
Esteemed City Council Members,

311 East Charles is a residential structure sold to local contractor Shawn Bentley.  That sale was 
accompanied with a reversion agreement.  That reversion agreement was signed January 1, 2025 and 
recorded on April 4, 2025, to complete within 12 months the following items:

a. Installation of new roof on home and other structures on Property
b. Repair or replacement of soffit and fascia on home and structures on Property
c. Installation of new siding on home and structures on Property
d. Replacement of windows on home and structures on Property as needed, where

repair is not possible/feasible.
e. Replacement of front entry stairs and repair front porch to code compliance
f. Sealing and necessary repairs to the northeast foundation comer of home
g. Replacement of electric meter and exterior disconnect

To this date, no item has been fully completed.  Item A has not begun, item B has not begun, item C is 
partially completed, item D has not begun, item E is partially completed, item F is partially complete, 
and item G is partially completed.

Therefore, on April 3rd, 2026, a Notice-to-cure was sent by Lynch-Dallas, providing a 30-day notice to 
cure defaults.  It has been over 60 days, minor progress was made but no full compliance, and no 
hearing was requested.

The following attachments are related to the reversionary agreement, an email response from Mr. 
Bentley sent May 11, 2026, and pictures of construction work performed as of dates March 17, 2026
and July 9, 2026.

Sincerely,
David Kral
Building Official

July 13, 2026
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April 2, 2026 

 

Shawn Bentley and Erica Smithburg 

1694 Tahoe Ave. 

Sumner, IA 50674 

 

Re: Notice of Reversion Rights / Right to Cure 

 

Mr. Bentley and Ms. Smithburg: 

 

The purpose of this letter is to give you notice as required under the “Real Estate 

Reversion Agreement” entered into by you and the City of Oelwein Iowa, dated 

December 23, 2024 by the City and January 1, 2025 by the two of you. (Recorded on 

April 4, 2025 in Book 2025, Page 937, records of the Fayette County, Iowa Recorder.) 

 

The Reversion Agreement related to the following described property, approved by the 

City Council for transfer to you, by Resolution 5689-2024, subject to various terms and 

conditions, one of which was a “Reversion Agreement”. 

 

The West 59 feet of Lot 8 and the South 14 feet of the West 59 feet of Lot 7, Block 5, 
Paign’s Third Addition to Oelwein, Fayette County, Iowa. 

 

Parcel No. 1821282008; locally known as 311 E. Charles Street, Oelwein, Iowa. 

 

You agreed, under the terms of the Reversion Agreement, to complete the following 

improvements, subject to all necessary inspections and approvals, with a certificate of 

occupancy to be issued by the City within twelve (12) months of the date of the 

Reversion Agreement.   

 

a. Installation of new roof on home and other structures on Property 

b. Repair or replacement of soffit and fascia on home and structures on Property 

c. Installation of new siding on home and structures on Property 

d. Replacement of windows on home and structures on Property as needed, where 

repair is not possible/feasible. 

e. Replacement of front entry stairs and repair front porch to code compliance 

f. Sealing and necessary repairs to the northeast foundation corner of home 

g. Replacement of electric meter and exterior disconnect 

 

Unfortunately, more than twelve (12) months has passed and it does not appear that you 

have taken any steps towards the obligations you agreed to as outlined above. 

 

 



LYNCH DALLAS LEGAL 
 

 

 

Page 2 July 9, 2026 

 
Notice to Cure:1 

 

1. You are hereby given thirty (30) days’ notice to cure your defaults under the 

agreement with the City. To come into compliance, and out of default, you must 

complete all agreed upon improvements, subject to all necessary inspections and 

approvals, and receive a certificate of occupancy from the City within thirty (30) 

days of service of this Notice. 

2. Under the Reversion Agreement you also agreed to transfer your interest in the 

property back to the City if unable to come into compliance within the thirty (30) 

day cure period. (If you are prepared to voluntarily transfer your interest back to 

the City, please contact the City and make arrangements to do so. A deed will be 

prepared by the City for the two of you to sign.) 

3. If you fail to cure the default within said thirty (30) days, and do not transfer the 

property back to the City as agreed, the City will exercise its rights under the 

Limited Power of Attorney you also executed and transfer the property back to 

the City. 

4. You will also be held responsible for any lien, mortgage, or other debt 

encumbering the property, if any, and will be expected to take necessary steps to 

clear all of same as liens on the property. 

 

You may challenge the allegations of this Notice to Cure by submitting a written request 

for a hearing before the City Council to the City Clerk’s office within ten (10) days of the 

date of this Notice. Your request must describe in detail the basis of your challenge, or 

objections to the Notice to Cure. A hearing will be set as soon thereafter as possible, and 

your presence will be expected on the date and time set for hearing. 

 

If you have any questions regarding this notice, please contact City of Oelwein Building 

Official, David Kral at 319-283-5862, or at buildingofficial@cityofoelwein.org 

 

THIS IS AN IMPORTANT MATTER AND YOUR FAILURE TO TAKE STEPS 
REQUIRED OF YOU UNDER THE REVERSION AGREEMENT MAY RESULT 

IN THE LOSS OF YOUR PROPERTY 
AND/OR DAMAGES AND ATTORNEY FEES. 

 

Sincerely yours, 

Douglas D. Herman 

Douglas D. Herman 

LYNCH DALLAS LEGAL 

 

 
1 In accordance with the terms of the Reversion Agreement, this Notice to Cure may be served by Certified 

Mail or by Personal Service. 





March 17 
2026 

------------- 
Pictures 















July 9 
2026 

------------- 
Pictures 
































