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Goal  7 Protect and preserve our environmental and natural resources for a healthy, sustainable community; 
7.1 Focus efforts on preserving and protecting the City’s Tree Canopy 

IMPORTANT OR RELEVANT DATES/MILESTONES: (LOOKING AHEAD AT THE NEXT 3 MONTHS) 

 Friends of Trees (FOT) is proposing to conduct community planting events between the 
months of October 2023 and April 2024. The first planting event is December 2, 2023. The 
next event will be on April 6, 2024. 

 The focus of FOT work over the next two years is to increase canopy coverage in the right-of-
way and private yards 

STATUS:  (WHAT HAS BEEN DONE/IS BEING DONE) 

The City’s contract with Friends of Trees helps to preserve and protect the City’s tree canopy 
by offering education and volunteer events.  

 A pruning workshop is tentatively scheduled for October 14, 2023  

 Also tentatively scheduled is a Friends of Trees volunteer planting event on November 
4, 2023.  

October 11, 2023: 

 The Natural Resource Committee will discuss the initiation of a program to identify 
Ash Trees in City right-of-way or on City owned property. The purpose of this 
inventory is to devise a strategy in case the pest Emerald Ash Borer lands in Oregon 
City and begins to kill City trees.  

 Staff has begun researching and collecting data to help facilitate this volunteer effort 
and will present the information to the NRC at their October meeting. 

 The Natural Resource Committee identified several activities in their work plan that 
support a healthy tree canopy:  

o Support and promote volunteer participation for a public tree inventory for city 
properties, parks, street trees, school properties and other public lands. 

o Communicate with Neighborhood Associations, Citizen Involvement 
Commission and the Business Community. NRC members will promote 
programs such as the heritage tree program, arbor day, etc. through 
presentations to other groups and boards. 

o Community Development staff will continue to support the NRC and their 
efforts as a means to achieve the Commission’s goal. 

 


