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ALASKA’S NEW ELECTION LAWS

● WhAT’S hAppENINg NOW

● the two big changes

● you CAN help
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WHAT DO WE DO NOW?

Implement Education
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HOW WILL THIS BE DONE?

• Software upgrade

• Regulations: drafted and public 

comment

• New tabulators purchased

• Working with Dept of Law

Implement
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HOW WILL THIS BE DONE?

• Entirely non-partisan

• Interactive and broad outreach

• Community events and presentations

• Dozens of organizations / Hundreds of 

individuals

Education
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big changes
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Change #1
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OPEN PRIMARIES
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An open primary is a primary election that 
does not require a voter to declare their 

party affiliation to participate.
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WHERE ARE OPEN PRIMARIES USED?

Source: openprimaries.org

Congressional & State Primaries



WWW.ALASKANSFORBETTERELECTIONS.COM

SAMPLE PRIMARY BALLOT
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HOW OPEN PRIMARIES WORK

• ALL voters will use the same unified primary 

ballot where they will select the ONE 

candidate they like best in each race —

regardless of party.

• Top four vote-getters will advance to the 

general election. 
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Change #2
WWW.ALASKANSFORBETTERELECTIONS.COM



WWW.ALASKANSFORBETTERELECTIONS.COM

RANKED CHOICE 
GENERAL ELECTIONS
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Ranked Choice Voting allows voters to rank 
candidates in order of preference. 

Voters can rank as many or as few candidates as 
they would like. 
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WHERE IS RANKED CHOICE VOTING USED?

S O U R C E :  F A I R V O T E . C O M

Presidential Primaries in 2020

RCV used for Primaries and special elections

RCV planned for General Elections in 2022

RCV used for Statewide/Presidential Primaries 

RCV used for Party Elections               RCV used for state/federal elections

Ranked Ballots used for Military & Overseas Voting
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SAMPLE GENERAL BALLOT



WWW.ALASKANSFORBETTERELECTIONS.COM

HOW TO USE YOUR BALLOT!

• Step 1: Choose your top candidate. This is your 

first-choice candidate and will be the vote that is 

considered first.

• Step 2: If you have a second choice (not required), 

you may select another candidate. This must be 

different from your first-choice candidate.

• Step 3: If you have a third or fourth choice (not 

required), you may choose another selection. This 

must be different from your first and second 

choices.
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HOW TO USE YOUR BALLOT!
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How NOT to use your ballot:

Doing this is not recommended
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How NOT to use your ballot: 

Doing this will spoil your ballot
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How NOT to use your ballot: 

Doing this will spoil your ballot
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HOW VOTES ARE COUNTED
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HOW VOTES ARE COUNTED



WWW.ALASKANSFORBETTERELECTIONS.COM

HOW VOTES ARE COUNTED
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HOW VOTES ARE COUNTED
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HOW VOTES ARE COUNTED

• The official winner will not be declared until 

all votes are counted including early, 

election day, affidavit and absentee votes.

• Round by round vote totals will be released 

to the public.
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RCV BENEFITS

• Eliminates the spoiler effect,

• Helps ensure that winners are elected 

with the support of a true majority of 

voters.

• Building a winning coalition requires a 

combination of strong 1
st

choice support 

and an ability to find common ground 

with the supporters of other candidates.
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QUICK RECAP

• Alaska’s elections are changing in 2022.

• Now is the time to prepare and educate.

• Change #1: Open Primaries 

- Increase participation among all Alaskans

- All voter receive the same ballot, vote for one candidate

- Top 4 voter getters move on.

• Change #2: Ranked Choice Voting in General Election.

- Voter rank as few or as many candidates as they like

- Winner must get majority support

- Counting will be transparent
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LASTLY

June 11 : Special  pr imary elect ion; by mai l

August  16 : Special  general for US House using 

Ranked Choice Vot ing AND regular pr imary 

elect ion

November 8 : Regular elect ion using Ranked 

Choice Vot ing

SPECIAL ELECTION UPDATE:
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HOW CAN I HELP?

1. What resources would be best for your 

family/friends/co-workers/neighbors?

2. Do I have a network that would like a 

presentation or more information?

3. How can I share the correct information?
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THANK YOU
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Jason grenn

Executive director

Contact
Jason@Alaskansfor

BetterElections.com

907-301-3046


