
PETERSBURG BOROUGH 
RESOLUTION # 2026-18 

A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING CONVEYANCE FROM THE STATE OF ALASKA OF 
APPROXIMATELY 8.8 ACRES OF TIDE AND SUBMERGED LAND AT PAPKE'S LANDING 

(ADL 109287), INCLUDING THE ASSOCIATED DOCK AND BOAT LAUNCH 
INFRASTRUCTURE, AND AUTHORIZING THE BOROUGH MANAGER TO EXECUTE ALL 

DOCUMENTS NECESSARY TO COMPLETE THE CONVEYANCE 

WHEREAS, the Alaska Department of Natural Resources (DNR), Division of Mining, Land and 

Water (DMLW), Land Conveyance Section (LCS), administers the conveyance of State-owned 

tide and submerged land to municipalities pursuant to AS 38.05.825, Conveyance of Tide and 

Submerged Land to Municipalities, and AS 38.05.035(e); and 

WHEREAS, the Petersburg Borough Assembly, by Resolution No. 2022-14 adopted September 

19, 2022, and Resolution No. 2023-01 adopted February 6, 2023, (copies of which are attached 

hereto as Exhibits A and B, respectively),  authorized the Borough Manager to pursue conveyance 

of the tide and submerged land and dock facility at Papke's Landing; and 

WHEREAS, DNR has assigned the application ADL 109287 and has identified the subject parcel 

as approximately 8.8 acres, more or less, of tide and submerged land comprising Alaska Tideland 

Survey (ATS) 251 (unapproved, approximately 2.28 acres) and ATS 921 (approximately 6.52 

acres), located in Sections 11 and 14, Township 60 South, Range 79 East, Copper River Meridian; 

and 

WHEREAS, the subject parcel includes a public dock currently managed by the Alaska 

Department of Transportation & Public Facilities (DOT&PF) under Interagency Land Management 

Agreement (ILMA) ADL 20978, and a boat launch ramp within ATS 921, both of which are used 

by residents and visitors for moorage, subsistence, sport and commercial fishing access, and 

access to trails and other public areas of interest; and 

WHEREAS, DOT&PF has confirmed in writing that it will relinquish its interest in the dock under 

ILMA ADL 20978 to the Borough when DNR's Final Finding and Decision on ADL 109287 

becomes effective; and 

WHEREAS, DNR issued a Preliminary Decision on ADL 109287, dated March 26, 2025, 

(attached hereto as Exhibit C), finding that the Borough's interest in obtaining and managing the 

tide and submerged land and dock outweighs the public interest in retaining the land in State 

ownership, and recommending Alternative 1, conveyance of the subject parcel to the Borough, 

subject to stipulations including reservation of the mineral estate to the State, a 50-foot public 

access easement seaward of mean high water, and the Public Trust Doctrine; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough is prepared to bear the cost of a new Alaska Tideland Survey of ATS 

251 as required prior to issuance of a State tideland patent; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE PETERSBURG BOROUGH ASSEMBLY, 
THAT: 
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PETERSBURG BOROUGH 
RESOLUTION # 2026-18 

(1) The Petersburg Borough Assembly accepts conveyance from the State of Alaska, Department

of Natural Resources, of approximately 8.8 acres, more or less, of tide and submerged land at

Papke's Landing, comprising Alaska Tideland Survey (ATS) 251 and ATS 921, together with the

dock and boat launch ramp infrastructure situated thereon, as identified in DNR case file ADL

109287.

(2) The Assembly accepts the conveyance subject to the terms, conditions, reservations, and

stipulations set forth in DNR's Preliminary Decision and any subsequent Final Finding and

Decision for ADL 109287, including but not limited to: (a) reservation of the mineral estate to the

State pursuant to AS 38.05.125; (b) reservation of a 50-foot continuous public access easement

seaward of the current mean high water line pursuant to AS 38.05.127; (c) the requirement that

the Borough may lease but not sell the conveyed tide and submerged land; (d) subjection of the

conveyed land to the Public Trust Doctrine, enforceable by the State; (e) the requirement that the

Borough ensure reasonable public access to public waters and tidelands is maintained; and (f)

reversion of title to the State upon dissolution of the Borough.

(3) Upon the conveyance becoming effective, the Borough accepts transfer of the dock currently

held by the Alaska Department of Transportation & Public Facilities under Interagency Land

Management Agreement ADL 20978.

(4) The Borough Manager, or designee, is hereby authorized to execute the tideland patent,

survey instructions, and any other documents, applications, or agreements necessary or

convenient to complete the conveyance of ADL 109287.

PASSED AND APPROVED by the Petersburg Borough Assembly, this 6th day of July 2026. 

_______________________________________ 

Robert Lynn, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

_______________________________________ 

Rebecca Regula, Borough Clerk 

Page 2 of 2



PETERSBURG BOROUGH, ALASKA 
RESOLUTION #2022-14 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE BOROUGH MANAGER TO PURSUE OBTAINING 
OWNERSHIP OF THE PAPKE'S LANDING FACILITIES INCLUDING THE DOCK, FLOATS, 

LAUNCH RAMP, ASSOCIATED TIDELANDS, AND UPLANDS ADJACENT TO THE TIDELANDS 
PROPERTY, CURRENTY OWNED BY THE STATE OF ALASKA 

WHEREAS, The Petersburg Borough seeks to renovate the Papke's Landing marine infrastructure; and 

WHEREAS, the requested tidelands, uplands, and access road is within the boundaries of the 
municipality; and 

WHEREAS, the requested tidelands and uplands is not subject to a shore fisheries tease under AS 
38.05.082; and 

WHEREAS, the requested tidelands and uplands is classified for waterfront development; and 

WHEREAS, the Alaska Department of Natural Resources has an application and approval process for 
this transaction based upon Alaska Statute 38.05.825 for the tidelands; and 

WHEREAS, Alaska Department of Natural Resources has an approval process for obtaining the 
uplands through the municipal entitlement program; and 

WHEREAS, the use of the land would not unreasonably interfere with navigation or public access; and 

WHEREAS, the Petersburg Borough has a vested interest in improving this facility for the benefit of the 
local economy, community, and visitors to the Borough; and 

WHEREAS, the Petersburg Borough Assembly understands that the Borough will be responsible for 
the survey of the requested tidelands and uplands where necessary; and 

WHEREAS, the Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities is supportive of this process; 
and 

WHEREAS, the Petersburg Borough Assembly voted to pursue initial talks with the State regarding 
obtaining ownership of the tidelands and uplands property at Papke's Landing for the purpose of renovating 
and improving these said facilities; and 

WHEREAS, the Petersburg Borough Assembly voted on this day to approve the conceptual plans for 
the development at Papke's. 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Assembly for the Petersburg Borough approves pursuing 
ownership of the tidelands and uplands located at Papke's Landing, from the Alaska Department of Natural 
Resources, encompassed by Survey's ATS-258, ATS-251, and ASLS 2009-36, and approves the conceptual 
plans for the renovations and repairs. 

Passed and Approved by the Petersburg Borough Assembly on September, 

� Ln,...,t(, ;t;lffr'f?Y 
Debra K. Thompson, Borough Clerk 
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