
ORDINANCE # 2020______ 
 

AN ORDINANCE GRANTING A SPECIAL USE 
FOR A SOLAR FARM WITHIN THE  
LI, LIGHT INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT 

(4324 Illinois Route 173 (East Half) 
 

 
WHEREAS, the Village of Poplar Grove has adopted Title 8, Zoning in 
accordance with the provisions of Illinois Compiled Statutes, to regulate the use 
of land and specify the minimum requirements for improvements on land in the 
Village of Poplar Grove; and 
 
WHEREAS, special uses are certain municipal or private uses that due to their 
physical or operational characteristics may pose a threat to the value, use and 
enjoyment of adjoining property and are reviewed on a case by case basis, and 
are permitted only by permission of the Poplar Grove Village Board; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the applicant, Poplar Grove Solar, PO Box 310, Highland Park, IL 
60035 on behalf of the property owner, DYN 173 LLC (First Midwest Group), 
6801 Spring Creek Road, Rockford, IL 61114 has petitioned the Village for a 
special use for a solar farm at 4324 Illinois Route 173 (East Half); and, 
 
WHEREAS, after due notice by publication pursuant to the Illinois State Statutes, 
the Village of Poplar Grove Planning and Zoning Commission held a public 
hearing on September 23, 2020 concerning the proposed special use; and,  
 
WHEREAS, the Village of Poplar Grove Planning and Zoning Commission 
having examined said application and having considered the evidence, both oral 
and documentary, and being fully advised about the premises did make findings 
of fact and a recommendation; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the corporate authorities of the Village considered the findings of 
fact and concur with the recommendation of the Planning and Zoning 
Commission. 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE PRESIDENT AND VILLAGE 
BOARD OF THE VILLAGE OF POPLAR GROVE, BOONE COUNTY, 
ILLINOIS, AS FOLLOWS: 
 
Section 1.  That a special use in the LI, Light Industrial District for a solar farm 
on the property (as depicted on Attachment A) legally described as:  
 

The South Half of the Southwest Quarter of Section 14; also all that part of 
the North Half of the Northwest Quarter of Section 23, lying North of the 
right of way of the Chicago Northwestern Railway Company, excepting 
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from the above one acre in said Northwest Quarter of Section 23, deeded 
to Wayne Wheeler, as appears of record in Book 94 of Deeds, Page 533, 
Boone County Records, and excepting 4.84 acres in the South Half of the 
Southwest Quarter of Section 14, deed to Floyd Newhouse, as appears of 
record in Book 103 of Deeds, on Page 444 also excepting “Tract A” 
containing .971 acres and “Tract B” containing 4.856 acres in South Half 
of the Southwest Quarter of Section 14 deed to Floyd Newhouse and 
Wife, as appears of record in Book 111 of Deeds, Page 359 Boone 
County Records and also excepting that part of the Northwest Quarter of 
said Section 23 Deed to John Bullard and Wife, as appears of Record in 
Book 106 of Deeds, on Page 504 Boone County Records all of the above 
situated in Township 45 North, Range 3 East of the Third Principal 
Meridian, in Boone County, State of Illinois and more particularly 
described as follows to wit: 
 
Part of the Southwest Quarter (1/4) of Section Fourteen (14), Township 
Forty-Five (45) North, Range Three (3) East of the Third Principal 
Meridian, bounded and described as follows, to wit: Beginning at the 
Southwest Corner of the Southwest Quarter of said Section; thence North 
00 degrees 36 minutes 51 seconds East, along the West line of the 
Southwest Quarter of said Section 1326.34 feet to the North Line of the 
South Half of the Southwest Quarter of said Section; thence South 89 
degrees 49 minutes 33 seconds East, along the North Line of the South 
Half of the Southwest Quarter of said Section 2400.02 feet to the West 
Line of “Tract A” of premises conveyed Allan B. Wares to Floyd Newhouse 
and Shirley Newhouse by quit claim deed dated December 26, 1952 and 
recorded in Book 111 of Deeds on Page 359 in the Recorder’s Office of 
Boone County, Illinois; thence South 00 degrees 38 minutes 50 seconds 
West, along the West Line of “Tract A” of said premises so conveyed to 
Newhouse as aforesaid and the Southerly extension thereof, 1324.88 feet 
to the South Line of the Southwest Quarter of said Section; thence North 
89 degrees 51 minutes 38 seconds West, along the South Line of the 
Southwest Quarter of said Section 2399.26 feet to the Point of Beginning, 
subject to the rights of the public and State of Illinois in and to those 
portions thereof taken, used or dedicated for public road purposes. 
Situated in the County of Boone and State of Illinois. Part of PIN:  03-14-
300-002. 

 
Be and is hereby approved, subject to the following conditions: 

 
1. Substantial compliance with the narrative and site plan submitted, unless 

otherwise noted. (Attachment B) 
2. All vegetation shall be approved by the Boone County Conservation 

District.  Pollinator friendly vegetation shall be used. 



Ordinance #2020_____  
Page 3 of 15 

 

3. A decommissioning and reclamation plan shall be submitted to and 
approved by the Village of Poplar Grove prior to the commencement of the 
development.  

4. A surety, covering the complete execution of the decommissioning and 
reclamation plan for when the project ends shall be posted prior to the 
commencement of the development. 

5. A subsurface agricultural investigation and survey shall be performed to 
accurately locate, map, and protect tiles, prior to any construction activity.  
The drainage system shall be protected and repaired or replaced, as 
necessary, during the term of the special use to avoid any issues with the 
Illinois Drainage Law and any unforeseen flooding or impact to drainage 
that could negatively impact this project or any adjacent landowners. 

6. The applicant shall provide training to Boone County Fire District 3 
pertaining to the hazards in conducting fire control and extinguishment of 
the proposed solar system. 

7. Inspection risers shall be installed between PINs:  03-14-300-001 and 03-
14-300-002 and Illinois Route 173 

 
Section 2.  That the premises shall be used in accordance with and subject to 
the applicable provisions of the Zoning Ordinance of the Village of Poplar Grove 
and shall not be used except as may otherwise be expressly authorized by this 
Special Use. 
 
Section 3.   That acceptance of any of the benefits of this Special Use shall be 
deemed acceptance of all the terms and conditions set forth herein. 

 
Section 4.   This ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its 
passage, approval, and publication in pamphlet form as provided by law. 
 
Section 5.  Except as expressly modified or amended in this Ordinance, all 
other terms, conditions, and provisions of the Village Code of Ordinances not so 
modified or amended, shall remain in full force and effect; provided, however, 
that any provision of the Village Code of Ordinances shall be deemed modified 
as necessary to give practical effect to the provisions of this Ordinance.  To the 
extent that the terms and provisions of this Ordinance conflict the Village Code of 
Ordinances, the terms and provisions of this Ordinance shall control.  
 
PASSED by the Village Board of the Village of Poplar Grove this ____ day of 
_______, 2020. 

 
APPROVED by the President of the Village of Poplar Grove this ____ day of 
_______, 2020. 
 
 

____________________________  
Owen Costanza, Village President 
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ATTEST: 
 
 
_________________________ 
Karri Anderberg, Village Clerk 
       
 
 
Ayes:____    Nays: ____   Absent ____ 
 
 
Village Board Members Voting Aye:      
 
 
Village Board Members Voting Nay:  
 
Date Published:  ______________________   Sponsor:___________________  
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Attachment A 
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Attachment B 
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