named in Section 6 to the maintenance of the marker. 1 understand the legal obligations of
marker applicants under Wisconsin Statutes.

Applicant signature: Date:

1= Biling address (SEWAH Studios wil direct il marker applicants]

Name

Organization

Address

City, State, Zip

.v12—-5hlpplng address lf dlfferent from bllllng address. Commermal addresses open durmg regular busmess hours are o
Preferred i : : . : i S : '

Name

Qrganization

Address

City, State, Zip

'; 3—Subm|t d grtal rmages— Once the marker has been rnstalled the apphcant must submlt three hrgh-resolutlon dlgltal im-
“.ages (preferably }pegs) of the marker to the Wrsconsm Hxstoncal Socrety e ' : SR '

Send appllcatrons to:

Wisconsin Historical Society
State Historical Markers Program, Rm 454
816 State Street Madison, Wil 53706

Email your narrative text to fitzie.heimdahi@wisconsinhistory.org

The Society will review and approve applications that meet the requirements under Wisconsin Statute s. HS 4.06. An application
wrll be approved or dlsapproved within 180 ‘days. of recelpt by the Soc1ety Marker mstalkatron will be the responsrbrhtv of the
apphcant Markers wrll be shlpped and lnvolced dlrectly from the marker manufacturer tothe apphcant




THE OLD VILLAGE OF DEKORRA

Before the Introdustion of the railroed. the Wisconsin River
pravided onc of the mest practicat means of transporting tumber
and farm products o distant markets. he old ¥illsge of
Dekorrs was beactifully sftuated to fake advantags of - this
river traffic. 1 had a good river iandlng that had been long
used by Nafive gpeopies and the Jandlag provided access to a
gy ey of Netive Amerlcan tralls, some of which would be
evetoped Into early Wiscontta terrficrial roade.
The river landing wae first platted by Thompson. Trimbic and
Morton ss Xentutky Clty {n 1837. The fret and only bullding
In the city way the home of Lafayette Hifl, which slse serve.
8% an fnn and tavern. The criginal sctticment well site i marked
with 8 replics of the old windiase wril, & few hondred feet
to the cast of thix marker.
Thormpton and Teimble tack gole cwnership of the landing In
1843 and repletted it as the Village of Gekorra. [t was named
for Oid Gray-headed Decorah, a well pe: Ho-Chunk
leeder of the time. Thompson and Trimble hag the Dekorra
Miit bullt outside of the village on Hocky Run cek. It waz
the first grist sl in south-centrsi Wisconsin, Though the mill
iy long gons, the mil gransry stili stands today, northaast of
the Counfy ¢V lunction. Remnants of fhe millrace and the
milipond can slio be found just ¢ast of the mill cte.
As lumber raft traffic Increased sround the grest Wisconsin
inery. the Villege of Dehorrs quickiy beca sn Important
r\;mber distridution center for Madison and the surrounding arca.
The thriving village had a thousend foot whart, Inns, taverns,
several storey, two blackemiths, 8 wagsn maker, and & peat office.
it ajzo bpaited cne of the best ferrles on the river, which
operated from where the DNR boat landing 15 lovated todsy.
Ths completion of the Madlson-Poriage Rallroag fn 1870,
which bypassed the village, isd to the eventual eng of the
tiow of fumber rafts and Yo a deciine in the local miif irade.
The Villsge of Dekorrs slowly dizappesred. feaving faw
reminders of ive vibrant past.

Erected ¥020
Wisconsin Historlical Society
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RE: Property Owner Permission for Proposed Wisconsin
State Historical Marker

As owner, or the official representative of the owner of the [NAME] property at [ADDRESS] I

grant permission for the proposed [MARKER NAME] Wisconsin State Historical Marker to be

erected at the location agreed upon by the applicant, myself, the Wisconsin Historical Society,
and the oiganization résponsible for marker mainténance.

I fully understand that this permission includes the following, as defined by the Wisconsin Historical
Society’s State Historical Markers Prograin throtigh Wisconsin Statute 44.15:

« To allow the public to stand or sit on my property so
that the marker may be easily read, viewed,
photographed, and enjoyed.

- To allow access to the marker (free of charge)
between dawn and dusk, seven days a week, and
365 days a year.

« To notify the organization responsible for marker
maintenance and the Wisconsin Historical Society, if
the marker is in need of cleaning, repair, or

refurbishment, and to grant them access to the
marker for any needed work.

- To promptly report to the Wisconsin Historical
Society and the marker maintenance organization
if the marker is missing, damaged, or stolen, and to
grant them access to the marker for any needed
work.

- To allow (free of charge) photographs, location
information, and address of the marker to be
published on the Wisconsin Historical Marker
website and held in the program’s permanent marker
file.

+ To allow (free of charge) photographs, location
information, and address of the marker to be
published by individuals or organizations granted such
usage by the Wisconsin Historical Markers program.

- To allow the marker to stand in perpetuity and not
remove or move it without consultation with the
Wisconsin Historical Markers Coordinator at the
Wisconsin Historical Society.

» That should I sell or otherwise relinquish ownership

of the property I will alert the Wisconsin Historical
Markers Coordinator at the Wisconsin Historical



Society, the marker maintenance organization, and
the new owner(s) so that arrangements may be
made to continue this agreement.

By my signature, I hereby agree to the terms above and certify that I have the authority to
enter into such an agreement on behalf of the above named party.
1 look forward to being a part of the Wisconsin Historical Marker program and being a
custodian of this important piece of Wisconsin’s history.
[Be sure to date the letter and include property owner’s signature, address, phone
number, and email information.]



Maintenance Commitment for Propoesed Wisconsin Historical Marker

Re: [Marker Title] Wisconsin Historical Marker located at [Address]

This agreement verifies, on behalf of [ORGANIZATION NAME], that the said
organization will be responsible for the maintenance of the above listed historical marker in
perpetuity.

[Organization Name] fully understands that this long-term maintenance agreement, as defined by the

Wisconsin Historical Society’s State Historical Markers Program through Wisconsin Statute 44.15,
cominits the organization to the following:

« To bear responsibility for long-term maintenance and
care of the marker including regularly cleaning with
a clean cloth and warm soapy water (nothing
abrasive or with wax), touch-up painting, and
refurbishing the marker should it become too aged
or weathered for continued display.

« To promptly report to the Wisconsin Historical
Marker Program Coordinator if the marker is
missing, damaged, stolen, moved, or in need of
refurbishment.

« To bear the responsibility for the full-cost of
refurbishment and/or replacement of the marker
should it be weather-worn, damaged, or stolen.

Should replacement become necessary, we also agree that we will not replace the marker with
any facsimile but will work with the original manufacturer of the marker, Sewah Studios, and
the Wisconsin Historical Markers Program Coordinator to order a replacement historical
marker.

We promise to care for the marker as we would any other object we value highly, for the
benefit of the historical education of our visitors, our organization, and the citizens of
Wisconsin.

By my signature, I hereby agree to the terms stated above and certify that I have the
authority to enter into such an agreement on behalf of the [Organization Name].

Representative Signature: Date:

Printed Narme:

[Please be sure to date the letter, include an authorized signature, and if not using
organizational letterhead to include address, phone number, and email information.]



