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Chapter 6 AIRPORTS 

ARTICLE I. OELWEIN MUNICIPAL AIRPORT 

Sec. 6-1. Definitions. 

The following words and phrases when used in this chapter shall, for the purpose of the chapter, have the 
meanings respectively ascribed to them in this section:  

Aircraft or airplane any contrivance now known, or hereafter invented, used or designed for navigation of, or 
flight in, the air, for the purpose of transportation of persons or property, or both.  

Airport the Oelwein Municipal Airport and all improvements and appurtenances contained thereon.  

Fixed base operator any person who shall have entered into a written lease or agreement with the city and airport 
commission for the use of any building, shop, or hangar, and, who, by further agreement, guarantees to provide on 
the airport and serve the public with the following minimum facilities:  

1. Aircraft maintenance and repair,  

2. Aircraft sale and rental,  

3. Assure availability of aircraft gasoline and oil.  

(Ord. No. 449, section 1, 10-27-69; Ord. No. 742, section 1, 11-28-83.) 

Sec. 6-2. Building requirements and ground rentals. 

Any person desiring to erect or construct any building on the airport shall be required to submit plans and 
specifications for the same to the office of the city clerk. The plans shall also include a general layout, drawn to 
scale, showing the desired amount of ground actually required for the operation of such building in addition to the 
portion occupied by the building. Doors on all buildings shall be self-contained. No projection for the suspension or 
carrying of doors shall be permitted beyond the building line as established by the city.  

All buildings erected upon the airport shall conform to the building code requirements of the city and be 
approved by the bureau of fire prevention. They must be of concrete masonry, metal, or other suitable and 
acceptable construction material, approved not only as to such material but also as to location at the airport by the 
airport commission.  

When plans have been recommended by the airport commission and approved by the city council a lease 
may be then entered into at a rate prescribed by the airport commission and approved by the city council.  

(Ord. No. 449, section 2, 10-27-69; Ord. No. 742, section 1, 11-28-83.) 

Sec. 6-3. Non-liability of city. 

The permission granted by the city council to use the airport and its facilities, or to fly to, or over the same, 
shall be at all times conditioned upon the assumption of full responsibility therefore by every person exercising or 
taking advantage of such permission. It shall be a further condition thereof that each person, as a consideration for 
the use of the airport and for its facilities, shall at all times release, hold harmless and indemnify the city, its agents 
and employees from any and all responsibility, liability, loss or damage resulting to any such person, or cause by or 
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on his behalf, and incident to the manner in which the airport is operated, constructed or maintained or served 
from within or without, or used from without. The use of the airport by any person for any purpose, or the paying 
of fees therefore, or the taking off or landing aircraft thereon, shall be itself an acknowledgement that such person 
accepts such privileges on the condition herein set forth.  

(Ord. No. 449, section 3, 10-27-69.) 

Sec. 6-4. Certificates of airworthiness and competency and state registration required; 

exceptions. 

Only aircraft bearing a currently valid airworthiness certificate, and airmen holding a valid certificate of 
competency for the type of aircraft being flown, as issued by the Federal Aviation Administration of the 
Department of Transportation and aircraft and airmen registered with the Iowa Aeronautics Commission and in 
conformity with the laws of the state, shall operate on, from and over the airport; provided, however, that this 
restriction shall not apply to public aircraft of the federal government, or of a state, territory or possession, or of a 
political subdivision thereof, or to aircraft licensed by a foreign country with which the United States has a 
reciprocal agreement covering the operation of such licensed aircraft.  

(Ord. No. 449, section 4, 10-27-69.) 

Sec. 6-5. Navigation and maintenance to conform to federal and state regulations. 

No person shall navigate any aircraft over, land upon, or fly the same from, or service, maintain or repair any 
aircraft on the airport otherwise than in conformity with the requirements of the civil air regulations established 
by the Federal Aviation Administration of the United States, as amended, and such rules and regulations as may be 
enacted or amended by the aeronautics commission of the state. All such persons and said airport shall at all times 
comply with federal aircraft regulations and OSHA standards.  

(Ord. No. 449, section 5, 10-27-69; Ord. No. 742, section 1, 11-28-83.) 

Sec. 6-6. Report as to accidents. 

Witnesses of and participants in accidents on or near the airport shall be requested to report to the 
administration office as soon after accidents as possible, leaving their names and addresses and rendering such 
reports as may be required.  

(Ord. No. 449, section 9, 10-27-69.) 

Sec. 6-7. First-aid kits. 

The operator of each shop shall provide and be responsible for the constant maintenance of a suitable first-
aid kit.  

(Ord. No. 449, section 10, 10-27-69.) 

Sec. 6-8. Report of unsafe or hazardous conditions. 

All persons using the airport shall report any unsafe or hazardous conditions on the airport to the airport 
commission or to the fixed base operator who shall notify the city of such hazard.  

(Ord. No. 449, section 11, 10-27-69; Ord. No. 742, section 1, 11-28-83.) 
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Sec. 6-9. Pilot or mechanic must be in cockpit. 

No aircraft engine shall be started or run unless a licensed pilot or competent person is in the cockpit 
attending to the controls.  

(Ord. No. 449, section 13, 10-27-69; Ord. No. 742, section 1, 11-28-83.) 

Sec. 6-10. Not to be run in hangars. 

No aircraft engines shall be run in the hangars.  

(Ord. No. 449, section 14, 10-27-69.) 

Sec. 6-11. Right-of-way of landing plane. 

The landing airplane has the right-of-way over airplanes moving on the ground, or taking off, and shall land 
so that any such aircraft is at least 300 feet away in a lateral direction, but this shall not excuse the pilots of either 
or both such aircraft from the exercise of due care and diligence.  

(Ord. No. 449, section 16, 10-27-69.) 

Sec. 6-12. Right-of-way between two landing planes. 

If two planes are ready to land at about the same time, the one flying at the higher altitude shall maneuver 
to avoid the other, but this shall not excuse the pilot of either or both such aircraft from the exercise of due care 
and diligence. At all times any aircraft in distress shall have the right-of-way.  

(Ord. No. 449, section 17, 10-27-69.) 

Sec. 6-13. Landing at safe distance from hangars, buildings, etc. 

Airplanes shall land and take off at a safe distance from hangars and other buildings, obstacles, areas 
reserved for spectators, and parking spaces for automobiles.  

(Ord. No. 449, section 18, 10-27-69.) 

Sec. 6-14. Taking off in manner to avoid hangars, buildings, etc. 

Airplanes shall not take off over hangars, buildings, obstructions, automobile parking areas or groups of 
spectators, unless strictly unavoidable.  

(Ord. No. 449, section 20, 10-27-69.) 

Sec. 6-15. Exercise of due care. 

Every person is cautioned to exercise due care and diligence and to maintain strict adherence to the rules set 
forth in the preceding sections.  

(Ord. No. 449, section 20, 10-27-69.) 
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Sec. 6-16. Taxiing in or out of hangars prohibited. 

No airplane shall be taxied into or out of hangars.  

(Ord. No. 449, section 21, 10-27-69.) 

Sec. 6-17. Operation of aircraft under influence of intoxicating liquor. 

No person shall take any aircraft from the landing area or hangars, or operate the same while under the 
influence of or using or having personal possession of, intoxicating liquor.  

(Ord. No. 449, section 22, 10-27-69.) 

Sec. 6-18. Acquaintance of students with rules; responsibility for students. 

All persons instructing student pilots in flying on the airport shall fully acquaint such students with the rules 
and regulations in effect on the airport and shall be responsible for the conduct of such students while under their 
instruction.  

(Ord. No. 449, section 23, 10-27-69.) 

Sec. 6-19. Manner of parking unhoused aircraft. 

All unhoused aircraft shall be parked in the space designated for this purpose and shall be firmly secured to 
the ground by ropes and stakes, or otherwise, when left unattended or during weather conditions which indicate 
the necessity therefore. Owners of such aircraft shall be held solely responsible for any damage resulting from 
failure to properly comply with this rule.  

(Ord. No. 449, section 24, 10-27-69; Ord. No. 742, section 1, 11-28-83.) 

Sec. 6-20. Parking on runway, taxistrips, etc. 

No airplane or other vehicle shall be parked on any runway, taxistrip, or any place other than the designated 
parking area.  

(Ord. No. 449, section 25, 10-27-69.) 

Sec. 6-21. Minimum insurance requirements. 

Each fixed base operator shall at his own expense carry and keep in full force and effect for the entire period 
covered by any written lease or agreement with the city and the airport commission, the minimum insurance on 
each of his aircraft engaged in air commerce from the Oelwein Airport as required by Federal Aviation Regulations, 
and Civil Aeronautic Board Economic Regulations and any amendments to either or both of said regulations, 
currently requiring the following:  

1. The minimum limits of liability coverage maintained by an air taxi operator who carries passengers in 
air transportation shall be:  

A. Liability for bodily injury to or death of aircraft passengers. A limit for any one passenger of at 
least $75,000.00, and a limit for each occurrence in any one aircraft of at least an amount equal 
to the sum produced by multiplying $75,000.00, by 75 percent of the total number of passenger 
seats installed in the aircraft.  
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B. Liability for bodily injury to or death of persons (excluding passengers). A limit of at least 
$75,000.00 for any one person in any one occurrence, and a limit of at least $300,000.00 for each 
occurrence.  

C. Liability for loss of or damage to property. A limit of at least $100,000.00 for each occurrence.  

2. Such fixed base operator shall also carry liability insurance naming the city and its officers and 
employees as additional insureds protecting the city from loss from each and every claim and demand 
of whatever nature made by or on behalf of any person or persons for any negligent, wrongful act or 
omission arising out of the use of the leased airport premises on the part of the fixed base operation 
lessee, his agents, servants, invitees and employees, such insurance to have limits of not less than the 
following:  

A. One hundred thousand dollars for personal injury to any one person.  

B. Three hundred thousand dollars for personal injury in one accident.  

C. One hundred thousand dollars for property damage.  

(Ord. No. 449, section 26, 10-27-69; Ord. No. 742, section 1, 11-28-83.) 

Sec. 6-22. Hours of operation of fixed base operators. 

The fixed base operator shall conduct operations so that the public and the airport are provided essential 
services throughout scheduled hours of operation as established by resolution of the city council.  

(Ord. No. 449, section 27, 10-27-69; Ord. No. 742, section 1, 11-28-83; Ord. No. 1120, 6-26-2012.) 

Sec. 6-23. Penalty for violation of chapter. 

Any person operating or handling any aircraft in violation of any of the provisions of this article, or refusing 
to comply therewith, may be promptly removed or ejected from the airport by or under the authority of the city 
council or airport and may be deprived of further use of the airport and its facilities for such length of time as may 
be required to insure the safeguarding of the same and the public and its interest therein.  

(Ord. No. 449, section 28, 10-27-69; Ord. No. 742, section 1, 11-28-83.) 

Sec. 6-24. Enforcement. 

All regularly constituted peace officers and the chief of police shall enforce this article.  

(Ord. No. 449, section 29, 10-27-69.) 

Sec. 6-25. Penalty. 

Anyone violating any of the provisions of this article shall upon conviction, be subject to imprisonment not 
exceeding 30 days, or a fine not exceeding $100.00.  

(Ord. No. 449, section 30, 10-27-69.) 

Secs. 6-26—6-40. Reserved. 

ARTICLE II. IN GENERAL 
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Sec. 6-41. Airport zoning commission. 

1. In order to exercise the powers granted by chapter 329 of the Code of Iowa, entitled "Airport Zoning" and to 
enact, administer and enforce zoning regulations in connection with airport hazards in the area of the 
Oelwein Municipal Airport, there is hereby established an Oelwein Airport Zoning Commission to adopt, 
administer and enforce zoning regulations in connection with such airport hazards at the Oelwein Municipal 
Airport, and for the purpose of preventing such airport hazards as may be appropriate in the area in 
question.  

2. As authorized by section 414.6 of the Code of Iowa, the Oelwein Plan Commission as created under section 
3-111 of the General Ordinances of the City of Oelwein, adopted July 28, 1969, under and pursuant to the 
provisions of the Code of Iowa and all amendments thereto, with membership therein as provided in section 
3-111 of said General Ordinances of the City of Oelwein, and all amendments thereto is hereby appointed as 
such Oelwein Airport Zoning Commission. Such commission shall have the powers and duties enumerated in 
chapters 329 and 414 of the Code of Iowa, and all ordinances of the City of Oelwein enacted pursuant 
thereto.  

(Ord. No. 535, sections 1 and 2, 3-8-76.) 

Secs. 6-42—6-49. Reserved. 

ARTICLE III. AIRPORT ZONING 

Sec. 6-50. Short title. 

This article shall be known and may be cited as "Oelwein Municipal Airport Height Zoning Ordinance."  

(Ord. No. 547, section 1, 9-27-76.) 

Sec. 6-51. Definitions. 

As used in this article, unless the context otherwise requires:  

Airport means the Oelwein Municipal Airport.  

Airport elevation means the highest point of an airport's usable landing area measured in feet above mean 
sea level.  

Airport hazard means any structure or object of natural growth located on or in the vicinity of a public 
airport, or any use of land near such airport, which obstructs the airspace required for the flight of aircraft in 
landing or takeoff at such airport or is otherwise hazardous to such landing or takeoff of aircraft.  

Airport primary surface means a surface longitudinally centered on a runway. When the runway has a 
specially prepared hard surface, the primary surface extends 200 feet beyond each end of that runway. The width 
of the primary surface of a runway will be that width prescribed in Part 77 of the Federal Aviation Regulations 
(FAR) for the most precise approach existing or planned for either end of that runway. The elevation of any point 
on the primary surface is the same as the elevation of the nearest point on the runway centerline.  

Airspace height means, for the purpose of determining the height limits in the zones set forth in this article 
and shown on the zoning map, the datum shall be mean sea level elevation unless otherwise specified.  
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Control zone means airspace extending upward from the surface of the earth which may include one or more 
airports and is normally in a circular area of five statute miles in radius, with extensions where necessary to include 
instrument approach and departure paths.  

Instrument runway means a runway having an existing instrument approach procedure utilizing air 
navigation facilities or area type navigation equipment, for which an instrument approach procedure has been 
approved or planned.  

Minimum descent altitude means the lowest altitude, expressed in feet above mean sea level, to which 
descent is authorized on final approach or during circle-to-land maneuvering in execution of a standard instrument 
approach procedure, where no electronic glide slope is provided.  

Minimum enroute altitude means the altitude in effect between radio fixes which assures acceptable 
navigational signal coverage and meets obstruction clearance requirements between those fixes.  

Minimum obstruction clearance altitude means the specified altitude in effect between radio fixes on VOR 
airways, off-airway routes, or route segments which meets obstruction clearance requirements for the entire 
route segment and which assures acceptable navigational signal coverage only within 22 miles of VOR.  

Runway means a defined area on an airport prepared for landing and takeoff of aircraft along its length.  

Visual runway means a runway intended solely for the operation of aircraft using visual approach procedures 
with no straight-in instrument approach procedure and no instrument designation indicated on an FAA approved 
airport layout plan, a military service approved military airport layout plan, or by any planning document 
submitted to the FAA by competent authority.  

(Ord. No. 547, section 2, 9-27-76.) 

Sec. 6-52. Airport zones and airspace height limitations. 

In order to carry out the provisions of this section, there are hereby created and established certain zones 
which are depicted on the Oelwein Municipal Airport Zoning Height Zoning Map. A structure located in more than 
one zone of the following zones is considered to be only in the zone with the more restrictive height limitation. The 
various zones are hereby established and defined as follows:  

AIRPORT HEIGHT ZONES 

1. Horizontal zone. The land lying under a horizontal plane 150 feet above the established airport 
elevation, the perimeter of which is constructed by:  

A. Visual runway: Swinging arc of 5,000 feet radii from the center of each of the primary surface or 
runways 18 and 36, and connecting the adjacent arcs by lines tangent to those arcs.  

B. Instrument runway: Swinging arcs of 10,000 feet radii from the center of each end of the primary 
surface of runways 13 and 31, and connecting the adjacent arcs by lines tangent to those arcs. 
When a 5,000 foot arc is encompassed by the tangents connecting two adjacent 10,000 foot arcs, 
the 5,000 foot arc shall be disregarded on the construction of the perimeter of the horizontal 
surface.  

No structure shall exceed 150 feet above the established airport elevation in the horizontal zone, as 
depicted on the Oelwein Municipal Airport Height Zoning Map.  

2. Conical zone. The land lying under a surface extending outward and upward from the periphery of the 
horizontal surface at a slope of 20 to one for a horizontal distance of 4,000 feet. No structure shall 
penetrate the conical surface in the conical zone, as depicted on the Oelwein Municipal Airport Height 
Zoning Map.  
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3. Approach zone. The land lying under a surface longitudinally centered on the extended runway 
centerline and extending outward and upward from each end of the primary surface.  

A. The inner edge of the approach surface is visual other than utility runway and non-precision 
instrument runway: 500 feet wide for runways 31 and 13 and 18 and 36.  

B. The outer edge of the approach zone is: Visual other than utility runway:  

1. One thousand five hundred feet for runways 18, 36 and 31. Nonprecision instrument 
runway:  

2. Three thousand five hundred feet for runway 13.  

C. The approach zone extends for a horizontal distance of: All visual runways:  

1. Five thousand feet at a slope of 20 to one for runways 18, 36 and 31.  

Nonprecision instrument runway:  

2. Ten thousand feet at a slope of 34 to one for runway 13.  

No structure shall exceed the approach surface to any runway, as depicted on the Oelwein Municipal 
Airport Height Zoning Map.  

4. Transitional zone. The land lying under those surfaces extending outward and upward at right angles to 
the runway centerline and the runway centerline extended at a slope of seven to one from the sides of 
the primary surface and from the sides of the approach surfaces.  

No structure shall exceed the transitional surface, as depicted on the Oelwein Municipal Airport Height 
Zoning Map.  

5. General prohibition. No structure shall be erected in Fayette County that raises the published minimum 
descent altitude or decision height for an instrument approach to any runway, nor shall any structure 
be erected that causes the minimum obstruction clearance altitude or minimum enroute altitude to be 
increased on any federal airway in Fayette County.  

(Ord. No. 547, section 3, 9-27-76.) 

Sec. 6-53. Use restrictions. 

Notwithstanding any other provisions of section 6-52, no use may be made of land or water within 14,000 
feet of the Oelwein Municipal Airport in such a manner as to interfere with the operation of any airborne aircraft. 
The following special requirements shall apply to each permitted use:  

1. All lights or illumination used in conjunction with street, parking, signs or use of land and structures 
shall be arranged and operated in such a manner that it is not misleading or dangerous to aircraft 
operating from Oelwein Municipal Airport or in the vicinity thereof.  

2. No operations from any use shall produce smoke, glare or other visual hazards within three statute 
miles of any usable runway of Oelwein Municipal Airport.  

3. No operations from any use in Oelwein shall produce electronic interference with navigation signals or 
radio communications between the airport and aircraft.  

(Ord. No. 547, section 4, 9-27-76.) 
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Sec. 6-54. Lighting. 

1. Notwithstanding the provisions of section 6-53, the owner of any structure over 200 feet above ground level 
must install on the structure lighting in accordance with Federal Aviation Administration (FAA), Advisory 
Circular 70-7460-ID and amendments. Additionally, any structure, constructed after the effective date of this 
article and exceeding 949 feet above ground level, must install on that structure high intensity obstruction 
lights in accordance with chapter 6 of FAA Advisory Circular 7460-ID and amendments.  

2. Any permit or variance granted may be so conditioned as to require the owner of the structure or growth in 
question to permit Oelwein at its own expense to install, operate and maintain thereto such markers or 
lights as may be necessary to indicate to pilots the presence of an airspace hazard.  

(Ord. No. 547, section 5, 9-27-76; Ord. No. 742, section 1, 11-28-83.) 

Sec. 6-55. Variances. 

Any person desiring to erect or increase the height of any structure, or to permit the growth of any tree, or 
otherwise use his property in violation of any section of this article, may apply to the board of adjustment for 
variance from such regulations. No application for variance to the requirements of this article may be considered 
by the board of adjustment unless a copy of the application has been submitted to the Oelwein Municipal Airport 
manager or aeronautics director for his opinion as to the aeronautical effects of such a variance. If the Oelwein 
Municipal Airport manager or aeronautics director does not respond to the board of adjustment within 15 days 
from receipt of the copy of the application, the board may make its decision to grant or deny the variance.  

(Ord. No. 547, section 6, 9-27-76.) 

Sec. 6-56. Board of adjustment. 

1. There is hereby created a board of adjustment to have and exercise the following powers:  

A. To hear and decide appeals from any order, requirement, decision, or determination made by the 
(airport zoning board/administrative agency) in the enforcement of this article;  

B. To hear and decide special exemptions to the terms of this article upon which such board of 
adjustment under such regulations may be required to pass; and  

C. To hear and decide specific variances.  

2. The board of adjustment shall consist of five members appointed by the city council, and each shall serve for 
a term of five years and until his successor is duly appointed and qualified. Of the members first appointed, 
one shall be appointed for a term of five years, one for a term of four years, one for a term of three years, 
one for a term of two years, and one for a term of one year. Members shall be removable by the appointing 
authority for cause, upon written charges, after a public hearing.  

2. The board of adjustment shall adopt rules for its governance and in harmony with the provisions of this 
article. Meetings of the board shall be held at the call of the chairman and at such other times as the board 
of adjustment may determine. The chairman, or in his absence the acting chairman, may administer oaths 
and compel the attendance of witnesses. All meetings of the board of adjustment shall be open to the public. 
The board of adjustment shall keep minutes of its proceedings, showing the vote of each member upon each 
question, or if absent or failing to vote, indicating such fact, and shall keep records of its examinations, and 
other official actions, all of which shall immediately be filed in the office of the city clerk, and on due cause 
shown.  

4. The board of adjustment shall have the powers established in Iowa Statutes, section 414.12.  
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5. The concurring vote of a majority of the members of the board of adjustment shall be sufficient to reverse 
any order, requirement, decision or determination of any administrative official or to decide in favor of the 
applicant on any matter upon which it is required to pass under this article, or to effect variations of this 
article.  

(Ord. No. 547, section 7, 9-27-76.) 

Sec. 6-57. Judicial review. 

Any person aggrieved, or any taxpayer affected, by any decision of the board of adjustment, may appeal to 
the court of record as provided in Iowa Statutes, section 414.15.  

(Ord. No. 547, section 8, 9-27-76.) 

Sec. 6-58. Administrative agency. 

It shall be the duty of the Oelwein Airport Zoning Commission to administer the regulations prescribed 
herein. Applications for permits and variances shall be made to the Oelwein Airport Zoning Commission upon a 
form furnished by him. Applications required by this article to be submitted to the administrative agency shall be 
promptly considered and granted or denied. Application for action by the board of adjustment shall be forthwith 
transmitted by the Oelwein Airport Zoning Commission.  

(Ord. No. 547, section 9, 9-27-76.) 

Sec. 6-59. Penalties. 

Each violation of this article or of any regulation, order, or ruling promulgated hereunder shall constitute a 
misdemeanor, and be punishable by a fine of not more than $500.00 or imprisonment for not more than one year 
or both; and each day a violation continues to exist shall constitute a separate offense.  

(Ord. No. 547, section 10, 9-27-76.) 

Sec. 6-60. Conflicting regulations. 

Where there exists a conflict between any of the regulations or limitations prescribed in this article and any 
other regulations applicable to the same area, whether the conflict be with respect to height of structures, the use 
of land, or any other matter, the more stringent limitation or requirement shall govern and prevail.  

(Ord. No. 547, section 11, 9-27-76.) 

Sec. 6-61. Severability. 

If any provisions of this article or the application thereof to any person or circumstances is held invalid, such 
invalidity shall not affect other provisions or applications of the article which can be given effect without the 
invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this article are declared to be severable.  

(Ord. No. 547, section 12, 9-27-76.) 

ARTICLE IV. OELWEIN AIRPORT BOARD 
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Sec. 6-100. Board established. 

A. There is hereby established in and for the City of Oelwein, the Oelwein Airport Board (hereinafter referred to 
in this subchapter as the board) created under chapter 392 of the Iowa Code for the purpose of assisting the 
City of Oelwein in governing the operation of the Oelwein Airport and managing the development of land 
and infrastructure in the area adjacent to the airport, pursuant to the terms and provisions of this 
subchapter and the Municipal Code of the City of Oelwein.  

B. Subject to this article, the board shall succeed to the current responsibilities of the Oelwein Airport 
Commission which is hereby abolished.  

C. The board shall consist of five members each having the right to vote. The members shall be appointed by 
the mayor, which appointment shall be approved by the city council. Two board members shall initially be 
appointed for two years, two board members for three years, and one board member appointed for four 
years. The terms of the board members initially appointed shall be determined by their appointment. Absent 
members lots shall be drawn by proxy. Thereafter, the term of each member shall be for four years and any 
vacancies occurring in the membership shall be filled in accordance with this chapter. The terms of board 
members shall expire on and as of June 30 of the year in which their terms expire. All appointments after the 
original appointments shall be in accordance with this chapter.  

D. Any member of the board may be removed by a majority vote of the city council.  

E. Absence from three consecutive regular meetings of the airport board, or failure to attend one-fourth of all 
regular meetings in any year, excepting absences due to illness, shall be cause for removal of the board 
member.  

Sec. 6-101. Qualifications of board members. 

To be eligible to be appointed a member of the Oelwein Airport Board the appointee must be a resident of 
the City of Oelwein, except two members may be residents of Fayette Count y or a county adjacent thereto. Board 
members should have expertise in aviation, business, accounting, finance, marketing, engineering, law, real estate 
development, management or other fields of value to the operation of the airport and the management of 
development of adjacent areas.  

Sec. 6-102. Organization of the board. 

A. At its first meeting, the board shall elect a chairperson, a vice-chairperson, from its own membership. The 
presence of three members of the board shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. All actions 
of the board shall be by resolution or motion and the affirmative vote of at least three members shall be 
required for the passage of either action.  

B. The chair shall preside over all regular or special meetings of the airport board. In the absence of the chair, 
the vice-chair shall preside over all regular or special meetings.  

C. Only the chair shall speak for the airport board. in the absence of the chair, only the vice-chair shall speak for 
the airport board.  

D. The chair shall make an annual report, and other reports as may be requested from time to time by the 
mayor or city council, of the airport boards' activities and any recommendations for the development and 
operation.  

(Ord. No. 988, section 1, 11-13-2000.) 
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Sec. 6-103. Meeting and minutes. 

The board shall hold at least one public meeting each month, at such times and places as the board shall 
establish. Special meetings may be called by the chair, or in the absence of the chair, by the vice-chair. Minutes of 
each meeting shall be kept and all resolutions and minutes shall be open to public inspection. Board meetings shall 
be conducted in compliance with all applicable state or federal laws, including, but not limited to chapter 21 of the 
Iowa Code, Open Meetings.  

Sec. 6-104. Powers and responsibilities of the board. 

The board, except as otherwise herein provided, shall perform the following duties and responsibilities as to 
the operation of the Oelwein Municipal Airport and the management and development of adjacent areas, 
including but not limited to the following:  

1. The board shall recommend for adoption and implementation by the city council regulations for the 
control, operation, supervision and maintenance and security of the airport.  

2. The board shall recommend for adoption and implementation by the City of Oelwein, rates and 
charges for use of the airport, airport facilities or airport services, to support the operations and 
development of the airport, except that admission charges and temporary parking charges for special 
events may be set by board resolution. The level of rates and charges shall be consistent with the 
operating and capital improvement budgets.  

3. The board shall negotiate and recommend for adoption and implementation by the City of Oelwein 
leases, concession agreements, and operating agreements of not to exceed three years in duration for 
the use of real property and facilities under the jurisdiction of the Oelwein Airport.  

4. The board shall solicit applications, interview, screen and recommend to the mayor an FBO to be 
appointed by the mayor, which appointment shall be approved by the city council.  

5. The board shall receive and investigate complaints pertaining to the airport facilities and operation and 
shall report said complaints and findings to the city council.  

6. The board shall recommend for approval by the city council, maintain and follow yearly operating and 
capital improvement budgets included as part of the total city budget. The board shall submit its 
operating and capital budgets to the city administrator for recommendation and transmittal to the city 
council in accordance with time tables established by the city administrator. All expenditures and all 
transfers between account codes shall be reported and shall be reflected in monthly and annual 
reports prepared by the city administrator.  

7. The board shall recommend for adoption and implementation by the City of Oelwein a marketing plan 
aimed at establishing the Oelwein Airport as an economic generator and attraction for the City of 
Oelwein and the State of Iowa. The board shall engage in appropriate activities which will promote 
improvements and growth in general aviation use of the airport, as well as air transportation related 
services for the community.  

8. The board shall recommend for adoption and implementation by the city council all plans associated 
with development or redevelopment of the airport.  

9. The board shall ensure that all airport revenues collected are credited to the general fund, and that all 
expenditures from said fund for airport, purposes are done in accordance with applicable local, state 
and federal laws and regulations.  

10. The board shall cooperate with the city council other commissions, boards and civic organization(s).  
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11. The board shall file with the city clerk for public inspection copies of minutes summarizing all board 
meetings, including resolutions and motions passed by the board within seven days of the meeting at 
which the minutes were approved. The minutes of each preceding meeting shall be presented at the 
next meeting for approval by the airport board.  

(Ord. No. 988, section 2, 11-13-2000.) 

Sec. 6-105. Powers reserved by the city council. 

In addition to those powers previously reserved to the mayor or city council, the following powers are 
specifically reserved to the city council:  

1. The purchase, lease, sale or change of supplies, equipment and materials and to procure services.  

2. All property interests, whether real or personal, shall be acquired in the name of the City of Oelwein 
and at all times remain an asset of the City of Oelwein.  

3. The exercise of the power of eminent domain.  

4. The levying of real property taxes.  

5. The undertaking of debt, including the issuance of bonds, or the execution of any form of loan or 
promissory note.  

6. The mortgage, sale or conveyance of airport assets or real property or its encumbrance for a period in 
excess of three years.  

7. Approval and acceptance of state or federal grants or subsidies.  

8. The establishment of insurance limits and procurement of insurance for the airport.  

9. The representation and defense of the airport in all disputes, claims, actions or lawsuits, including the 
settlement of all such matters.  

10. Approval of the airport land use development plans and amendments thereto. The council shall 
provide directives to the board for carrying out such plan which the board shall be required to follow.  

11. The right to have any person aggrieved by the board in matters of health, safety or property appear 
before the city council.  

12. The appointment of a council person liaison to the airport board.  

Sec. 6-106. Fixed base operator. 

A. Appointment of a FBO. A FBO shall be appointed by the mayor, which appointment shall be approved by the 
city council. The mayor shall consult with the board before such appointment. The mayor and the chair of 
the airport board shall jointly review and evaluate the performance of the FBO at appropriate times, but not 
less than annually.  

B. Duties of the FBO. The FBO shall be responsible for:  

1. The implementation of the policies, programs, and plans of the City of Oelwein and the Oelwein Airport 
Board, and for representing the position of the city and board as requested with regard thereto.  

2. Assisting the city and board as requested in communications with state and federal agencies.  

3. Assisting the city and board as requested in the preparation of a yearly operating and capital 
improvement budget for the airport.  
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4. Assisting the city and board as requested in the formulation of rules, regulations, operating 
agreements, contracts, grant applications, and other such matters as the city and board shall from time 
to time determine.  

5. All airport operations and activities.  

6. The maintenance and protection of airport property.  

(Ord. No. 980, 04-24-2000.) 

 


