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Park assistant 
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Aquatics Manager 
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Campground Host 

Linda Bickle 

 

Parks 

Russ McNamara 

Denny Haar 

Marc Bush 

Craig Rohrick 

Tom Sperfslage 

 

Cemetery 

Chris Jelinek 

Willie Phillips 

Brett Mahoney 

Danny Carnicle 

 

Shelter Reservations & 

bathrooms 

Steve Horan  

Park and Recreation Commission 

Dave Garrigus 

Joseph Bouska 

Tim Gearhart 

Connie Jorgensen 

Mike Meska 

Dan Stasi 

 

Tree Board 

Ron Lenth 

Kyle Scheel 

Jeff Milks 

John Fox 

Terry Scherbring 

 

Trails Committee 

Sue Crandall 

Sandie Graf 

Marcia Woodraska 

Wayne Saur 

Mark Levin 

Ron Lenth 
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2024 Park Department Annual Report 

 

Parks 
➢ Ash trees removed  

➢ City Park – 9 

➢ Pool - 8 

➢ Woodlawn Cemetery – 24 

➢ Trails – 13 

➢ Platt Park – 9 

➢ Complex – 2 

➢ Redgate – 5      Total – 78   ash trees removed 2024 

➢ Wings Park – 8      Total – 176 ash trees removed 2023 

         Total – 132 ash trees removed 2022  

          386 total 

➢ Trees Planted 

o Bare Root Tree Planting - 40  

o Trees For Kids Planting - 23 

o Trees Forever Planting - 47    Total – 110 

➢ Mowed all park / cemeteries / empty lots    Total – 20 times 

➢ Snow removal, trails / sidewalks / cemetery 

 

Shelter reservations 

➢ 69 reservations 

Campground 
➢ Nights stay at campground     Total –2,603    

           43% occupancy   

Cemetery        
➢ Full burials  31     

➢ Cremation burials 24 

➢ Infant transfer  1     Total – 53 

 

Aquatics 
➢ Group Lessons – two sessions     Total -   207 

➢ Private lessons              34 

➢ Passes sold          179 

➢ Pool parties           21 

➢ Dog Dip           45 

➢ Daily Entrance        Paid entries – 4,486 

          Pass entries – 5,782 

                   10,268 

Trail counts                          23,212 

Large Projects 

➢ Bare Root Tree Planting Woodlawn – Planted 40 trees 

➢ Trees Forever - Branching Out recipient – Planted 47 trees 

➢ Trees For Kids Tree Planting – Planted 23 trees 

➢ Raised funds for yellow safety topper for installation on 3 ball diamonds 

➢ United Way – Day of Caring 

➢ New door installed Wings Park garage 

➢ Gravel bed built for future tree plantings 

➢ REAP grant money procured for trail development 
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2024 Park Department Annual Report 
Running total of Grants/Donations/In-Kind 

08/15/2016  Trees Forever  Complex    $1,210.00 
01/25/2017  Trees Forever  Platt/Wings    $2,124.00 
05/22/2017  NEIC   Diamond 3    $6,880.30 
08/07/2017  Deb Kellogg  Memorial Bench    $854.00 
10/20/2017  Colleen Stasi  Memorial Bench    $854.00 
01/24/2018  FEMA   City Park Road    $3,962.87 
01/27/2018  Trees Forever  Complex    $4,000.00 
03/01/2018  AmeriCorps  8-person crew    $960.00 
03/01/2018  AmeriCorps  7-person crew    $840.00 
03/14/2018  FCCF   Drinking Fountains   $2,000.00 
03/26/2018  Paint Iowa   Diamond one Concession  $261.72 
04/10/2018  Hancor   4” Tile donated –D3   $400.00 
04/01/2018  Greg Bryan  Bridge – in-kind    $10,000.00 
04/17/2018  John Rethwisch  Cemetery- LaMarr Kappmeyer  $192.35 
05/02/2018  Well mark  Wings Trail Extension   $87,353.00 
05/31/2018  NEIC   Wings Trail Extension   $8,814.00 
06/20/2018  Dave Sondrol  2 Memorial Bench’s   $1,708.00 
08/06/2018  AmeriCorps  21-person crew    $2,520.00 
08/20/2018  Trees Forever  Multiple Parks    $1,019.20 
09/06/2018  AmeriCorps  5-person crew    $1,800.00 
09/14/2018  Roger Polark  Trails     $10,000.00 
09/24/2018  State FEMA  City Park Road    $528.38 
12/06/2018  Gary Gilson  Memorial Bench    $854.00 
12/20/2018  OCSD   Grave Heater    $500.00 
02/02/2019  ITC   Bike Fixit Station    $3,000.00 
04/01/2019  Paint Iowa  Campground Buildings   $261.72 
04/15/2019  Trees Forever  Boulevard Trees    $5,000.00 
06/15/2019  Jim Lindstrom  Memorial Bench    $854.00 
10/07/2019  R.J. McElroy Trust Pool Shade Structures   $5,000.00 
10/08/2019  Nursery Trees  Tree Spading    $2,275.00 
10/29/2019  Dave Sondrol  Cemetery Signs    $16,000.00 
01/01/2020  Friends of Trails  Donations    $14,885.00 
01/09/2020  ITC   Park Improvements   $2,000.00 
03/16/2020  FCCF   Electrical Upgrades   $10,000.00 
04/14/2020  Trees Forever  Boulevard Trees    $5,000.00 
05/27/2020  Cannons/Anonymous Red Gate Tree Replacement  $725.00 
09/01/2020  Paint Iowa  Campground Picnic Tables  $600.00 
09/17/2020  R.J. McElroy Trust Playground Equip.   $8,818.00 
10/14/2020  Dave Sondrol  Cemetery Trees    $320.00 
10/15/2020  Corner Market  Red gate Trees    $200.00 
12/07/2020  Missy Rau  Memorial Bench-Henderson  $932.00 
12/07/2020  Dave Sondrol  Memorial Bench-Schulz   $932.00 
03/29/2020  NEIC   Trails     $250,000.00 
01/12/2021  Community Bank Bridge Decking    $906.33 
02/16/2021  Dave Sondrol  Trail Donation    $1,000.00 
02/16/2021  BCHC   Trail Donation    $1,000.00 
03/11/2021  Trees Forever  Boulevard Trees    $5,000.00 
04/09/2021  Pizza Ranch  Trail Donation    $4,000.00 
03/29/2021  NEIC   Trails Donation    $250,000.00 
07/14/2021  Mark Levin  Trails Donation    $250.00 
10/15/2021  Cannons Greenhouse Tree Donation    $600.00 
10/15/2021  Andrea Williams Tree  Donation-Redgate   $300.00 
12/17/2021  Community Bank Trails Donation    $2,500.00 
12/18/2021  ITC   Donation -Solar Umbrella  $3,000.00 
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2024 Park Department Annual Report 
Running total of Grants/Donations/In-Kind continued 

 
05/01/2022  Jack Freeman  Tree Donation    $1,000.00 
08/29/2022  NEIC   Trails     $250,000.00 
02/23/2022  Trees Forever  Boulevard Trees    $5,000.00 
09/01/2022  Jon Latham  Memorial Bench    $932.00 
09/15/2022  Bryan/Garrigus  Black Dirt Donation   $1,000.00 
08/29/2023  NEIC   Trails     $250,000.00 
02/24/2023  Trees Forever  Boulevard Trees    $4,000.00 
02/27/2023  Delta Dental  Drinking Fountain   $3,285.00 
05/01/2023  NEIC   Filter/Drain    $126,750.00 
05/17/2023  Aubrey Sadler  Tree Donation    $150.00 
04/15/2023  Transco   Arch Sign Paint    $1,000.00 
07/17/2023  Jeannette Hoth  Memorial Bench    $1,036.00 
08/22/2023  Iowa P&R Assoc. CPRP Certification   $455.00 
09/01/2023  Anothny Ricchio  Tree Donation    $300.00 
09/08/2023  USDA   Community Forestry Grant  $4,991.64 
09/18/2023  Florence   Delong Memorial Bench   $1,036.00 
10/09/2023  Greg Bryan  Tree Donation    $2,000.00 
02/01/2024  Transco   12 railroad ties – Bocce   $300.00 
02/01/2024  Douglas Heller  Tree Donation    $200.00 
02/15/2024  FCCF   Aquatic Lounge Chairs   $5,675.00 
03/01/2024  Enbridge  CPR Manikins    $2,000.00 
03/01/2024  Trees Forever  Boulevard Trees    $5,000.00 
04/01/2024  Diamond Vogel  Campground Paint   $300.00 
04/01/2024  Legion   City Park Sign    $410.00 
04/01/2024  Legion/Aux  Diamond Capper   $550.00 
04/16/2024  Van Denover  Diamond Capper   $100.00 
04/18/2024  Veridian Bank  Diamond Capper   $500.00 
04/22/2024  Carrico Aquatics Diamond Capper   $1,100.00 
04/24/2024  Community Bank Diamond Capper   $500.00 
04/26/2024  Berryman Dentistry Diamond Capper   $200.00 
04/26/2024  Vogel Insurance  Diamond Capper   $100.00 
04/26/2024  Kens Electric  Diamond Capper   $100.00 
04/27/2024  Jenna Schares  Diamond Capper   $500.00 
04/27/2024  Irvine Water  Diamond Capper    $25.00 
05/03/2024  Business Donations Paint/Volunteers/United Way  $1,000.00 
06/27/2024  Jaime Pirillo  Memorial Bench    $1,500.00 
06/27/2024  Jon Latham  Memorial Bench    $1,500.00 
07/19/2024  BCHC   Free Swim Day    $2,285.00 
07/19/2024  Fareway/Dollar  Donated Food Pool    $200.00 
08/01/2024  Craig Lau  Memorial Bench    $1,500.00 
08/10/2024  Janette Simon  Tree Donation -Dog park  $300.00 
08/15/2024  Lori Suckow  Memorial Bench    $1,500.00 
09/06/2024  Iowa DNR  Trees for Kids    $2,500.00 
09/15/2024  AmeriCorps  Woodlawn Tree Planting   $1,288.00 
11/14/2024  Iowa DNR  REAP     $100,000.00 
04/29/2024  NEIC   Trails     $175,000.00 

          2024 - $306,133.00 
$1,704,107.16 
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2024 Park Department Annual Report 

Parks 

 
➢ Daily maintenance of downtown streetscape 

➢ Developing Parks Master Plan 

➢ Update Park and Recreation Brochure 

➢ Update CIP Items 

➢ Update Park / Campground / Aquatics / Cemetery Fee Schedules  

➢ Update Department Equipment Maintenance Schedule 

➢ Monthly safety meetings/ checklists 

➢ Maintain all City empty lots 

➢ Host monthly park and recreation commission meetings 

➢ Develop trails and host committee meetings 

➢ Host monthly tree board meetings 

➢ Biweekly dept. head meetings/individual 

➢ Conducted employee interviews /evaluations 

➢ Weekly/Monthly/Yearly reports 

➢ Weed spraying as needed 

➢ Pesticide Applicator CEU’s 

➢ Shop/vehicle/equipment maintenance 

➢ Playground equipment replacement/inspections 

➢ Tree trimming / mulch fall leaves 

➢ Ash tree removal / stump grinding 

➢ Replace / repair vandalism on as needed basis 

➢ Continued trail maintenance – brush/tree trimming and dead tree removal 

➢ Cleared trails of snow in winter 

➢ Hosted United Way Day of Caring 

o Picnic table painting 

o Disc golf course work 

o Aquatic center prep 

o Playground safety mulching 

o Trail work 

o Diamond maintenance 

➢ Diamond maintenance for recreation department 

➢ City Park disc golf course installation  

➢ Assist with all three tree plantings 

➢ Assist with cemetery foundations 

➢ Playground mulching 
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2024 Park Department Annual Report 

 

Cemetery 
❖ Ash tree removal – cemetery / parks 

❖ Cleaned up all workshops 

❖ Cleaning up fence lines 

❖ Memorial Day flag raising 

❖ Poured foundations in spring and fall 

❖ Stump grinding 

 

 

 

 

Aquatics 

 
❖ 28th season for facility 

❖ Certified Pool Operator CEU’s 

❖ Daily checks 

❖ Annual boiler inspection / backflow 

❖ New pool boiler installed 

❖ Activity pump pulled 

❖ New 10” mag flow meter 

❖ New bonding wire ran to all pumps 

❖ Parking lines painted 

❖ Front area mulched 

❖ GFCI breakers on pumps 

❖ 16 new deck lounge chairs 

❖ Fill line redirected to surge tank 

❖ New gauges installed on boiler water lines 

❖ New microwave for concessions 

 

 

 

Campground 

 
❖ 43% occupancy rate 

❖ Stirred up pads with harley rake 

❖ Painted picnic tables 

❖ Updated several electrical outlets/breakers  

❖ Replaced gaskets and parts of yard hydrants 
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2024 Park Department Annual Report 

 

Tree Board 

 
❖ Hosted monthly meetings 

❖ Received $5,000.00 grant from Trees Forever 

o Planted 47 trees in the street boulevards 

❖ Received $2,500 from the DNR 

o Planted 23 trees in Wings Park 

❖ Received a $2,000.00 donation from Greg Bryan 

o Built a gravel bed for bare root trees 

o Planted 40 trees at Woodlawn Cemetery 

❖ Received Tree City Award – 2023 

❖ Received Growth Award – 2023 

❖ Arbor Day Event – Distributed 200 tree whips to elementary kids 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trails Committee 

❖ Hosted meetings at office 

❖ East trail crack sealed 

❖ Swept trails weekly 

❖ Nearby ash tree removal 

❖ Further development of trails master plan 

❖ Applied to several grants 

o FRT 

o TAP 

o REAP 

o Wellmark 

❖ Attended all upper explorer meetings 

❖ Install signage from the pool to the NW trail, along with on-road markings 

❖ Friends of the Trails raising additional funding 

❖ Retrieve trail counter to compile information for grant writing 

❖ House File 35 passed for further trail development 
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 2024 Park Department Annual Report 
Burials        organizing SHOPs    Cleaning 

 
Routine clearing    Snow removal     shop maintenance 

 
  tree trimming  removal of decorations  

 
license renewed  Trail clearing CPO classes  Snow removal 
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2024 Park Department Annual Report 

Lots and lots of snow removal 

Maintenance    drinking fountain proposal 

 
fence topper proposal   Trails proposal 

 
Lounge chairs ordered 

  
                                   evergreen removal    Trail sweeping 

 
    Shop floor work    Supplies for gravel bed 
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     2024 Park Department Annual Report 

   Signage     cemetery work    civicrec 

 
  Grant awarded 

 
  Burials    pool     glass cleanup 

 
      Shop floor prep 
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2024 Park Department Annual Report 

Grant Proposal  TAP grant proposal 

 

  
Tree city recognition 

 

 
   Volleyball equipment      bobcat seal  Grave prep          sweeping 

 
pool maintenance   Grant proposal 

 
Tree removal      umbrella maintenance        x-mas lights        painting concessions 
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2024 Park Department Annual Report 

Trail sweeping         stick cleanup   pool Maintenance 

  
  Leaves     street sweeping   cleaning      Concessions 

 
   pool work    tree trimming    Burials 

 
   orientation/videos          City Park                Trimming                    Sweeping 
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2024 Park Department Annual Report 

Organizing   pool lights  gravel bed       pool steps 

 
 Campground prep        soccer nets  

 
  Burials    Pool Work   Delong bench 

 
Gravel bed construction completed  
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2024 Park Department Annual Report 

Aquatics prep  grading gravel roads   grant awarded 

 
Patching              lounge chairs         signage 

 
Power spraying 

 
   New tiki leaves           fountain painted 
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2024 Park Department Annual Report 

Chemical arrived    fencing removed 

 
            Slide replacement    soccer preparations 

 
      New rope   tiling   Campground pads 

 
Awards arrived 
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2024 Park Department Annual Report 

  

   slide replacement     Wind damage 

 
Pool preparations     burials 

 
Signage updating 

 
     Contractors mowing rec fields          Supplies coming in  united way supplies 
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2024 Park Department Annual Report 

 
This summer the cemetery department had to prepare a burial for one of our former employees, Mike 

Ledesma. Mike was an excellent worker for the city and will be missed. Mike was a very dedicated worker 
who took great pride in his work and was always willing to help others out. 
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2024 Park Department Annual Report 

     Tree trimming Burials  mulching Safety meeting  

 
foundation prep 

 
Concrete work    slide replacement   Arbor day event 

 
       new boiler  Sign fixed  shade up   burials 

 
  Mulching        power spraying        Steaming 
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2024 Park Department Annual Report 
United way – day of caring 

 

 

 

  
  

  
  

  
P
A

R
K

S
 /
 C

E
M

E
T

E
R
Y

 /
 T

R
A

IL
S
 /
 A

Q
U

A
T

IC
S
 /
 C

A
M

P
G

R
O

U
N

D
 

http://www.oelweinparks.org/


 

www.oelweinparks.org 

 

2024 Park Department Annual Report 
United way – day of caring 
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2024 Park Department Annual Report 
United way – day of caring 

 
 

 
 

Everyone that volunteered and/or donated 
 

United Way - Joe Bouska 

Ken's Electric 

Veridian 

Transco 

Irvine Water 

Fidelity Bank 

Mercy One 

Norby's 

East Penn 

Lumber Ridge 

Ace Hardware 

Manske's Corner Market 

Rise LTD. 

Parent Share & Support 

Oelwein Schools 

Park staff 

Cemetery staff 

Dylan Mulfinger 

Van Denover 

Parent Share 

Ashley Molding 

Alpha Trailers 

        Plentiful Pantry 
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2024 Park Department Annual Report 
 

Batting net up          tile showed up 

 
 

Gravel bed 

 
 

Donations 
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2024 Park Department Annual Report 
 

 

Trail bill signed 
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2024 Park Department Annual Report 
       CPR manikins      boiler install       Thank you letters 

                 
            new pool signage           New gauges              mowing  spraying 

 
   Flags up   playground fire   Orientation  

 
    Flooding     downtown flowers 

 
New door       open swim        Signs up 
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2024 Park Department Annual Report 
 storm damage    hanging baskets      Mowing         signage 

 
 Redgate       Storm damage 

 
Swim lessons            Ken in deep thought  

 
    tile project 

 
Complex diamonds 
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2024 Park Department Annual Report 
      Door trim        sickle mower        Swim lessons 

 
Tree removal wings park  Tree removal red gate park 

 
    New tires      crack sealing   Memorial bench 

 
playground work  new Pressure switch        minor flooding    Safety meeting 

 
tree removal            chemical order    Training review  
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  2024 Park Department Annual Report 
 Cpr review     maintenance     fill line 

 
     Tree board meeting            Trimming   swim meet  

 
4th of July 

 
      Playground removal road work     Spraying      burials 
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2024 Park Department Annual Report 

Patching        Grave prep    mulching 

 

 
        septic cleaning New flow meter  trimming  Chemical delivery 

 
      scotch pine  Grave prep   water repair    sweeping streets 

 
        Water repair        trimming     Spraying 
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2024 Park Department Annual Report 

     Tree donation   tree removal/cleanup     complex prep           grading 

 
Shop cleanup 

 
Redgate 

 
   Tree removal 

 
Grant work 
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2024 Park Department Annual Report 

Tree removal    Spraying     maintenance 

 
      Signage    Dog Dip      Winterizing  

 
   umbrellas down  

 
    Memorial bench           signage     Memorial bench maintenance 

 
  Wellness center    light pole destroyed   tree removal 
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2024 Park Department Annual Report 

Platt Park trees cleaning waterway  Trail work   trimming   

 
Tree removal 

 
Tree removal  winterizing  stump grinding 

 
   Slide replacement     Planting preparations  

 
Waterway trimming memorial bench/monument foundation prep 
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  2024 Park Department Annual Report 

AmeriCorps presentation     grant awarded 

 
Tree planting 

 

 
 Concrete work   winterizing  
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2024 Park Department Annual Report  
   Vandalism depot park       Safety meetings        winterizing 

 
stump grinding         Downtown      vandalism   tree work 

 
DNR Trees for kids planting 
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2024 Park Department Annual Report 

 

 
Stump work    winterizing 

 
Stump grinding    tree planting locations 

 
    Boards stained      trails swept 
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2024 Park Department Annual Report 

Trees Forever tree planting 2024 
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2024 Park Department Annual Report 

Trees Forever tree planting 2024 
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2024 Park Department Annual Report 

Maintenance city park leaves Water lines  bench installed 

 
 Tree removal 

 
City Park leaves     trail sweeping 

 
Wartburg presentation 
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2024 Park Department Annual Report 

Equipment maintenance 

 

REAP trail funding Awarded 
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2024 Park Department Annual Report 

 
    Lights   trail clearing   Maintenance 

 
  parks closed  Aquatics    maintenance  

 
Grave preparation   trail meeting  cleaning 

 
 

 

  
  

  
  

  
P
A

R
K

S
 /
 C

E
M

E
T

E
R
Y

 /
 T

R
A

IL
S
 /
 A

Q
U

A
T

IC
S
 /
 C

A
M

P
G

R
O

U
N

D
 

http://www.oelweinparks.org/


 

www.oelweinparks.org 

 

2024 Park Department Annual Report 

Skate rink filled      

 
Burials      Snow removal   

 
CEU class 
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2024 Park Department Annual Report 

 

 
 

          2021 – 25,393    2022 – 21,827    
2023 – 24,593 2024 – 23,212 

  

OPRD Mission Statement: 
“It is the mission of the Oelwein Parks and Recreation Department to create recreational opportunities and provide 
consistent, reliable public service; creating diverse programs and services to promote community involvement; and 

being a leader in recreation and leisure services while preserving our facilities for future generations.” 
 

Joshua A. Johnson MA 

Oelwein Park Superintendent 
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