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Petersburg Borough 
 

Meeting Minutes 

Borough Assembly 
Regular Meeting 

 

12 South Nordic Drive 
Petersburg, AK 99833 

 

Monday, November 18, 2024 6:00 PM Assembly Chambers 

 

1. Call To Order/Roll Call 

Mayor Jensen called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

PRESENT 
Mayor Mark Jensen 
Vice Mayor Donna Marsh 
Assembly Member Bob Lynn 
Assembly Member Rob Schwartz 
Assembly Member Jeigh Stanton Gregor 
Assembly Member James Valentine 
 
EXCUSED 
Assembly Member Scott Newman 

2. Voluntary Pledge of Allegiance 

The Pledge was recited. 

3. Approval of Minutes 

A. November 4, 2024 Assembly Meeting Minutes 

The November 4, 2024 Assembly meeting minutes were unanimously approved. 

Motion made by Assembly Member Stanton Gregor, Seconded by Assembly Member 
Lynn. 
Voting Yea: Mayor Jensen, Vice Mayor Marsh, Assembly Member Lynn, Assembly 
Member Schwartz, Assembly Member Stanton Gregor, Assembly Member Valentine 

4. Amendment and Approval of Meeting Agenda 

The agenda was approved as submitted. 

Motion made by Assembly Member Lynn, Seconded by Assembly Member Schwartz. 
Voting Yea: Mayor Jensen, Vice Mayor Marsh, Assembly Member Lynn, Assembly 
Member Schwartz, Assembly Member Stanton Gregor, Assembly Member Valentine 

5. Public Hearings 



 

 P a g e  | 2 

A. Public Hearing for Ordinance #2024-22:  An Ordinance Clarifying that Property 
Obtained by Foreclosure and Which the Assembly Determines to Sell is Exempt 
from Sale Procedures and Requirements of Petersburg Municipal Code Chapters 
16.12 and 16.16 

No testimony was given. 

B. Public Hearing for Ordinance #2024-23:  An Ordinance Amending Chapter 14.20 
of the Petersburg Municipal Code, Municipal Harbors, to Adopt Provisions 
Regarding Inactive Vessels 

John Murgas, owner of Petersburg Marine, speaking for himself and two other lease 
holders at the Scow Bay Turnaround, spoke in support of Ordinance #2024-23 and 
stated that many of the vessels in the harbor that are inactive are in the early stages of 
being abandoned and derelict.  He shared that he believes this is a universal problem 
and hopes that if we all work together, we may be able to come up with partial 
solutions. 

6. Bid Awards 

There were no bid awards. 

7. Persons to be Heard Related to Agenda 
Persons wishing to share their views on any item on today's agenda may do so at this time. 

No views were shared. 

8. Persons to be Heard Unrelated to Agenda 
Persons with views on subjects not on today's agenda may share those views at this time. 

No views were shared. 

9. Boards, Commission and Committee Reports 

A. Southeast Alaska Power Agency (SEAPA) Update 

Assembly and SEAPA Board Member Lynn updated the Assembly on the October 
SEAPA Board Meeting. 

10. Consent Agenda 

There were no consent agenda items. 

11. Report of Other Officers 

There were no reports. 

12. Mayor's Report 

A. November 18, 2024 Mayor's Report 

Mayor Jensen read his report into the record. 
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13. Manager's Report 

A. November 18, 2024 Manager's Report 

Manager Giesbrecht read his report into the record, a copy of which is attached and 
made a permanent part of these minutes. 

14. Unfinished Business 

A. Ordinance #2024-19:  An Ordinance Amending Chapter 4.30 of the Petersburg 
Municipal Code, Alaska Remote Seller Sales Tax Code - Third and Final Reading 

If approved, Ordinance #2024-19 will adopt the Uniform Alaska Remote Seller Sales 
Tax Code by reference and provide that the Assembly ratify subsequent amendments 
to the Uniform Code within 120 days of adoption by the Alaska Remote Seller Sales 
Tax Commission.   

Ordinance #2024-19 was unanimously approved in its third and final reading. 

Motion made by Assembly Member Stanton Gregor, Seconded by Assembly Member 
Lynn. 
Voting Yea: Mayor Jensen, Vice Mayor Marsh, Assembly Member Lynn, Assembly 
Member Schwartz, Assembly Member Stanton Gregor, Assembly Member Valentine 

B. Ordinance #2024-20:  An Ordinance Amending Chapter 14.30, Mountain View 
Manor Elderly Housing and Assisted Living Facility, to Institute a New Assisted 
Living Community Facility Fee to be Used for Facility Maintenance and Repair, 
to Require that Two Bedroom Assisted Living Units be Occupied by Two 
Residents, and to Increase Certain Fees - Third and Final Reading 

Adoption of Ordinance #2024-20 will create a one-time Community Facility Fee of 
$2,000 for new residents moving into the facility which will be used for facility 
maintenance and repair, will require that future rented two bedroom Assisted Living 
units be occupied by two residents, increase the Assisted Living food cost from $350 
to $450 per month, will add a security deposit and pet registration fee for Assisted 
Living units, and will provide for late fees.  Amendment was unanimously approved 
during the second reading to provide a prorated refund of the $2,000 facility fee if a 
resident moves out of the facility within six months of moving in. 

By unanimous roll call vote, the Assembly approved Ordinance #2024-20 in its third 
and final reading. 

Motion made by Assembly Member Stanton Gregor, Seconded by Assembly Member 
Valentine. 
Voting Yea: Mayor Jensen, Vice Mayor Marsh, Assembly Member Lynn, Assembly 
Member Schwartz, Assembly Member Stanton Gregor, Assembly Member Valentine 

C. Ordinance #2024-21:  An Ordinance Amending Chapter 16.16, Tidelands, of the 
Petersburg Municipal Code to Provide for Updated Provisions Regarding the 
Disposal of Tidelands and Submerged Lands - Third and Final Reading 
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Because the economic value of Petersburg's tidelands is great, Ordinance #2024-21 is 
written to provide that the sale of tidelands shall not be made for consideration less 
than the appraised full and true value rather than the assessed value, and to clarify the 
sale process to ensure any sale of tidelands is in the Borough's best interest. 

A motion to amend Section 16.16.070 to state that tidelands and submerged lands 
shall not be sold for a consideration less than the appraised or assessed value, 
whichever is greater, was unanimously approved. 

Motion made by Vice Mayor Marsh, Seconded by Assembly Member Lynn. 
Voting Yea: Mayor Jensen, Vice Mayor Marsh, Assembly Member Lynn, Assembly 
Member Schwartz, Assembly Member Stanton Gregor, Assembly Member Valentine 

A motion to amend Section 16.16.075(A)(3) to provide that the purchaser of tidelands 
or submerged land shall pay the actual costs incurred by the Borough in the 
application process in addition to the purchase price was unanimously approved. 

Motion made by Assembly Member Lynn, Seconded by Assembly Member Stanton 
Gregor. 
Voting Yea: Mayor Jensen, Vice Mayor Marsh, Assembly Member Lynn, Assembly 
Member Schwartz, Assembly Member Stanton Gregor, Assembly Member Valentine 

The Assembly unanimously approved Ordinance #2024-21, as amended, in its third 
and final reading.  

Motion made by Assembly Member Stanton Gregor, Seconded by Assembly Member 
Schwartz. 
Voting Yea: Mayor Jensen, Vice Mayor Marsh, Assembly Member Lynn, Assembly 
Member Schwartz, Assembly Member Stanton Gregor, Assembly Member Valentine 

D. Ordinance #2024-22:  An Ordinance Clarifying that Property Obtained by 
Foreclosure and Which the Assembly Det ermines to Sell is Exempt from Sale 
Procedures and Requirements of Petersburg Municipal Code Chapters 16.12 and 
16.16 - Second Reading 

If adopted in three readings, Ordinance #2024-22 will clarify that the procedures and 
requirements of Code Chapters 16.12 and 16.16 do not apply to the disposal and sale 
of property obtained by the Borough in foreclosure proceedings.   

By unanimous roll call vote, Ordinance #2024-22 was approved in its second reading. 

Motion made by Assembly Member Schwartz, Seconded by Assembly Member 
Valentine. 
Voting Yea: Mayor Jensen, Vice Mayor Marsh, Assembly Member Lynn, Assembly 
Member Schwartz, Assembly Member Stanton Gregor, Assembly Member Valentine 

E. Ordinance #2024-23:  An Ordinance Amending Chapter 14.20 of the Petersburg 
Municipal Code, Municipal Harbors, to Adopt Provisions Regarding Inactive 
Vessels - Second Reading 
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If adopted in three readings, Ordinance #2024-23 will impose storage fees, a marine 
condition survey, and proof of insurance on vessels in the harbors that are deemed 
inactive.   

Ordinance #2024-23 was unanimously approved in its second reading. 

Motion made by Assembly Member Valentine, Seconded by Assembly Member Lynn. 
Voting Yea: Mayor Jensen, Vice Mayor Marsh, Assembly Member Lynn, Assembly 
Member Schwartz, Assembly Member Stanton Gregor, Assembly Member Valentine 

15. New Business 

A. Resolution #2024-15:  A Resolution Supporting Full Funding ($5,740,408) for the 
State of Alaska Municipal Harbor Facility Grant Program in the FY 2026 State 
Capital Budget 

The Assembly unanimously approved Resolution #2024-15. 

Motion made by Assembly Member Stanton Gregor, Seconded by Assembly Member 
Schwartz. 
Voting Yea: Mayor Jensen, Vice Mayor Marsh, Assembly Member Lynn, Assembly 
Member Schwartz, Assembly Member Stanton Gregor, Assembly Member Valentine 

B. Resolution #2024-16:  A Resolution in Support of Raising the Maximum 
Available Alaska Department of Transportation Harbor Facility Grant to 
$7,500,000 for Eligible Projects on an Annual Basis 

Resolution #2024-16 was approved by unanimous roll call vote. 

Motion made by Assembly Member Stanton Gregor, Seconded by Assembly Member 
Valentine. 
Voting Yea: Mayor Jensen, Vice Mayor Marsh, Assembly Member Lynn, Assembly 
Member Schwartz, Assembly Member Stanton Gregor, Assembly Member Valentine 

C. Assembly / Hospital Board Work Session 

The Assembly scheduled a work session with the Hospital Board for Monday, January 
27, 2025 at 6:00 p.m. 

Motion made by Assembly Member Valentine, Seconded by Assembly Member Lynn. 
Voting Yea: Mayor Jensen, Vice Mayor Marsh, Assembly Member Lynn, Assembly 
Member Schwartz, Assembly Member Stanton Gregor, Assembly Member Valentine 

16. Communications 

A. Correspondence Received Since October 31, 2024 

17. Assembly Discussion Items 

A. Assembly Member Comments 
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There were no comments. 

B. Recognitions 

Assembly Member Stanton Gregor recognized the many student athletes for their very 
busy weekend of basketball and swimming.  He also recognized the adult volunteers 
and paid employees who support the students' events, calling their efforts impressive 
dedication to the children of Petersburg. 

Mayor Jensen agreed with Member Stanton Gregor's recognitions.  He also 
recognized the Harbor and Fire Department staff and volunteers for the quick 
response to extinguish the fire on the F/V Carole B recently.  In addition, Mayor 
Jensen recognized the Friends of the NRA and the NRA Foundation for the $121,374 
they have given to our community since 2015, which has been used for the Devil's 
Thumb Shooters and for improvements on the shooting range. 

18. Adjourn 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:39 p.m. 

Motion made by Assembly Member Stanton Gregor, Seconded by Assembly Member 
Schwartz. 
Voting Yea: Mayor Jensen, Vice Mayor Marsh, Assembly Member Lynn, Assembly 
Member Schwartz, Assembly Member Stanton Gregor, Assembly Member Valentine 
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Borough Manager’s Report 
Assembly Meeting 18 November 2024  

 
 

 We have 1 swing shift and three overnight positions to fill at Assisted Living.  

 

 Osha has sent a letter to let everyone know that they are doing inspections on assisted living.  We 

will be taking advantage of the OSHA consultation process.   

 

 Reminder to boat owners the harbor staff will be cleaning up floats of water hoses and clutter to 
make way for snow removal.  Also, call the Harbor Office with boat watching information as vessel 
owners start to travel out of town.  
 

 Harbor Staff touching base with owners with vessels of concern.  Reminding owners to prep their 
boats for winter and snow/freezing issues.  
 

 Staff remind people not to park in the snow removal areas, otherwise vehicles will have to be towed.  
 

 Youth Basketball season is in its finale; 
   

 Stephanie traveled to Anchorage to present at the Land Manager Forum, showcasing the funding 
that PIA has contributed to the Petersburg community - focusing on the P&R/trails side of the 
contributions.  
 

 We will be hosting another LG course Nov. 22-24th.  
 

 Attending meetings with Respec Engineering regarding the Aquatic Center Sewer Repair 
project.  Hoping to break ground when we close for annual cleaning/maintenance closure in May.   
 

 Gearing up for the cold weather.  The ice skate pond has been filled and the lighting system has 
been tested.   
 

 PMPL staff are still working on submitting information for the Section 243 Hydro Efficiencies grant.  
The process of inputting all required information into the federal grant websites has proven difficult, but 
PMPL is working on this and making headway.  
 

 PMPL staff are working through the various end-of-year FERC reports and plan updates.  
 

  Thanks to the fire department for allowing PMPL to use the training room for a recent electrical safety 
session for the line crew and other PMPL employees.  
 

 Another round of AMI meters will be deployed soon.    
 

 The line crew is working on trimming trees to avoid unnecessary limb contact with the lines, and the 
outages that these contacts cause.  
 

 FERC is requiring additional analysis for a seismic hazard analysis study that was completed last spring.  
PMPL is working with the original geotechnical engineers on the follow up work.  
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 Harai and Associates have been retained to design an addition to the Scow Bay storage building so that 
PMPL may get more materials and supplies out of the weather.  
 

 The crew replaced 23 surface planks on the Rasmus/Enge bridge.  They also applied metal banding 
to several pilings that had been identified as split during a recent state inspection.  We are in the 
process of identifying cross bracing that needs to be replaced and will then order that lumber.  
 

 Martin and his crew have identified a suitable Christmas tree and cut and transported it to town on 
Wednesday, 11/13.  
 

 Most of our motor pool fleet has had their winter tires installed. There are still a couple of hospital 
vehicles that need to be changed over.  
 

 Facility preparations for winter- heat tapes, sand/ice melt at each location. 
 

 The initial Lead Service Line Inventory has been completed with much assistance from DEC.  This 
inventory will be updated over time as buildings are added to the existing infrastructure and older 
structure’s lines are updated/renovated. 
 

 The WW biosolids permit has been finalized and submitted to DEC. They are currently backlogged, 
and it will be several months before we hear back.   
 

 Justin and Dennis will be going out with the Harbor Security boat on Thursday, 11/14, to locate the 
outfall with a ROV, as well as investigating the additional 7 testing sites as identified in the discharge 
permit.  
 

 The Finance department has mailed out 2025 applications this week to the 487 senior citizens 

that currently have a sales tax-exempt card in 2024. 
 

 

 


