
Planning Commission Staff Report & Finding of Fact 
Meeting Date:  August 12, 2025 

APPLICANT/AGENT:   OWNER(S), IF DIFFERENT: 
Grant Trask    Petersburg Borough   
   
LEGAL DESCRIPTION:  LOT AREA: 
Portion of Public School Reserve  200 sf 
   
LOCATION: 
1200 Haugen Dr 

 SURROUNDING ZONING: 

   North: Public Use 
  South: Commercial-1 
ZONING:   East: Public Use    
Public Use   West: Commercial-1     
    
PID:   
01-012-010 

 APPLICATION SUBMISSION DATE:  

 

I. APPLICANT REQUEST: The applicant has requested to purchase 200 sf of borough-owned property.  

II. APPLICABLE CODE: 

16.12 ACQUISITION OR DISPOSAL OF BOROUGH PROPERTY 

19.48 P-1, PUBLIC USE DISTRICT 

III. FINDINGS: 

1. Subject property is owned by the Petersburg Borough. 

2. Subject property does not have legal and practical access to a public right-of-way. 

3. Subject property is located within the designated school parking lot and adjacent to applicant’s 

parcel. 

4. Subject property has an existing encroachment. A greenhouse constructed by the applicant 

about 20 years ago. 

5. Current zoning is public use, which is intended for areas for public uses, such as parks, 

playgrounds, government-owned buildings, and municipal facilities. The proposed use of a 

private greenhouse is not consistent with the existing zoning. 

6. The applicant seeks a 4’ x 50’ parcel. However, this would create a new property line at the edge 

of the greenhouse, which would not be consistent with Fire Code requirements on commercial 

property. An additional 5’ would need to be added to conform with Fire Code separation 

requirements or a fire resistant wall rated for 1 hr would need to be constructed. 

7. At their May 20, 2025, meeting, the school board voted to recommend not selling the parcel to 

the Trasks, as they do not want to set a precedent of selling off school/borough property. 

However, they do not feel the need to ask the Trask's to remove the greenhouse at this time. The 

district will monitor future encroachments. 

8. Community Development Department recommends the property be retained in public 

ownership. The Department noted that the property is located within the Petersburg Public 

School Reserve. This area has been reserved specifically for the current and future needs of the 

school district. The area being applied for was purchased in 1950 by the Petersburg School Board 
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using State of Alaska Tobacco Tax Fund dollars, which at the time were earmarked for public 

school use. 

IV. PUBLIC NOTICE

The borough provided public notice of the hearing. Notice was mailed by first class mail to the owner of 

record of the property within six hundred feet of the exterior boundary of the property that is the 

subject of the application. 

V. APPLICATION REVIEW

a. The application is classified as a request to purchase borough property.

b. Criteria –

Per 16.12.050, no borough property in Service Area 1 may be disposed of unless it has been zoned by 

the borough. As noted in Section III, Findings, the subject property is zoned.  

Per 16.12.080 (A), the Planning Commission may require an applicant to state the nature, extent, size 

and general specifications of improvements the applicant intends to construct upon the real property 

and the time when the improvements will be completed. 

VI. ACTION

Proposed motion:  I move to recommend the borough assembly not approve sale of approximately 200 

sf of the Public School Reserve to Grant Trask for the purpose of addressing an encroachment of a 

greenhouse along with findings of fact and report as presented. 

Based on the preceding findings of fact, the Petersburg Planning Commission makes the following 

report to the Borough Assembly: 

1. The subject property is reserved for a public purpose, and the sale is not supported by the

School Board.

2. The proposed use is inconsistent with the existing zoning.

3. The parcel as proposed would not meet requirements of fire code separation between the

existing greenhouse and the proposed new property line, A minimum of 5’ separation from the

property line or the construction of a wall with fire-resistance rating of 1 hr. would be required

to meet fire code.

EXHIBITS 

A. Applicant materials

B. Vicinity & Detail Maps

C. Public Hearing Mailout
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Trask Property
400 N 2nd Street

01-007-168

B Vicinity & Detail Map

Elizabeth Cabera
Polygon



Community & Economic Development 
PO Box 329, Petersburg, AK  99833 – Phone (907)772-4042 Fax (907)772-3759 

www.petersburgak.gov 

July 25, 2025 

ENGE MARILEE SUSAN 

BERKELEY, CA 94705 

NOTICE OF SCHEDULED PUBLIC HEARINGS 

The Petersburg Borough Planning Commission has scheduled a public hearing to 
consider:   
 Recommendation to the Borough Assembly regarding an application from Lila and 
Grant Trask to purchase approximately 200 sf of borough owned property at the 
Dolphin St parking lot. 

Interested persons desiring to present their views on the applications, either in writing or verbally, will be 
given the opportunity to be heard during the above-mentioned hearing. Said hearing may be continued 
from time to time as necessary. If the Planning Commission is unable to meet at the date and time stated 
above, this application will be considered at a future meeting with no further notice provided except for 
the general notice provided to the public. 

The Petersburg Municipal Code (PMC) provides for an appeal of a Planning Commission decision to the 
Borough Assembly by the property owner or a governmental agency, or any property owner within 600’ 
of the applicant property and requires that such an appeal be filed within 10 consecutive calendar days of 
the date the decision is made. For more information regarding appeal requirements, please see PMC 
Chapter 19.92. 

Sincerely, 

Liz Cabrera 
Community & Economic Development Department

The public hearing and 
consideration of the 

application will be held: 

Tuesday, August 12th, 2025, at 12:00 PM 
Assembly Chambers, Municipal Building 
12 South Nordic Drive, Petersburg, Alaska. 

The meeting is open to the public.  
To attend via ZOOM, please contact Anna Caulum at 907-772-5409. 

TO SUBMIT WRITTEN COMMENTS TO THE PLANNING COMMISSION 
By Mail: PO Box 329, Petersburg, Alaska 99833 

By Email: acaulum@petersburgak.gov 
Hand-Deliver: Petersburg Municipal Building, 12 S. Nordic Dr. 

C. Public Hearing Mailout



Name1 Name2
CHRIST FRY
HEATHER O'NEIL
JIM FLOYD
JOHN JENSEN
PHIL MEEKS
MARIETTA DAVIS
DONALD SPERL
TRASK GRANT TRASK LILA
ABBOTT THOMAS HART ELIZABETH
ALASCOM INC PROPERTY TAX DIVISION
ALASKA POWER & TELEPHONE
ANDERSON JASON C ANDERSON JULIE E
BAYSIDE LANDING LLC
BOSWORTH DALE BOSWORTH LESLEY
BRUMBLEY PAGE
BUOTTE DAVID E SUHARA COLLEEN T
BURKE RICHARD STEWART LYNN BURKE JAMIE ANNE
CANTON LOGAN J CANTON SHEENA L
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE PETERSBURG BOROUGH
COIL JODE
COWLING GREGORY A
CRONLUND DOUGLAS
DRURY DONALD RAY DRURY BRIANA
ENGE MARILEE SUSAN
ESPESETH RHEA LOUISE ESPESETH NICHOLAS ALLAN
HAMMER & WIKAN
IGLOO LLC
KAPP WORLAND KAMEY
KAWASHIMA DWIGHT G KAWASHIMA JANE
KFSK COMMUNITY RADIO
KNIGHT REBECCA JOHN KNIGHT 
KORCHAK PAUL
LARSON NICHOLAS J
LENHARD MATTHEW LENHARD JILL
LUTHERAN CHURCH
MALLORY DARCY
MARIFERN BRUCE MARIFERN BARBARA
NILSEN MIKE L NILSEN RAVENNA
NORTHERN NECESSITIES LLC
O'CONNOR DEMKO KELLY M
OGDEN JACK E OGDEN CAROL B
OHMER DAVE
OHMER NICHOLAS E
OINES MARJORIE J
O'NEIL ERICA O'NEIL SCOTT
OTNESS JOHN J
PETERSBURG BOROUGH SCHOOLS
PETERSBURG CHILDREN CENTER
PETERSBURG ELKS LODGE
PETERSBURG INDIAN ASSOCIATION
PETERSBURG MEDICAL CENTER
PETERSBURG MOOSE LODGE
PETERSEN CODEE PETERSEN NATALIE
SEVER CYNTHIA
SHILLING JOAN
SILVER BAY SEAFOODS LLC
SPRAGUE RICHARD SPRAGUE SHARON
ST ANDREWS EPISCOPAL CHURCH
ST CATHERINE'S CHURCH
STOLPE ADRIENNE STOLPE LOGAN
STOLPE LOGAN KENTNER STOLPE ADRIENNE
STRATMAN JOSEPH RICE ALLISON
TATE CARL J TATE HAILEY D
THOMPSON FLOYD A
TONGASS FEDERAL CREDIT UNION
VALHALLA PLACE LLC
VERSTEEG KORY H
WALKER JULIE K WALKER ELDON W
WEAVER PAT ELAINE
WELDE DOUGLAS
WIKAN RICHARD
WOHLHUETER KURT WOHLHUETER SHERI
YIP WAMEN YIP LANEY
NYSSEN CHRISTOPHER & ELISABETH
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