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Mayor: Bret Devore 

Oelwein City Council   

Administrator: Dylan Mulfinger 

 

3-27-2023 

The trails committee is requesting council approval of trail segment two for construction. Trail 

segment two has been proposed to council previously as council should be familiar with this project.  

Trail segment two begins at the railroad viaduct and traverses through the northwest quadrant of the 

community, connecting with the existing trail in Redgate Park. The unsafe structure at 403 West 

Charles that has been a community safety issue for many years now conflicts with construction of the 

proposed trail and needs to be rectified. Property owner, Deloris Richardson, does not have the 

financial means to remedy this safety issue. The trails committee has exhausted all options within its 

capabilities by applying to several grant opportunities and foundations for additional funding for this 

project. An assessment for the impairment to the property owner for the improvement near the viaduct 

would cost over half over the project through attorney and court fees. The trails committee has 

proposed the cost saving option of utilizing 3rd street NW for on-road trail. This option for this trail 

segment does not score well in grant applications as foundations prefer to fund dedicated trail projects. 

The drain tile line along 6th Ave NW will need to be replaced before the trail can be put into place as 

well. 

The trails committee proposes using the foundation money that it has raised to remove the unsafe 

structure, grade the hill back and move forward with completion of this trails project with approval 

from city council. The committee thanks you for your consideration.  

 

Grants & foundations applied: 

• FRT - Federal Recreation Trails 

• TAP – Transportation alternatives program 

• Wellmark foundation 

• REAP 

• Destination Iowa  

 

Oelwein Trails Committee / 

Joshua Johnson MA 

Oelwein Park Superintendent 
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Past development: 

➢ 11-04-2022  
Notification given to the city that the Schaer Invest. Co. was interested in donating properties to the City. 

➢ 12-12-2022  
The council approved accepting all Schaer Trust properties.  

➢ City waiting on property transfer of parcel 1821153006 to the City. 

Moving forward: 

➢ Public hearing on turning both parcels, 1821153006 & 1821153009 over to Sue Happel. 
➢ Both parcels will be transferred with the stipulation that the city receive a 30” permanent easement from 

Sue Happel through parcels, 1821153006 & 1821153007 
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Storm Drain 
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Trail Committee Master Plan 
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