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 March 2023 Park Monthly Report 

 
This month in the park department the employees several full burials and cremations at Woodlawn. This 

month this department learned that the Oelwein Tree Board was awarded the Trees Forever grant once again. 

This grant of $4,000 will be utilized purchasing trees for street boulevards this fall as we do every year. Johnson 

sent out the agenda for the tree board meeting scheduled for Monday evening. Also, this week the department 

was awarded $3,285 from the Delta Dental Foundation to purchase a new drinking fountain and water bottle 

filling station. This fountain will be installed on the outside of the shower house at the campground in City Park. 

Johnson arranged for Alliant Energy to replace an electrical pole at Woodlawn Cemetery so that the service line 

would be raised up to accommodate the new arching sign. Johnson has been working on trail development and 

working with the Community Development department in assigning 911 addresses to all the park and cemetery 

properties. 

This month in the park department our trail engineer Jon and Johnson met with representatives at 

Transco to discuss a storm sewer line that comes off their property that will need to be fixed for the next trail 

segment. This month we learned that the tree board earned the Tree City designation once again for their 

work last year. On Monday night the tree board met at the park shop for our monthly meeting. Once the 

meeting concluded we did some minor tree trimming at City Hall and at the police department. Monday 

evening, I met with pool manager Kim Lawless as we are working on lining up lifeguarding certifications and 

getting everything ready for the upcoming season.  

This month in the park department Nate and Johnson have been working on various projects getting 

ready to bring the employees back next week. This week Johnson submitted a grant proposal to AARP for a 

trails project. This week Johnson also received our yearly check from the foundation for trails for $250,000.00. 

Nate was busy clearing out drain lines in the parks with the spring rains and attending safety classes. On the 

second Thursday evening Jessica and Johnson presented their proposal to the foundation that Johnson 

prepared. Johnson also created a 35-page PowerPoint presentation for that evening that we used. The rec 

vehicle was brought to the shop as it had exhaust issues that was fixed this last week. Nate and Johnson took 

advantage of a few cold mornings this month and removed two dying ash trees in vets park and hauled them 

out with the ground still being cold.  

This month in the park department we started bringing back the employees that were with us last season 

to start some cleanup. The employees went through orientation once again like they do every year and 

watched a series of safety videos and hands on training. Some equipment was put into storage and other 

equipment brought back to the shop. On the third Monday evening, Johnson hosted the park and rec meeting 

at City Hall giving the board updates on all areas. Johnson reported that the aquatic center was awarded 

$126,750.00 for the filter and drain project from the charitable foundation. Johnson contacted contractors  
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already to update their pricing so the project can be bid on as soon as possible. The employees started 

cleaning up properties of sticks and debris from the winter months. Chris started grinding a few stumps in the 

cemetery this week as we have several to take care of this spring. Some fence repair was completed on the 

diamonds at Wings and guys started sweeping some of the trails. Nate installed the disc golf course signs at 

City Park this past week and replaced some trail crossing signage with high viz fluorescent green signs. 

Johnson prepared a preliminary list of projects for Joe Bouska with United Way so we can start planning out 

the Day of Caring in May. Johnson finished the proposal for completion of trail segment two and turned it in 

to City Hall.  

This month in the park department the employees have been busy preparing facilities for the upcoming 

season. The employees have put up the volleyball nets at Redgate and City Park and the endless job of removing 

ash trees dredges on. The employees also started in on the infield fencing at diamond three as the bottom 

fencing has been curling up due to wear and tear over the seasons. This month we had the employees go around 

to all the shelters and blow the leaves and sticks out that accumulate over the winter months and start cleaning 

out grills. Chris J. took the box scraper around to graveled areas in the parks and cemetery to start smoothing 

those areas out. The parks employees started putting bathrooms back together as we will start turning water 

back on once the weather straightens out. Steve S. took the brush around to some of the park roads to sweep 

them off and Dion P. did the same at Woodlawn and Wiedemann swept the trails. The park employees have 

started in on the aquatic facility putting water fixtures back together and taking up supplies as well. In the 

concessions area the park employees put up the new sign above the window on the south side of the building. 

Both park and cemetery departments were at Wings this past week as we had Alliant drop our electrical service 

to the park so we could remove three more ash trees on the north side of the park. Johnson sent out the agenda 

for Mondays tree board meeting and met with Alliant about getting some new electrical poles set for the 

campground. 
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Trees Forever grant 

 

 
 
 

Delta dental foundation grant 

 
 
 
 

Utility pole replaced for sign 
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Tree city designation 

 
 
  Meeting     tree board work 

 
 

   Trail grant submitted     trail funding received for 2023 

 
  Drainage cleared  safety classes  grave prepped 
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Foundation presentation               Rec vehicle fixed 

 
Ash trees removed – Vets 

 
  Trail signage  stump grinding   disc golf signage 

 
  Grave prep       fence repair   cremation prep 
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Volleyball nets         ash trees          d3 fencing 

 
    

Shelter cleaning       grave prep 

 
 

 Dragging gravel areas           bathrooms  sweeping roads 
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New signage 

 
 

Wings ash trees 
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Daily activities 

➢ Clean/organize shop areas 

➢ Pick up downtown areas 

➢ maintaining park, cemeteries 

➢ Maintenance on equipment 

➢ Safety meetings 

➢ Meet with contractors 

➢ Retrieve & upload trail count data 

➢ Snow removal 

➢ Woodlawn burials 

➢ Employee 

interviews/orientations/videos 

 

 

progress on projects 

➢ Foundation trails - $250,000.00 

➢ Foundation Filter grant- $126,750.00 

➢ Trees Forever grant - $4,000.00 

➢ Delta Dental grant - $3,285.00 

➢ STGB trail grant submitted 

➢ Aarp grant submitted 

➢ 2022 Tree City designation 

➢ Website updating 

➢ Ice rink teardown 

➢ Trail easements/grants 

➢ Work on park and rec master plan 

➢ Disc golf signage install 

➢ Ash tree removal 

➢ Utility pole replaced Woodlawn 

 

 

Next month and future projects 

➢ Remove old well houses city park 

➢ Drinking fountain Platt Park 

➢ Replace decking on old bridge 

➢ Grant writing 

➢ Ash tree removal 

➢ Pool filter/drain project 

➢ Prairie planting 

➢ Diamond 3 fencing 

➢ Equipment maintenance 

➢ Trail segment 2 

➢ Trail segments 4/5 alignment 

➢ Playground mulch wings 

➢ Aquatics work 

➢ Latham benches install 

➢ Cemetery sign install 

➢ Patch Park/cemetery roads 

➢ Trim trees along trails 

➢ Grinding stumps 

➢ Campground prep 

➢ Winter graves 

➢ Spring foundations 

➢ Shade installation at pool 

➢ Dirt work complex 

➢ United way – Day of caring 

➢ Mulch at Platt Park 

 

 

Joshua Johnson ma 

Oelwein Park Superintendent 
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