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June 2023 Park Monthly Report 

 
 

This month in the park and cemetery department the employees have been busy working on various 
improvement projects as the dry weather persists. This month I had Carrico Aquatics up to look at the pool 
cleaner and replace the tracks and bands as this is an expected maintenance task every couple of years. The 
park employees replaced the brushes on the trail brush this week as another scheduled maintenance task. 
Aiden Raber has been working on finishing the work on the log cabin replacing the joint material. The park 
guys dropped on two benches for the PD for their new area in front of their building. On Tuesday, I travelled 
to Cedar Falls as I had nominated Joe Bouska for the governor’s volunteer award for his work with the park 
and rec board and the joint effort between the park department and United Way that we have worked on for 
the past few years. The pool is doing great as we started the first group swim lessons this week with the 
summer school program that marched the kids over from the elementary school. We also received a shipment 
of chemical for the pool water chemistry this week and completed the monthly bact sample.  The park and 
cemetery employees have been working on clearing out the waterline between the pool and wings park this 
week. We have seen a lot of vandalism at Wings recently so will clear the area then we can shoot a camera or 
two over in that area of the basketball hoops. Downtown flowers are being watered every morning and 
ongoing weeding and garbage pickup. Craig and Carolyn are doing great with the campground as usual, and 
trails were swept. On Monday evening I met with the tree board for our monthly meeting at the park building.  

 

 

At the cemetery the employees cleaned out some suckers that were growing in the bushes in Memorial. 
At Redgate Park the holding tank was pumped out as we need to 2x a season. Both departments have been 
working together up at Wings Park clearing the waterway between the pool. This project makes the area look 
so much better, will reduce the mosquito population around the pool area and give us a clear view of the 
park.  We have directed a few pool cameras towards the park due to all the vandalism that we have 
experienced there lately. On Friday, we spent the entire afternoon cleaning up a property the city bought that 
had tons of overgrowth in the backyard so the guys could mow it. Carolyn and Craig are doing a great job at 
the campground as usual. This week we are wrapping up the first round of group lessons with the school 
program. This month we closed the pool for the swim team 2 times for their home meets of the season. 
Concessions is still doing great this season selling lots of product. The contractor is done grouting the log cabin 
in the downtown area. The park employees have been busy removing a few more dead ash trees this past 
week as well. The trails and skate park were swept once again. The cemetery prepared a cremation burial and 
a full burial for Friday at Woodlawn. I sent out the agenda for the Monday night park and rec meeting to the 
board. I have been working on the state recreation trail grant through the DOT, which I hope to wrap up next 
week and send out.  

 

Nate and Chris used the patch machine and completed some road work on the cemetery roads this past 
week. Russ and Cooper painted the bridge rails on west Charles Street downtown. Dion has been busy 
cleaning downtown, weeding and watering the hanging baskets every morning. The vandalism persists as 
someone removed a water fountain head at Redgate Park that we replaced right away. The park employees 
all helped with replacing boards and painting extra picnic tables at the shop so that we have them ready to go 
when needed. The cemetery employees were busy removing a few old utility poles at City Park that were not 
needed and removed two dead small oak trees. We have been taking care of watering at the depot park to 
ensure the hydro seeding takes hold and comes up in this dry weather. The cemetery employees took down 
two small dead ash trees on the back side of Woodlawn as the never-ending task of ash tree removal carries 
on. The park employees have been completing some extra trimming along trails and waterways to keep things 
looking great. Steve S. took the power sprayer to City Park and cleaned off the small children’s playground 
area as they like to drag mulch into the equipment, and it makes a mess over time. Marc B. took the power 
sprayer to the brick pedestals this week as well to brighten them up and the park employees stopped by the 
library and trimmed off a branch that was broken. Carolyn and Craig are keeping the campground looking 
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great as always. The pool is doing great with this dry weather as the second session of swimming lessons is 
finishing the first week and private lessons have started. I had Marc B. power spray the concession area to 
keep it clean as product gets dropped on the concrete. The park employees painted some poles that we will 
install at diamond one for foul poles. On Monday I hosted the park and rec meeting at the aquatic center and 
showed the board several of the improvements that we have made over the past couple of years. The swim 
team approached me this week and told us that all the other communities that have attended their home 
meets at aquatic center have been giving them compliments on how nice the facility looks. The park 
employees mowed the rec fields and any other areas that need to be knocked down if necessary. I have been 
working on finishing the state recreation trail grant to submit at the end of the month. I will be meeting with 
the contractor and engineer next week to go over the drain project for the pool as the contractor is close to 
getting started on the project. 

 
Nate and I watered the depot park to get the soil saturated to give the hydroseeding a great start. At 

Woodlawn the employees took down an ash tree along the cack side of the cemetery along the west property 
line. Nate had to step in for the rec department to drag a diamond for a little league game on Friday. At 
Woodlawn Chris J. has started working on straightening the waterway up front through memorial and 18. 
Storm damage was rather minimal as the employees spent a morning picking up a lot of branches and lost a 
bush at the cemetery. At Levin Park the park employees painted the bicycle art that was left from when 
ragbrai went through town. The park employees have been busy swapping out s-hooks and chains on swing 
sets and playground equipment throughout the park system. The guys also grabbed a bunch of couplers to 
replace ones that have failed to secure the tile around the equipment that holds in the safety fiber. On 
Monday the cemetery had a cremation burial and on Tuesday the employees had a full burial that they 
prepared. On the trail by the pool the park employees installed a set of handrails on the west end of the 
bridge as the slope down to the waterway is rather steep. The park employees replaced the flag at City Park 
that was blown down in the storm over the weekend. At Woodlawn the employees dug up the road to replace 
a waterline that broke last fall due to someone planting a tree directly over the line many years ago. I met 
with the engineer, contractor and Alliant Energy on Tuesday about the pool drain project. The contractor 
finished their previous job early due to the dry weather and will be starting this project immediately. On 
Wednesday, we all dropped what we were working on to go up to the wellness center to help get water out of 
the building and brought up our large fan to help dry things out. At the aquatic center the second session of 
swim lessons concluded, and private lessons are ongoing. The campground is filling up for the busy holiday 
weekend as the campground host is doing a great job making the place look great. The Tree Board got their 
hardware this week in recognition for earning the Growth Award for last season’s work.  

 
     

 

Cleaner maintenance    new brushes 
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Log cabin maintenance     benches 

  
 

Governor’s volunteer award 

  
       Swim lessons        chemical delivery 
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Waterway clearing - Wings 

 
Vandalism at Wings 

 
Cleaning bushes out 
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    Redgate Park     wings park 

 
 

Vacant property cleanup 

 
 

Open Swim 
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Group lessons 

 
 

  Road patching      painting 

 
 

 Repairing vandalism  picnic table repair  utility pole removal 
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extra trimming      watering 

 

   Ash tree removal          trail trimming 

 

Power spraying 
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Power spraying        foul pole preparation 

 

 

Watering         Ash tree removal    diamond prep 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
   Waterway straightening       storm damage 
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    Painting        playground work  grave preparation 

 
             New railings installed     flag repaired 

 
 Swings chains     water line repairs 
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  Pool drain project    wellness center 
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Daily activities 

➢ Clean/organize shop areas 

➢ Pick up downtown areas 

➢ maintaining park, cemeteries 

➢ Maintenance on equipment 

➢ Safety meetings 

➢ Meet with contractors 

➢ Retrieve & upload trail count data 

➢ Woodlawn burials 

➢ Employee orientations/videos 

➢ Check pool chemistry mornings 

 

 

 

progress on projects 

➢ Website updating 

➢ Trail easements/grants 

➢ Work on park and rec master plan 

➢ Latham bench installed 

➢ Goalsetter hoops at Reidy 

➢ Patch Park/cemetery roads 

➢ Grinding stumps 

➢ Ash tree removal 

 

 

➢ Pool work 

➢ Trail maintenance 

➢ Swim Lessons 

➢ Playground Improvements 

➢ Power Spraying 

➢ Bridge railings installed 

➢ Water line repair 

➢ Cleanup vandalism 

 

 

 

Next month and future projects 

➢ Remove old well houses city park 

➢ Drinking fountain Platt Park 

➢ Replace decking on old bridge 

➢ Grant writing 

➢ Ash tree removal 

➢ Pool filter/drain project 

➢ Trail segment 2 

➢ Trail segments 4/5 alignment 

➢ Playground mulch wings 

➢ Cemetery sign install 

➢ Grinding stumps 

➢ Dirt work complex 

➢ Mulch at Platt Park 

➢ Install foul poles Diamond 1 

➢ Flagpole diamond 3 

➢ Paint accent brick – pool 

➢ Finish levin sign 

➢ Paint shelter-Platt 

➢ Install backboard at wings 

➢ Clearing waterway Wings 

➢ Install drinking fountain-Platts 

➢ Remove primitive at Redgate 

➢ Playground Equipment work 

 

 

 

Joshua Johnson ma 

Oelwein Park Superintendent 
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