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SF420
Section 1. Section 461C.2, Code 2021, is amended by adding the following new subsection:

NEW SUBSECTION. 01. “Bicycle” means the same as defined in section 321.1 except the device may have any 

number of wheels.

Sec. 2. Section 461C.2, subsections 3 and 5, Code 2021, are amended to read as follows:

3. “Land” means private land that is one or any combination of the following: abandoned or inactive 

surface mines; caves; land used for agricultural purposes; marshlands; timber; grasslands; or the privately 

owned roads, railroad rights-of-way or crossings, paths, trails, waters, water courses, exteriors and 

interiors of buildings, structures, machinery, or equipment appurtenant thereto. “Land” includes land that is 

not open to the general public. “Land” also includes private land located in a municipality in connection with 

and while being used for urban deer control or a recreational purpose.

5. “Recreational purpose” means the following or any combination thereof: hunting, trapping, horseback 

riding, fishing, swimming, boating, camping, picnicking, jogging, walking, hiking, pleasure driving, 

motorcycling, bicycle riding, all-terrain vehicle riding, nature study, water skiing, snowmobiling, other 

summer and winter sports, educational activities, and viewing or enjoying historical, archaeological, scenic, 

or scientific sites while going to and from or actually engaged therein. “Recreational purpose” includes the 

activity of accompanying another person who is engaging in such activities. “Recreational purpose” is not 

limited to active engagement in such activities, but includes entry onto, use of, passage over, and presence 

on any part of the land in connection with or during the course of such activities. 

EXPLANATION

The inclusion of this explanation does not constitute agreement with

the explanation’s substance by the members of the general assembly.

This bill relates to private land available for public use for recreational purposes. The bill defines 

“bicycle” to mean a device, regardless of the number of wheels, having at least one saddle or seat for the use 

of a rider that is propelled by human power or a device with fully operable pedals and an electric motor of 

less than 750 watts (one horsepower), with a maximum speed on a paved level surface, when powered solely by 

such a motor while ridden, of less than 20 miles per hour. The bill amends the definition of “land” to include 

privately owned railroad rights-of-way or crossings and to include land located in a municipality in 

connection with or while being used for a recreational purpose. The bill amends the definition of 

“recreational purpose” to include jogging, walking, and bicycle riding.

Current law provides that a holder of land who makes the land available for a public recreational purpose 

without charge does not owe a duty of care to keep the premises safe for entry or use by others for a 

recreational purpose or urban deer control, or to give any warning of a dangerous condition, use, structure, 

or activity on such premises to persons entering for such purposes.
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403 W. Charles



403 W. Charles
 The steps currently do not get used as they are full of vines and vegetation, 

and have one of the steps mostly destroyed. It is not believed that the steps 

can be eliminated however as it is the only ‘street’ access to the home. The 

west drive is also not currently usable, but removing the wall and regrading 

should allow a wider width and be a benefit to the property. The landowner 

is Mrs. Richardson, realizes that the wall is a safety issue but just does not 

have the funds to remove the wall herself. 

 Community safety must be considered as the wall is not currently a safe 

situation. The top of the wall is leaning out 14”. 

Option 1 – New Modular Block Wall, replacing existing wall, and steps, removal 

of large tree in SW corner, safety fence on wall: estimated construction cost -

$40,000, includes removal of the large tree in the SW corner

Option 2 – Remove PCC wall, grade back the bank at 3:1 slope from top of 

sidewalk (current bank slope is approx. 2:1, so would be flatter), remove 4 trees, 

new steps, seeding: estimated construction cost $25,000
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West side of railroad viaduct facing west on West Charles Street–

Segment 2 trail construction start 5th Ave NW and West Charles Street looking north

1st Street and 5th Ave. NE looking west 1st Street looking north
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6th Avenue NW looking north

7th Avenue and 2nd Street NW looking north

6th Avenue and 2nd Street looking west

7th Ave and 3rd Street NW looking west
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3rd Street and 10th Avenue NW looking west 1200 Block of 3rd Street NW looking south

2nd Street and 12 Ave NW looking west
2nd Street and 13th Avenue NW looking southwest 

into Woodlawn Cemetery
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Segment 3
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Connect to existing trail at Levin Park NE corner of Levin Park

North through Scheel property Head east through City property along 4th St. SW

Segment 3
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Segment 3
South side of Oakdale Cemetery 4th Street & 2nd Ave SW

Railroad Crossing East end of project
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Trail Counters
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July 2021 Totals    

2021 Arlington Place Oelwein 512
2022 Platt Park Oelwein 2845

3,357
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Urban Trail Proposed Extensions

 Segment 1A/1B $363,674

• Connect trail from pool to downtown New estimates

 Segment 2 $327,065 $352,065 Adding wall removal/grading

• Connect downtown to Red Gate Park

 Segment 3 $112,557 $129,057 Rail crossing

• Connect Levin Park to downtown $481,122

 Segment 4 $420,568

• Connect 6th Ave trail crossing to 12 St. SW

 Segment 5A/5B $297,080 / $471,612

• Connect 12 St. SW to City Park

 Segment 6 $4,699

• Connect 6th Ave. SW to Platt Park

 Segment 7 $35,762

• Connect Platt Park with Condos

 Segment 8 $2,631

• Connect trails either end of Hillside Dr.
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Urban Trail Budget

Year Phase
City of 

Oelwein

Grant / 

Others

Charitable 

Foundation

Business and 

Private Friends of 

the Trails

Description Total Project Cost

2021 1
Bond

$250,000
* $250,000 $60,000

Segment 1, 6, & 8

City Hall to Pool

7th St. SW to SE

Hillside East

$371,004

2022 2 * $250,000 $60,000

Segment 2, 3

Viaduct to Red Gate Park

Levin Park to Downtown
$481,122

2023 3
Bond

$250,000
* $250,000 $60,000

Segments 5

City Park to 10th Street SE
$471,612

2024 $250,000 $60,000

2025 4 * $175,000
Segment 4

Levin Park to 10th Street SE
$420,568

Total $447,000 * $1,175,000 $240,000 $1,744,306
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The Crew
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