
                     TOWN COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM 

________________________________________________________ 

MEETING DATE: March 10, 2026 

 
Agenda Title/Category: 
 

FYE26 Audit Contract / Consent Agenda  

Staff Contact/Presenter: 
 

Christopher Tucker, Asst. Town Manager 
 

Meets Strategic Initiative or 
Approved Plan: 
 

 Yes No If yes, 
list: 

N/A 

  

Background: 
 
 
 
 

NC General Statutes require an independent CPA review 
the financial representations of the Town at the close of 
each fiscal year. 
 

Discussion: 
 
 
 
 

Staff wishes to remain engaged with Martin Starnes and 
Associates via annual contract.    

Fiscal impact: 
 
 

MSA has presented a contract not to exceed $77,000. 

Attachments: 
 
 
 
 

Staff Memo, FYE26 Audit Contract 

Recommended Motion to be made 
by Council: 
 
 

Approve as Presented 

 



 

 

 

 

March 6, 2026 

 

To:  Honorable Mayor and Town Council 

 Ryan Spitzer, Town Manager 

 Lisa Snyder, Town Clerk 

From: Christopher Tucker, Asst. Town Manager     CMT 

RE: Council Action Request – Audit Contract 

 

For Council’s consideration at the March 10, 2026 Council Meeting, please find attached for 

approval, FYE2026 Audit Contract with Martin Starnes and Associates in the not to exceed 

amount of $77,000. 

In accordance with NC General Statutes, the Town is required to have an annual independent 

audit by a CPA or CPA firm. Martin Starnes & Associates, CPAs, P.A. (MSA) from Hickory, NC has 

conducted the Town’s annual independent audit for the last several years.  

MSA is a widely respected firm for governmental audits in North Carolina and our previous 

engagements should all be considered successful.  

MSA has presented a contract to audit the Town’s Fiscal Year Ending (FYE) 2026 financial 

statements in the amount of $68,100. Additionally, the contract presents $8,900 to write the 

financial statements.  

Staff recommends the Town continues its relationship with MSA via contract approval.  

 



CONTRACT TO AUDIT ACCOUNTS LGC-205  Rev. /2  

The 

of 

and 

and 

for 

Primary Government Unit, together with DPCU (if applicable), hereinafter referred to as Governmental Unit(s) 

Auditor Name 

Auditor Address 

Hereinafter referred to as Auditor 

hereby agree as follows: 

Must be within  months of FYE 

The Auditor shall audit all statements and disclosures required by U.S. uditing
standards (GAAS) and additional required legal 

statements and disclosures of all funds and/or divisions of the Governmental Unit(s). The non-major combining, 
and individual fund statements and schedules shall be subjected to the auditing procedures applied in the audit 
of the basic financial statements and an opinion shall be rendered in relation to (as applicable) the governmental 
activities, the business-type activities, the aggregate DPCUs, each major governmental and enterprise fund, 
and the aggregate remaining fund information (non-major government and enterprise funds, the internal service 
fund type, and the fiduciary fund types).
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Governing Board 

Primary Government Unit

Discretely Presented Component Unit (DPCU) (if applicable) 

Fiscal Year Ending  

Town Council

Town of Pineville, NC

N/A

Martin Starnes & Associates, CPAs. P.A.

730 13th Avenue Drive SE, Hickory NC 28602

06/30/26 12/31/26



CONTRACT TO AUDIT ACCOUNTS LGC-205  Rev. /20  

If an entity is determined to be a component of another government as defined by the group audit
standards, the entity’s auditor shall make a good faith effort to comply in a timely manner with the requests of
the group auditor in accordance with AU-6 §600.41 - §600.42.

This contract contemplates an unmodified opinion being rendered. If during the process of conducting
the audit, the Auditor determines that it will not be possible to render an unmodified opinion on the financial
statements of the unit, the Auditor shall contact the LGC taff to discuss the circumstances leading to that
conclusion as soon as is practical and before the final report is issued. The audit shall include such tests of the
accounting records and such other auditing procedures as are considered by the Auditor to be necessary in the
circumstances. Any limitations or restrictions in scope which would lead to a qualification should be fully
explained in an attachment to this contract.

If this audit engagement is subject to the standards for audit as defined in Government Auditing
Standards 201  revision  issued by the Comptroller General of the
United States, then by accepting this engagement, the Auditor warrants that he she has met the
requirements for a peer review and continuing education as specified in Government Auditing Standards. The
Auditor agrees to provide a copy of the most recent peer review report to the Governmental Unit(s) and the
Secretary of the LGC prior to the execution of an audit contract. Subsequent submissions of the report are
required only upon report expiration or upon uditor’s receipt of an updated peer review report. If the audit
firm receive  a peer review rating other than pass, the Auditor shall not contract with the Governmental Unit(s)
without first contacting the Secretary of the LGC for a peer review analysis that may result in additional
contractual requirements.
If the audit engagement is not subject to Government A  Standards or if financial statements are not 
prepared in accordance with U.S. generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) and fail to include all 
disclosures required by GAAP, the Auditor shall provide an explanation as to why in an attachment to this 
contract or in an amendment. 

It is agreed that time is of the essence in this contract. All audits are to be performed  and the report of
audit submitted to LGC aff  within  months of fiscal year end. 

If it becomes necessary to amend th
, an amended contract along with a written explanation of the  shall be submitted to the

Secretary of the LGC for approval.

Page 



CONTRACT TO AUDIT ACCOUNTS LGC-205  Rev. /20

t  agencies or other organizations)
as required under the Federal and State Single Audit Act. This does not include fees for
any pre-issuance reviews that may be required by the  Association of 

 (NCACPA) Peer Review Committee or State Board of CPA Examiners (see
 13).

If the Governmental Unit(s) has/have outstanding revenue bonds, the Auditor shall submit to LGC taff,
either in the notes to the audited financial statements or as a separate report, a calculation demonstrating
compliance with the revenue bond rate covenant. Additionally, the Auditor shall submit to LGC taff
simultaneously with the Governmental Unit’s (Units’) audited financial statements any other bond compliance
statements or additional reports required by the authorizing bond documents, unless otherwise specified in the
bond documents.

After completing the audit, the Auditor shall submit to the Governing Board a written report of audit. This
report shall include, but not be limited to, the following information: (a) Management’s Discussion and Analysis,
(b) the financial statements and notes of the Governmental Unit(s) and all of its component units prepared in
accordance with GAAP, (c) supplementary information requested by the Governmental Unit(s) or required for full
disclosure under the law, and (d) the Auditor’s opinion on the material presented. The Auditor shall furnish the
required number of copies of the report of audit to the Governing Board upon completion.

I
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CONTRACT TO AUDIT ACCOUNTS LGC-205  Rev. /20

Page  

If an approved contract needs to be modified or amended for any reason, the change shall be made in
writing preaudited if the change includes a change in audit fee (preaudit requirement does not apply to
ospitals). This amended contract shall be completed in full, including a written explanation of the change,

signed and dated by all original parties to the contract. It shall then be submitted to the Secretary of the LGC for
approval. No change to the audit contract shall be effective unless approved by the Secretary of the LGC.

A copy of the engagement letter, issued by the Auditor and signed by both the Auditor and the
Governmental Unit(s), shall be attached to this contract, and except for fees, work, and terms not related to audit
services, shall be incorporated by reference as if fully set forth herein as part of this contract. In case of conflict
between the terms of the engagement letter and the terms of this contract, the terms of this contract shall take
precedence. Engagement letter terms that conflict with the contract are deemed to be void unless the conflicting
terms of this contract are specifically deleted in   of this contract. Engagement letters containing
indemnification clauses shall not be accepted by LGC Staff.

Special provisions should be limited. Please list any special provisions in an attachment.

A separate contract should not be made for each division to be audited or report to be submitted. If a
DPCU is subject to the audit requirements detailed in he Local Government Budget and Fiscal Control Act and
a separate audit report is issued, a separate audit contract is required. If a separate report is not to be issued
and the DPCU is included in the primary government audit, the DPCU shall be named along with the p
government on this audit contract. DPCU Board approval date, signatures from the DPCU Board chairman and

inance fficer also shall be included on this contract.

The contract shall be executed, preaudited (preaudit requirement does not apply to hospitals) and
physically signed by all parties including Governmental Unit(s) and the Auditor, then submitted in PDF format to
the Secretary of the LGC.

The contract is not valid until it is approved by the Secretary of the LGC. The staff of the LGC shall notify
the Governmental Unit and Auditor of contract approval by email. The audit should not be started before the
contract is approved.

Retention of Client Records: Auditors are subject to the NC State Board of CPA Examiners’ Retention of
Client Records Rule 21 NCAC 08N .0305 as it relates to the provision of audit and other attest services, as well
as non-attest services. Clients and former clients should be familiar with the requirements of this rule prior to
requesting the return of records.



CONTRACT TO AUDIT ACCOUNTS LGC-205  Rev. /20  

Page  

E-Verify. Auditor shall comply with the requirements of NCGS Chapter 64 Article 2. Further, if 
Auditor utilizes any subcontractor(s), Auditor shall require such subcontractor(s) to comply with the
requirements of NCGS Chapter 64, Article 2.

or all non-attest services, the Auditor shall adhere to the independence rules of the AICPA
Professional Code of Conduct and  (as applicable).

inancial statement shall be deemed a “significant threat” requiring the Auditor to
apply safeguards sufficient to reduce the threat to an acceptable level. If the Auditor cannot reduce the threats
to an acceptable level, the Auditor cannot complete the audit. If the Auditor is able to reduce the threats to an
acceptable level, the documentation of this determination, including the safeguards applied, must be included
in the audit workpapers.

All non-attest service(s) being performed by the Auditor that are necessary to perform the audit must be
identified and included in this contract. The Governmental Unit shall designate an individual with the suitable
skills, knowledge, and/or experience (SKE) necessary to oversee the services and accept responsibility for
the results of the services performed. If the Auditor is able to identify an individual with the appropriate SKE,

 must document and include in the audit workpapers how  reached that conclusion. If 
the Auditor determines that an individual with the appropriate SKE cannot be identified, the Auditor cannot 
perform both the non-attest service(s) and the audit. See "Fees for Audit Services" page of this contract to 
disclose the person identified as having the appropriate SKE for the Governmental Unit.



CONTRACT TO AUDIT ACCOUNTS LGC-205  Rev. /20  

The process for submitting contracts, audit reports and invoices is subject to change. Auditors and
nits should use the submission process and instructions in effect at the time of submission. Refer to the

N.C. Department of State Treasurer website at 

Page  



CONTRACT TO AUDIT ACCOUNTS LGC-205  Rev. /20

FEES FOR AUDIT SERVICES 

1. For all non-attest services, the Auditor shall adhere to the independence rules of the AICPA Professional
Code of Conduct (as applicable) and Government Auditing Standards,2018 Revision. Refer to 
2  of this contract for specific requirements. The following information must be provided by the Auditor;
contracts presented to the LGC without his information will be not be approved.
Financial statements were prepared by: Auditor Governmental Unit Third Party 

If applicable: ndividual at Governmental Unit designated to have the suitable skills, knowledge, 
and/or experience (SKE) necessary to oversee the non-attest  services  and  accept  responsibility  for  the 
results of these services:      
 Name:   Title :    Email Address: 

Fees may not be included in this contract for work performed on Annual Financial Information Reports
(AFIRs), Form 990s, or other services not associated with audit fees and costs. Such fees may be included in the
engagement letter but may not be included in this contract or in any invoices requiring approval of the LGC. See

 8  for details on other allowable and excluded fees.

Prior to submission of the completed audited financial report  applicable compliance reports
  (if required) the Auditor may submit invoices for approval

for services rendered , not to exceed 75% of the billings
 All invoices for services rendered in an

audit engagement as defined in 20 NCAC .0503 shall be submitted to the  for approval
before any payment is made. Payment before approval is a violation of law. (This  not applicable to
contracts

 

Audit Fee  $ 
Fee per Major Program $ 

inancial Statement $ 
All Other Non-Attest Services $ 

 

Audit Fee  $ 
Fee per Major Program $ 

Financial Statement  $ 

All Other Non-Attest Services $ 
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 $ 

 $ 

✔

Christopher Tucker Assistant Town Manager/Finance Director - Town of Pineville ctucker@pinevillenc.gov

Town of Pineville, NC

68,100 ($63,600 audit + $4,500 single audit for up to 2 programs)

4,500 per major program in excess of 2

8,900

77,000 (includes 2 major programs)

N/A



LGC-205 CONTRACT TO AUDIT ACCOUNTS Rev.
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SIGNATURE PAGE

AUDIT FIRM

Audit Firm

Authorized Firm Representative (typed or printed) Signature

Date Email Address

GOVERNMENTAL UNIT

Governmental Unit

Date Governing Board Approved Audit Contract

Mayor/Chairperson (typed or printed) Signature

Date Email Address

Chair of Audit Committee (typed or printed, or “NA”) Signature

Date Email Address

GOVERNMENTAL UNIT – PREAUDIT CERTIFICAT

Required by G.S. 159-28(a1) or G.S. 115C-441(a1)

This instrument has been preaudited in the manner required by The Local Government Budget and Fiscal
Control Act or by he School Budget and Fiscal Control Act. 

Primary Governmental Unit Finance Officer (typed or printed) Signature

Date of Pre udit Certificate Email Address

ess

Martin Starnes & Associates, CPAs. P.A.

Amber Y. McGhinnis

03/04/26  amcghinnis@msa.cpa

Town of Pineville, NC

 Amelia Stinson-Wesley, Mayor

 astinsonwesley@pinevillenc.gov

N/A

77,000 (includes 2 major programs)

 Christopher Tucker, Assistant Town Manager/Finance Director

 ctucker@pinevillenc.gov
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SIGNATURE PAGE – DPCU
(complete only if applicable)

DISCRETELY PRESENTED COMPONENT UNIT

DPCU

Date DPCU Governing Board Approved Audit Contract

Chairperson (typed or printed) Signature

Date Email Address

Chair of Audit Committee (typed or printed, or “NA”) Signature

Date Email Address

DPCU – PREAUDIT CERTIFICATE

Required by G.S. 159-28(a1) or G.S. 115C-441(a1

This instrument has been preaudited in the manner required by The Local Government Budget and Fiscal
Control Act or by he School Budget and Fiscal Control Act.

 Finance Officer (typed or printed) Signature

Date of Pre udit Certificate Email Address

S

N/A

N/A

N/A

PRINT



deandorton.com

Report on the Firm’s System of Quality Control

To the Shareholders of Martin Starnes & Associates, CPAs, P.A. and the 
Peer Review Committee, Coastal Peer Review, Inc.

We have reviewed the system of quality control for the accounting and auditing practice of Martin Starnes & 
Associates, CPAs, P.A. (the firm) in effect for the year ended December 31, 2023. Our peer review was conducted 
in accordance with the Standards for Performing and Reporting on Peer Reviews established by the Peer Review 
Board of the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants (Standards). 

A summary of the nature, objectives, scope, limitations of, and the procedures performed in a System Review as 
described in the Standards may be found at www.aicpa.org/prsummary. The summary also includes an explanation 
of how engagements identified as not performed or reported in conformity with applicable professional standards, if 
any, are evaluated by a peer reviewer to determine a peer review rating.  

Firm’s Responsibility
The firm is responsible for designing a system of quality control and complying with it to provide the firm with 
reasonable assurance of performing and reporting in conformity with applicable professional standards in all 
material respects. The firm is also responsible for evaluating actions to promptly remediate engagements deemed
as not performed or reported in conformity with professional standards, when appropriate, and for remediating 
weaknesses in its system of quality control, if any.

Peer Reviewer’s Responsibility
Our responsibility is to express an opinion on the design of the system of quality control and the firm’s compliance 
therewith based on our review. 

Required Selections and Considerations
Engagements selected for review included engagements performed under Government Auditing Standards, 
including  compliance audits under the Single Audit Act and an audit of an employee benefit plan.  

As part of our peer review, we considered reviews by regulatory entities as communicated by the firm, if applicable, 
in determining the nature and extent of our procedures.

Opinion
In our opinion, the system of quality control for the accounting and auditing practice of Martin Starnes & Associates, 
CPAs, P.A. in effect for the year ended December 31, 2023, has been suitably designed and complied with to 
provide the firm with reasonable assurance of performing and reporting in conformity with applicable professional 
standards in all material respects. Firms can receive a rating of pass, pass with deficiency(ies) or fail. Martin 
Starnes & Associates, CPAs, P.A. has received a peer review rating of pass.

Dean Dorton Allen Ford, PLLC
May 10, 2024 
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