
Front yard setbacks discussion – primarily when considering existing construction 

and accessory structure additions. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Current code: 

4. A detached building shall be located a minimum of four feet from the principal structure, and 60 feet 
from the front property line. 

1. 

Accessory use. A use or building naturally and normally incidental to, subordinate to, and 
devoted exclusively to the main use of the land or buildings. Accessory buildings shall not be 
larger than the main or principal building, and shall not intrude into the minimum front yard 
requirement. Earth satellite dishes shall be considered an accessory structure. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

The 60’ setback for detached structures, why do we have a 60’ setback?  Should it be 
reduced? Should it be phrased as no detached structures allowed in front yard space? Both 
(this would be similar to surrounding towns)  Should language exist for considering existing 
construction setbacks? 

 

Many surrounding towns don’t have setbacks for detached structures other than nothing is 
allowed in the front yard space or is the same as the primary setback. 

 

Potential solution language for averaging setback: 

Exception: If a greater or less than a 25-foot front yard has been established on any block, then 

no single-family dwelling shall be nearer the front property line than a general average of 

the setback distance in such block, as determined by the City Building Official or Planning & 

Zoning Commission 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Scenario 8th st sw: 

Existing homes set 10-15’ back.  We would require a new home on the lot 25’ setback.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Scenario 

3rd ave NW 



Varying setbacks, smaller lots, some detached structures back near 60’.  

Rebuilding a garage would have to be setback even further? SE corner of picture 

many varying setbacks. 

 

 

Ames code: 

(7) Requirements for Private Garages and Other Accessory Buildings.  



(a) The following requirements apply to private garages and accessory buildings in Agricultural, Residential and 

Hospital/Medical districts:  

(i) Location Within Setbacks. 

 (a) No detached garage or accessory building is allowed in the front yard, or within the side yard setback adjacent 

to public right-of-way in the case of corner lots. 

 (b) Side Yards. 

 (i) Interior Lot. A detached garage or accessory building wholly or partially within the side yard shall meet all the 

same side setbacks as required for the principal building. 

 (ii) Corner Lot. A garage or accessory building may be placed within 3 feet of the side lot lines, provided the garage 

is set back a minimum of 25 feet from the abutting streets. 

 

Boone code: 

  4.   Accessory Structures. No accessory structure shall be erected in any required court, or in a front yard except 

as provided hereinafter. Accessory structures shall be a distance of at least 2 feet to roof overhang, from alley lot 

lines, and from lot lines of adjoining lots which are in an “R” district. On a corner lot they shall conform to 

the setback regulations of a main building from the side street. Accessory structures may be erected as a part of 

the principal buildings, or may be connected thereto by a breezeway or similar structure; provided all yard 

requirements for a principal building are complied with. An accessory structure which is not a part of the main 

building shall not exceed 16 feet in height; however, this regulation shall not be interpreted to prohibit the 

construction of a 440-square-foot garage on a minimum rear yard. It is the intent of this chapter that no accessory 

structure shall be constructed upon a lot until the main building has been actually commenced and no accessory 

structure should be used unless the main building on the lot is also being used or occupied, in the case of a 

residential structure, except in cases where the vacant lot is adjacent to and abuts the lot where the main building 

exists. An accessory structure shall not exceed 15 percent of the gross lot area. Unattached earth satellite dishes, 

unattached solar panels, and WECS shall be considered accessory structures. 

 

Waterloo: 

E. Accessory Structures. No accessory structure shall be erected until after the Principal Permitted Use is erected 

and shall not be erected in any front yard, except for temporary or seasonal use accessory structures to a 

commercial use. Accessory structures shall be a distance of at least five (5) feet from alley lines; at least five (5) 

feet from lot lines of adjoining lots; and at least three (3) feet from the Principal Permitted Use on said lot, except 

that accessory structures in the rear sixty (60) percent of the lot may be erected three (3) feet from any interior lot 

line, and on corner lots they shall conform to the setback regulations for corner lots as provided in 10-5-1(F). 

 

Decorah: 

17.16.050 - Front yard. 

In all residential districts, there shall be a minimum front yard required as stated in the bulk regulations for that 
particular district; provided, however, that where lots comprising thirty percent or more of the frontage within 
two hundred feet of either side lot line are developed with buildings at a greater or lesser  setback, the front 



yard requirement shall be the average of these building setbacks and the minimum front yard required for the 
undeveloped lots. In computing the average setback, buildings located on reverse corner lots or entirely on the 
rear half of lots shall not be counted. The required front yard as computed herein need not exceed fifty feet in 
any case. 

 17.16.020 - Street frontage required. 

Except as permitted in Chapter 17.40 of this title, no lot shall contain any building used in whole or in 
part for residence purposes unless such lot abuts for at least twenty-five feet on at least one public 
street. 

(Ord. 952 (part), 1993) 

 17.16.030 - Accessory building. 

A. 

No accessory building shall be erected in any required yard other than a rear yard, except as provided 
hereinafter. Accessory buildings in rear yards shall be at least five feet from alley lines and at least five 
feet from lot lines of adjoining lots which are in any "R" district, and on a corner lot they shall conform 
to the setback regulations on the side street. Accessory buildings may be erected as a part of the 
principal building, or may be connected thereto by a breezeway or similar structure, provided all yard 
requirements for a principal building are complied with. An accessory building which is not a part of the 
main building shall not occupy more than thirty percent of the rear yard and shall not exceed fourteen 
feet in height; however, this regulation shall not be interpreted to prohibit the construction of a five 
hundred fifty-square-foot garage on a minimum rear yard. 

B. 

No accessory building shall be constructed upon a lot until the construction of the main building has 
been actually commenced, and no accessory building shall be used unless the main building on the lot 
is also being used. 

 

https://library.municode.com/ia/decorah/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT17ZO_CH17.40EXMO

