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TO:   Borough Assembly 

FROM:   Planning Commission 

Subject:  Sale of Borough-Owned Property at 103A Dock St 

Wikan Enterprises 

 

   

  

  

   

 

 

  

 

 

    

 

 

  

 

  

    

 

 

 

 
Motion passed 7-0.

The borough owned property at 103A Dock Street be approved for sale.

following recommendation:

Based on the preceding findings of fact, the Petersburg Planning Commission makes the 

applicant materials, public comments and testimony, and staff comments.

Commission. At the public hearing, the Planning Commission considered and reviewed 
On July 11, 2023, a duly noticed public hearing was held by the Petersburg Planning 10.

Hearing notices were mailed to property owners within 600 feet of the area.9.

application.

Borough departments have reviewed the request and their comments are attached to the 8.

needed for public purposes.

Per borough code, tidelands maybe sold in isolated and necessary instances when not 7.

No portion of the property is located within a flood zone.6.

property is zoned Industrial.

PMC 16.12.050 requires a property be zoned prior to approval for disposal. Subject 5.

The subject property has legal and practical access from Mitkof Highway and Dock St.4.

structure/shop.

The subject property is currently leased from the borough by Wikan Enterprises and has a 3.

Application was referred to the Planning Commission on June 26, 2023.2.

located at 103 A Dock St (PID#: 01-010-037).

Applicant is requesting to purchase approximately 6,722 sf of borough-owned tidelands 1.

The Petersburg Planning & Zoning Commission makes the following findings of fact:
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Esri, HERE, Garmin, NGA, USGS, NRCan

PROPERTY AREA

Wikan Enterprises 
103A Dock Street

01-010-037
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From: Debra Thompson
To: Anna Caulum
Cc: Liz Cabrera; Ray Wesebaum
Subject: FW: Letter in Support of Land Sale to Wikan Enterprises
Date: Wednesday, July 5, 2023 11:54:06 AM

From: Kirby Green <shirt50@yahoo.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, July 4, 2023 7:53 AM
To: Debra Thompson <dthompson@petersburgak.gov>
Subject: Letter in Support of Land Sale to Wikan Enterprises

Dear Ms. Thompson, 

Below please find a letter intended for the Borough Planning Commission supporting the sale of
borough land to Wikan Enterprises. I apologize for not having it in a format that’s easier to share, but
I’m working off my iPad. Please feel free to copy and paste it into Word or whichever format works
best for you. Thank you!

Kirby Green

Dear Petersburg Borough Planning Commission,

I am writing to strongly urge the Planning Commission to recommend allowing Wikan Enterprises
Inc. (owners John and Sheri Wikan) to purchase the property where their business is located. This
business is an integral part of Petersburg’s economy and by approving the sale of the land the
Petersburg Borough can help ensure the health of the fishing industry, in the “town that fish built”,
into the future.

Wikan Enterprises provides a level of service, professionalism, and human touch that is rare in any
industry. As the current owners prepare to retire it is extremely important that the Borough does
what it can to allow the business to continue and thrive here in Petersburg. The Planning
Commission can do this by recommending the sale of currently lease held land to Wikan Enterprises.
This will allow the potential buyers of the business to secure more favorable lending, own the shop
outright, and continue to provide an incredibly valuable service to Petersburg residents.

Selling the property is in line with the stated goal of having businesses in that area that are focused
on the marine industry. It would also send a message that the Borough is supportive of local small
businesses and entrepreneurs. Having a knowledgeable and capable diesel mechanic in Petersburg
benefits every local business by attracting more boats and people to town. Wrangell, Sitka and
Ketchikan have increased their services for the commercial and recreational boating sector in recent
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years and it is vital that Petersburg do the same.

On a more personal note, the idea of not having a diesel repair business like Wikan Enterprises in
Petersburg is concerning. I am a seasonal resident of Petersburg whose fishing business has happily
operated here for 25 years. Without reliable engine repair service, advice, and supplies I would
reluctantly (extremely reluctantly due to my love for this place) consider moving at least part of my
business to another town in Southeast. I strongly urge the Planning Commission to support the sale
of land to Wikan Enterprises and help create a stronger future for the city and borough.

Thank you,
Kirby Green
F/V Janet G LLC
206-817-5033
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From: Debra Thompson
To: Anna Caulum
Cc: Liz Cabrera; Ray Wesebaum
Subject: FW: Wikan Enterprises
Date: Friday, July 7, 2023 8:59:01 AM

 
From: tina green <tlbg2583@yahoo.com> 
Sent: Friday, July 7, 2023 8:28 AM
To: Debra Thompson <dthompson@petersburgak.gov>
Subject: Wikan Enterprises
 
To the Board
 
Please approve the request from Wikan Enterprises to purchase the lot on Dock Street where the
marine diesel shop is built. We are in support of this sale from the Borough in order that the
business can be sold.
Thank you for considering this - a very important transaction in order to keep this vital service in
Petersburg. 
 
Thank you 
Jim Green
Tina Green
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June 30, 2023 

Debbie Thompson, Deputy Borough Clerk 
Petersburg, Alaska  

Hi Debbie and Planning Commission, 

I received a letter from John & Sheri Wikan outlining their trials of selling the business and the 
problems tied to the leased land that their business building has sat on for the last 30+ years. 

The fishing community is going to miss the expertise of these two as they start their well-
deserved retirement process.  The bit of light at the end of this tunnel for the fishing fleet is Earl 
Warner and Hillary McDonald are learning the skill set for repair of diesel machinery. This skill 
is very limited in town, it’s kind of scary how limited it is.  Warner & McDonald would like to 
purchase the Wikan’s business to continue machine repair but not having the property attached 
(only leased) is not a financial investment.  Banks like owned property not leased. 

Both Kurt and I support the borough in selling this parcel of land to Wikans. Why not sell the 
property at fair market value to them.  Let’s keep business in Petersburg. 

Kurt & Janet Kvernvik 
PO Box 1081 
Petersburg AK 99833 

FV Island Girl 
FV Marsons 
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From: Debra Thompson
To: Anna Caulum
Cc: Liz Cabrera; Ray Wesebaum
Subject: FW: Letter of Support for Wikan Enterprises
Date: Monday, July 10, 2023 1:28:17 PM

From: Sheri Wikan <swikan@gmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, July 10, 2023 12:16 PM
To: Debra Thompson <dthompson@petersburgak.gov>
Subject: Letter of Support for Wikan Enterprises

Dear Debbie Thompson

I am writing this letter in support of a direct sell of property to Wikan Enterprise on which it is now
situated.

I believe that Wikan Enterprise has and will continue to be a solid business that will support the 100s
of commercial vessels that call Petersburg home if the land sell is direct to them.

As a vessel owner of the F/V Cape Reliant I have been dependent on Wikans expertise for 25 plus
years to keep me up and running so we could support several families with good income producing
jobs and substantial tax revenue to the town of Petersburg.

As all buisness know professionals are extremely difficult to find. What Wikan Enterprise is proposing
is a secure and stable business in Petersburg for the long term.

To deny the direct land purchase to Wikan Enterprise will do a deserves to all of Petersburg,
buisness and families and the city itself.

If the land sell is not granted directly to Wikan Enterprise we will lose one of only two diesel
mechanics that are serving 100s of local vessels. This could possibly cause many vessels and families
to relocate to other towns that provide these services.

For the record in the last two years  CRF.INC has taken its vessel to Wrangell for services no longer
available in Petersburg spending in excess of 400k that could have been spent in Petersburg. I really
do not wish to chase diesel mechanics also.
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In closing let's not lose any local businesses. I fully support the direct sell of the property to Wikan
Enterprise.

Bill Connor

Po box 1124
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July 10, 2023 

Petersburg Planning Commission 
C/O Petersburg Borough 
12 South Nordic Dr., PO Box 329 
Petersburg, AK 99833 

Dear Petersburg Planning Commission, 

Wikan Enterprises, Inc. is an essential business for commercial fishing fleet and has 
helped to support local fishers, as well as being an integral business in our community. 
We wish to see this business continue.  

Wikan Enterprises, Inc., should be granted the ability to purchase the tidelands in 
which the physical building of Wikan Enterprises, Inc. is located. 

Sincerely yours, 

Craig Evens 
Ginger Evens 

Craig and Ginger Evens

407 SANDY BEACH RD, PETERSBURG, AK 99833 (907)772-4392 
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