
SECTION 25-8 UNSAFE STRUCTURES AND EQUIPMENT: 

[B] Unsafe structures. An unsafe structure is one that is found to be dangerous to the life, 

health, property or safety of the public or the occupants of the structure by not providing 

minimum safeguards to protect or warn occupants in the event of fire, or because such 

structure contains unsafe equipment or is so damaged, decayed, dilapidated, structurally unsafe 

or of such faulty construction or unstable foundation, that partial or complete collapse is 

possible. 

[D] Structure unfit for human occupancy. A structure is unfit for human occupancy whenever 

the code official finds that such structure is unsafe, unlawful or, because of the degree to which 

the structure is in disrepair or lacks maintenance, is insanitary, vermin or rat infested, contains 

filth and contamination, or lacks ventilation, illumination, sanitary or heating facilities or other 

essential equipment required by this code, or because the location of the structure constitutes a 

hazard to the occupants of the structure or to the public. 

[F] Dangerous structure or premises. For the purpose of this code, any structure or premises 

that has any or all of the conditions or defects described below shall be considered dangerous: 

3. Any portion of a building, structure or appurtenance that has been damaged by fire, 

earthquake, wind, flood, deterioration, neglect, abandonment, vandalism or by any 

other cause to such an extent that it is likely to partially or completely collapse, or to 

become detached or dislodged. 

4. Any portion of a building, or any member, appurtenance or ornamentation on the 

exterior thereof that is not of sufficient strength or stability, or is not so anchored, 

attached or fastened in place so as to be capable of resisting natural or artificial loads of 

one and one-half the original designed value. 

5. The building or structure, or part of the building or structure, because of dilapidation, 

deterioration, decay, faulty construction, the removal or movement of some portion of 

the ground necessary for the support, or for any other reason, is likely to partially or 

completely collapse, or some portion of the foundation or underpinning of the building 

or structure is likely to fail or give way. 

6. The building or structure, or any portion thereof, is clearly unsafe for its use and 

occupancy. 

8. Any building or structure has been constructed, exists or is maintained in violation of 

any specific requirement or prohibition applicable to such building or structure provided 

by the approved building or fire code of the jurisdiction, or of any law or ordinance to 

such an extent as to present either a substantial risk of fire, building collapse or any 

other threat to life and safety. 

 

 

 



SECTION 25-34 EXTERIOR STRUCTURE: 

[B] Unsafe conditions. The following conditions shall be determined as unsafe and shall be 

repaired or replaced to comply with the International Building Code or the International Existing 

Building Code as required for existing buildings: 

2. The anchorage of the floor or roof to walls or columns, and of walls and columns to 

foundations is not capable of resisting all nominal loads or load effects; 

5. Structural members that have evidence of deterioration or that are not capable of 

safely supporting all nominal loads and load effects; 

6. Foundation systems that are not firmly supported by footings, are not plumb and free 

from open cracks and breaks, are not properly anchored or are not capable of 

supporting all nominal loads and resisting all load effects; 

7. Exterior walls that are not anchored to supporting and supported elements or are not 

plumb and free of holes, cracks or breaks and loose or rotting materials, are not 

properly anchored or are not capable of supporting all nominal loads and resisting all 

load effects; 

[F] Foundation walls. Foundation walls shall be maintained plumb and free from open cracks 

and breaks and shall be kept in such condition so as to prevent the entry of rodents and other 

pests;  

 

SECTION 25-35 INTERIOR STRUCTURE: 

 

[A] General. The interior of a structure and equipment therein shall be maintained in good 

repair, structurally sound and in a sanitary condition. Occupants shall keep that part of the 

structure that they occupy or control in a clean and sanitary condition. Every owner of a 

structure containing a rooming house, housekeeping units, a hotel, a dormitory, two or more 

dwelling units or two or more nonresidential occupancies, shall maintain, in a clean and sanitary 

condition, the shared or public areas of the structure and exterior property. 

 

[B] Unsafe conditions. The following conditions shall be determined as unsafe and shall be 

repaired or replaced to comply with the International Building Code or the International Existing 

Building Code as required for existing buildings: 

2. The anchorage of the floor or roof to walls or columns, and of walls and columns to 

foundations is not capable of resisting all nominal loads or load effects; 

4. Structural members are incapable of supporting nominal loads and load effects; 



6. Foundation systems that are not firmly supported by footings are not plumb and free 

from open cracks and breaks, are not properly anchored or are not capable of 

supporting all nominal loads and resisting all load effects. 

 

SECTION 25-36 COMPONENT SERVICEABILITY: 

 

[A] General. The components of a structure and equipment therein shall be maintained in good 

repair, structurally sound and in a sanitary condition.  

[B] Unsafe conditions. Where any of the following conditions cause the component or system to 

be beyond its limit state, the component or system shall be determined as unsafe and shall be 

repaired or replaced to comply with the International Building Code or the International Existing 

Building Code as required for existing buildings: 

1. Soils that have been subjected to any of the following conditions:  

2. Damage to footing, foundation, concrete or other structural element due to              

soil expansion; 

3. Adverse effects to the design strength of footing, foundation, concrete or 

other structural element due to a chemical reaction from the soil; 

4. Masonry that has been subjected to any of the following conditions: 

 1. Deterioration;  

 2. Ultimate deformation;  

3. Fractures in masonry or mortar joints;  

4. Fissures in masonry or mortar joints;  

5. Spalling;  

6. Exposed reinforcement; or  

7. Detached, dislodged or failing connections. 

 

 

 


