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April 2023 Park Monthly Report 

 
This month in the park and cemetery department the employees have been very busy with various 

projects. This month Johnson and Wiedemann used the bucket truck to trim trees at the campground to make 
way for the installation of two new utility poles that Alliant Energy will set. We lucked out once again as the 
severe storms this week missed our community, but we did have some branches on the properties to pick up. 
We did take down all the flags during these events to preserve the flags and reduce the risk of breaking the 
flag lines from breaking. A few more ash trees were taken down this week by the park employees along the 
trail in the NW part of town. At the cemetery the employees have been picking up loose decorations and Chris 
has been working on grinding tree stumps. Johnson and the employees cleaned out a section of trail on the 
west side of town this week before everything started leafing out. The park employees anchored down all the 
soccer nets for the rec program and portable restrooms were taken care of by the park department. The 
downtown mulch was delivered this week as the employees take down a couple loads each morning before 
the area gets busy. The park employees braved the cold windy weather on Wednesday and finished up a CIP 
item at the pool. The low board stand had become a maintenance issue and was time to get it replaced. The 
new cash registers finally arrived for the aquatic center as well and have been programmed for the upcoming 
season. The final three guard stand seats were replaced at the pool as well. At Woodlawn the employees 
prepared a full burial for this past Tuesday morning for Jamison funeral home. Johnson sent in the ad for 
cemetery foundations to the paper that will be published the following week. Final preparations were made 
at the campground so that it would be ready to open on the 15th with Carolyn Rohrick returning to host for us 
again. Johnson has been working with Joe Bouska lining up projects and material for the United Way, Day of 
Caring that will be in May.  

Earlier in month prescribed burns were conducted at City Park and the sports complex with the prairie 
plantings. At the campground, we had Alliant Energy installing new utility poles to the facility which was a 
needed facility improvement. Also, at the campground we had 50 tons of rock brought in so that we could 
finish leveling out some pads and make the area look great. The water was turned on to the campground and 
the other bathroom facilities have been slowly getting turned on. The employees have been busy working at 
the aquatic facility this week as well finishing many of the yearly projects to get the facility ready. Marc B. was 
busy power spraying the front area to make it look great for the opening. Steve S. painted the red fountain in 
the zero-entry area and worked on the diving board stands. The employees have been busy first thing in the 
mornings spreading much in the downtown area. At the campground the employees formed up the sidewalk 
to replace the concrete for when we pour foundations in the next couple weeks and the foundation was also 
formed for the memorial bench that Jon Latham purchased for the trail along 4th street. The Woodlawn sign 
was taken to Transco as they sand blasted it and painted the sign for the city. Johnson traveled to Decorah on 
Wednesday to the upper explorer land meeting to present his STBG funding proposal to the enhancement 
committee.  The cemetery employees turned on the water to the facility and spread-out garbage cans and 
started on winter graves. They had a full burial on Tuesday and have a cremation and full burial for this 
coming Monday to prepare. On Wednesday afternoon we finished the paperwork for a dozen more pool kids 
and the campground host will be ready for this weekend. Johnson typed up the agenda and sent it out for the 
Monday Park and Rec meeting. The rest of the mowers were taken out of storage and taken to the shop so 
that they are ready to roll once the grass takes off. 

This past month park and cemetery employees took down another dead ash tree in block 18 at 
Woodlawn, and the cemetery crew had two more full burials to prepare. The park employees chained picnic 
tables together at Platt and Redgate to keep the tables from being dragged out. At Woodlawn the employees 
have been busy taking concrete foundation orders this week as the public has until Friday the 21st to submit 
their orders as explained in all public notices. The cemetery crew were busy removing sand, compacting, and 
putting down black dirt and sod on winter graves utilizing their new sod cutter which was a CIP item this last 
year. The park employees were busy at the aquatic center installing a shade structure on the south deck 
which will be much appreciated by patrons and be a great benefit for swim team meets. Transco finished 
blasting and painting the Woodlawn sign this month as the guys delivered the sign to Woodlawn. Work 
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continues at the pool, mulching various areas and checking all lighting. We held the final session for 
paperwork for the pool kids this Wednesday at City Hall. The campground had a good first weekend as the 
weather was great for the first part. On the third Monday Johnson held the April Park and Rec meeting at City 
Hall to go over progress in all the departments. This month we learned that the tree board was awarded the 
growth award for their work completed this past year! 

 

Tree trimming    stump grinding 

 
 

Trail maintenance 

 
 

Prep soccer fields 
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downtown Mulch  

 
 
   load board      signs up 

 
 

New registers    guard seats replaced 

 
 

 

 

 

  
  

  
  

  
P
A

R
K

S
 /
 C

E
M

E
T

E
R
Y

 /
 T

R
A

IL
S
 /
 A

Q
U

A
T

IC
S
 /
 C

A
M

P
G

R
O

U
N

D
 

http://www.oelweinparks.org/


 

www.oelweinparks.org 

 

 

Prescribed burning 

 
    

Electrical service     rock delivered 

 
 

Fountain painting     spreading rock 
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Power spraying    new service 

 
    Woodlawn sign          pool filter maintenance 

 
    Mulching       sidewalk prep        bench foundation 
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Mowers out of storage 

 
More ash Tree removal 
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Last snow of year              Secure picnic tables  

  
winter graves 

 
Shade structure 
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Organized shops     sign delivered 

 
Mulched areas          checking lighting 

 
Oelwein Tree Board Designation 
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Grave prep        d3 fencing   

 
    Diamond prep    22 years – tree city! 

 
Aed/cpr training     grave prep 

 
Bball hoops reidy park 
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Daily activities 

➢ Clean/organize shop areas 

➢ Pick up downtown areas 

➢ maintaining park, cemeteries 

➢ Maintenance on equipment 

➢ Safety meetings 

➢ Meet with contractors 

➢ Retrieve & upload trail count data 

➢ Woodlawn burials 

➢ Employee interviews/orientations/videos 

 

 

 

progress on projects 

➢ STbg trail grant  

➢ 2022 Tree City designation 

➢ 2022 Growth award 

➢ Website updating 

➢ Prairie plantings burned 

➢ Winter graves sodded 

➢ Trail easements/grants 

➢ Work on park and rec master plan 

➢ Ash tree removal 

➢ Utility poles replaced campground 

➢ Shade installation at pool 

➢ Diamond 3 fencing 

➢ Trim trees along trails 

➢ Downtown mulched 

➢ Pool low board replaced 

➢ CPR/AED training 

➢ Foundations formed 

➢ Arbor day proclamation 

➢ Day of caring prep 

➢ Pool employee paperwork done 

➢ Lifeguard certifications 

 

 

 

Next month and future projects 

➢ Remove old well houses city park 

➢ Drinking fountain Platt Park 

➢ Replace decking on old bridge 

➢ Grant writing 

➢ Ash tree removal 

➢ Pool filter/drain project 

➢ Trail segment 2 

➢ Trail segments 4/5 alignment 

➢ Playground mulch wings 

➢ Goalsetter hoops at Reidy 

➢ Aquatics work 

➢ Latham benches install 

➢ Cemetery sign install 

➢ Patch Park/cemetery roads 

➢ Grinding stumps 

➢ Spring foundations 

➢ Dirt work complex 

➢ United way – Day of caring 

➢ Mulch at Platt Park 

 

 

Joshua Johnson ma 

Oelwein Park Superintendent 
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