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Parks 

 Removed trees -  August 2021 windstorm/ash trees 

 Wings Park - 6 

 City Park - 2 

 Platt Park - 2 

 Trails - 4 

 Woodlawn Cemetery - 4 

 

 Planted trees 

 Street Blvd – 60 

 Red Gate Park - 6 

 City Park -2      Total – 68 

        

 Mowed all park/cemetery/empty lots    Total – 22 times 

 New shelter built at Redgate Park 

Campground 

 

 Nights stay at campground     Total –2,230 

Cemetery 

 

 Burials         

 

 Full burials      Total -  31 

 Cremation burials     Total – 14   

        Total -  45 

Aquatics 

 Group Lessons – two sessions    Total -   249 

 Private lessons           16 

 

 Family passes sold        116 

 Single passes sold          16 

 Child passes sold          93 

 Nanny passes sold            2 

          227 

 Daily Entrance/ without pass      5,353 

 Pool parties              11  

 

Trails 

 Segment 1 completed – Addition of .9 miles of PCC trail built in the northwest section of 

the community. 
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Running total of Grants/Donations/In-Kind 
08/15/2016 Trees Forever  Complex    $1,210.00 
01/25/2017 Trees Forever  Platt/Wings   $2,124.00 
05/22/2017 NEIC   Diamond 3    $6,880.30 
08/07/2017 Deb Kellogg  Memorial Bench   $854.00 
10/20/2017 Colleen Stasi  Memorial Bench   $854.00 
01/24/2018 FEMA   City Park Road   $3,962.87 
01/27/2018 Trees Forever  Complex    $4,000.00 
03/01/2018 AmeriCorps  8 person crew   $960.00 
03/01/2018 AmeriCorps  7 person crew   $840.00 
03/14/2018 FCCF   Drinking Fountains   $2,000.00 
03/26/2018 Paint Iowa   Diamond one Concession  $261.72 
04/10/2018 Hancor   4” Tile donated –D3   $400.00 
04/01/2018 Greg Bryan  Bridge – in-kind   $10,000.00 
04/17/2018 John Rethwisch  Cemetery- LaMarr Kappmeyer  $192.35 
05/02/2018 Well mark   Wings Trail Extension   $87,353.00 
05/31/2018 NEIC   Wings Trail Extension   $8,814.00 
06/20/2018 Dave Sondrol  2 Memorial Bench’s   $1,708.00 
08/06/2018 AmeriCorps  21 person crew   $2,520.00 
08/20/2018 Trees Forever  Multiple Parks   $1,019.20 
09/06/2018 AmeriCorps  5 person crew   $1,800.00 
09/14/2018 Roger Polark  Trails    $10,000.00 
09/24/2018 State FEMA  City Park Road   $528.38 
12/06/2018 Gary Gilson  Memorial Bench   $854.00 
12/20/2018 OCSD   Grave Heater   $500.00 
02/02/2019 ITC   Bike Fixit Station   $3,000.00 
04/01/2019 Paint Iowa   Campground Buildings  $261.72 
04/15/2019 Trees Forever  Boulevard Trees   $5,000.00 
06/15/2019 Jim Lindstrom  Memorial Bench   $854.00 
10/07/2019 R.J. McElroy Trust  Pool Shade Structures   $5,000.00 
10/08/2019 Nursery Trees  Tree Spading   $2,275.00 
10/29/2019 Dave Sondrol  Cemetery Signs   $16,000.00 
01/01/2020 Friends of Trails  Donations    $14,885.00 
01/09/2020 ITC   Park Improvements   $2,000.00 
03/16/2020 FCCF   Electrical Upgrades   $10,000.00 
04/14/2020 Trees Forever  Boulevard Trees   $5,000.00 
05/27/2020 Cannons/Anonymous  Red Gate Tree Replacement  $725.00 
09/01/2020 Paint Iowa   Campground Picnic Tables  $600.00 
09/17/2020 R.J. McElroy Trust  Playground Equip.   $8,818.00 
10/14/2020 Dave Sondrol  Cemetery Trees   $320.00 
10/15/2020 Corner Market  Red gate Trees   $200.00 
12/07/2020 Missy Rau   Memorial Bench-Henderson  $932.00 
12/07/2020 Dave Sondrol  Memorial Bench-Schulz  $932.00 
03/29/2020 NEIC   Trails    $250,000.00 
01/12/2021 Community Bank  Bridge Decking   $906.33 
02/16/2021 Dave Sondrol  Trail Donation   $1,000.00 
02/16/2021 BCHC   Trail Donation   $1,000.00 
03/11/2021 Trees Forever  Boulevard Trees   $5,000.00 
04/09/2021 Pizza Ranch  Trail Donation   $4,000.00 
03/29/2021 NEIC   Trails Donation   $250,000.00 
07/14/2021 Mark Levin   Trails Donation   $250.00 
10/15/2021 Cannons Greenhouse  Tree Donation   $600.00 
10/15/2021 Andrea Williams  Tree Donation-Redgate  $300.00 
12/17/2021 Community Bank  Trails Donation   $2,500.00 
12/18/2021 ITC   Donation    $3,000.00 
08/29/2022 NEIC   Trails    $250,000.00 
02/02/2022 Anonymous  Trail Bridge   $38,000.00 
08/29/2023 NEIC   Trails    $250,000.00 
08/29/2024 NEIC   Trails    $175,000.00 
         $1,457,794.80 
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Parks 
 Daily maintenance of downtown streetscape 

 Developing Parks Master Plan 

 Update Park and Recreation Brochure 

 Update CIP Items 

 Update Park / Campground / Aquatics / Cemetery Fee Schedules  

 Update Department Equipment Maintenance Schedule 

 Monthly safety meetings/ checklists 

 Monthly Park and Recreation Board Meetings 

 Develop trails committee and hold monthly meetings 

 Host monthly tree board meetings 

 Biweekly dept. head meetings/individual 

 Conducted employee interviews /evaluations 

 Weekly/Monthly/Yearly reports 

 Monthly playground equipment inspections 

 Weed spraying as needed 

 Pesticide Applicator CEU’s 

 Shop/vehicle/equipment maintenance 

 Playground equipment replacement 

 Order lime chalk, marking paint for rec leagues. 

 Tree trimming / mulch fall leaves 

 Attended Upper Explorer land meetings 

 Replace / repair vandalism on as needed basis 

 Continued trail maintenance – brush/tree trimming and dead tree removal 

 Paint Diamond 1 siding replacement 

 Cleared trails of snow in winter 

 Purchased equipment and aerated all rec fields in fall 

 Completed electrical panel upgrades at City Park 

 New shelter installation at Redgate Park 

 Segment 1 completed in the NW 

 Replaced playground equipment at Redgate, funded by grants 

 Lowered Lake Oelwein per Council 

 Host United Way Day of Caring 

 Diamond maintenance for recreation department 

 Ash tree removal 

 Electrofishing with the Iowa DNR 

 City Park disc golf course installation 
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Cemetery 

 School working on arching sign to go on north entrance 

 Cleaned up August wind storm damage 

 Cleaned up all work shops 

 Cleaning up fence lines 

 Updated paperwork 

 Memorial Day flag raising 

 Poured foundations in Spring and Fall 

 Updating equipment – Locators, plate compactor 

 New block signs installed 

 

Aquatics 

 25th season for facility 

 Certified Pool Operator CEU’s 

 Daily checks 

 Annual boiler inspection 

 Stenciling/logo on front entrance 

 Wireless microphone 

 Becsys5 Controller/WIFI compatible 

 New acrylic lid for slide strainer basket 

 New diaphragms for toilets 

 Hotsy steamed bathroom floors 

 New rescue tubes 

 New trail section/retaining wall 

 Stainless steel gutters 

 Pump room LED lighting 

 Cat5 cord run to pump room 

 New surveillance system 

 New pump/motor slide 

 Slide top canopy – grant money 

 Guard umbrellas – grant money 

 Basketball hoop – big hit with the patrons! 

 New mulch to front landscape 

 Enduro pool cleaner purchased 

 New tables for concessions 

 Installed a barrier for surge pit 
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Campground 

 Stirred up pads with Harley rake 

 Painted all picnic tables 

 Updated several electrical outlets  

 Replaced gaskets and parts of yard hydrants 

Tree Board 

 Met on an monthly basis 

 Received $5000 grant from Trees Forever to purchase trees 

 Planted 60 trees in the street boulevards 

 Received Tree City Award – 2020 

 Received Growth Award – 2020 

 Named Outstanding Community Organization by the Iowa Urban Tree Council 

 Annual trimming of downtown streetscape trees 

Trails Committee 

 Received Governors Volunteer Award 

 Met on a monthly basis 

 Further development of trails master plan 

 Applied to several large grants 

 Attended all upper explorer meetings 

 Developing trails presentation for council 

 Completion of Segment 1 in the NW part of town 

 Friends of the Trails raising additional funding 

 Installed new trail mileage signs along east trail  

 Installed trail counters to gather information for grant writing 

 Install drinking fountain along trail by pool 
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    Lake lowering               Repairs 

 
 Burials     Sidewalk clearing           Ice Rink 

 
  Cemetery truck   Decals  Maintenance Brackets 

  
 Burial              Skate Rink    Trail Work 
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    Truck sides   Sharpened chains        Lift inspection 

 
 Organize Shop      Cemetery truck side put on   Maintenance 

 
  Paperwork     Trail grants 

  
     Snow removal      Projects prepped      Burial 
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 Picnic table work  Trails zoom meeting  Aquatics CEU zoom meeting 

 
Aquatics tables delivered      Downtown hanging baskets   Trails 

 
 Campground doors        Delinquent sidewalks  Picnic table painting         Trail clearing  

 
             Burials   Skidloader trade       Trail donation     CIP item 

  
 Painted doors    Burial    Aquatics tables 
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    Grant work                 FAD   

   
  Aquatic tables      Trail brush 

 
 Memorial benches          Umbrellas                        BB anchors                   

 
             Trail bids         Snow removal 

 
Slide       Mulching 
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  Mulching   Cameras   AED pads 

 
 Roads maintained   Patching   Red Gate progress 

 
 Playground install  Headstone replaced  Tables distributed 

 
 Dirt work Bathroom fixed   Paperwork/videos  Grill installed 

 
Complex grading 
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 $4,000 trails donation    City Park drinking fountain Tree Cleanup 

 
    Playground equipment install         Alliant Energy moving poles for trail 

  
  Mulching           Fountain prep 

     
Stump grinding  New door kicked but no entry    Campground pads        Snowblower 

 
 Foundations    Upper Iowa, Day of Caring – Delta Gamma Phi 
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   Floor pouring      Mediacom 

 
            Trail progress     Tree Board 

 
  Concrete prep     Church volunteers 

 
 Pool prep   Church volunteers  Redgate floor poured 

 
New yard hydrant Safety barrels      Pads turned over   Mulch 

   
 Tree Board     Memorial Bench 
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          Trails progress 

 Alliant Energy    Concrete work 

 
 Trusses for red gate Plaque installed   Police Dept 

Community Development           Library         City Hall 

 
 Lumber Ridge   Transco        Platt Park 

Platt Park 

 
Redgate Park 
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 Kens electric  power spraying  Trail work 

 
Pool cleaner 

Redgate shelter progress    downtown hanging baskets 

Trails grant submitted   Trail progress  Flag raising 

 
  Flag raising   Basketball hoops  Slide canopy 

 

  
Woodlawn 

 
Shleter progress 
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Aquatics training      Permabrellas                  Trail work            diamonds      

 
 Trail Progress   Shelter Progress 

 
  Entrance    New features displayed 

 
Mulching at Vets Park Tree trimming Pool usage   OCSD 

 
 Oelwein celebration   Tree board  stump grinding  

 
    Chemical order      trees straightened   Trail counters         trail work 
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      Truck repairs  diamond work   Swim lessons 

 
 Sweeping lots   tree watering    Redgate shelter        Pool lighting  

   
new acrylic lid          Burial prep        new mic             Levin park 

 
 Levin park   Chemical delivery  Ash tree removal 

 
  Trail development         Maintenance           volleyball set 

                
Ash tree removal        cemetery  pool acid pump               barrier install 

 
Group swim lessons 
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Governors Volunteer Award 

 

 
                  Trail work pollinator planting Trimming      Trail sweeping 

 
 harley rake     Swim-off prep 

 
   Swim lessons   Cleaner rep  thank you cards 

 
 Redgate      trails 
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Trails 

 

 Grant proposal  trails presentation  Maintenance 

  
 Swim lessons    trails       stump grinding 

 

 

New blinds in concessions   Maintenance  Redgate shelter 

 
Trails presentations 
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 pool delivery Down branch trail progress Promotion 

 
Redgate 

 
  Redgate   welcome signs  redgate 

 
trails 
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 Filter project   Dog dip   Italian days 

 
    

   Eaa      Dog dip 

 
 

 

 

 

2021 pool staff 
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Storm event 

 
   Wings      Woodlawn 

 
  Oak uprooted     reidy park 

 
  Woodlawn      Log Cabin 

 
  Trails work      Woodlawn 
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 Burial prep     Electrofishing 

 
        Trail work 

 
Storm damage cleanup 

 
Welcome Signs 

 
    Trail work     Storm cleanup 
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Aquatics winterization     Electrical Upgrades Extinguishers checked 

 
   Foundations     disc golf 

 
 Drinking fountain trails         Complex        Sweeping 

 
  New signage   trails Grant proposal 

 
Trail work 

Disc golf 
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Storm cleanup 

 
Bathroom partitions 

 
   Dirt work      patching 

 
Tree Board members – Jeff Milk, Ron Lenth, Bill Brownell, Rob McKeeman and Kyle Scheel 

Trees Forever Tree planting 
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Tree planting 

 

 
 

 
Andrea Williams, brad bunce & Connie Hamilton 
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 Downtown pruning  Electrical panels        Upper explorerland 

 
   Winterization         Job posting   online program 

      
 Regional meeting          Ceu classes 

 
City park work 

 
  Burial prep      disc golf 
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Disc golf 

 
Buresh Wellness center visit 

 
  Signs placed      mower 

 
  Disc golf course     ice rink 

 
  Swing      lot cleaned 
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Disc golf pads 

  
Aquatics shelter 

 
`   Maintenance     viaduct        snow prep 

 
Downtown tree trimming 
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  New Block signs     Snow removal 

  
Disc golf pads    Aquatics shelter 

 
` Flag removal    minor storm damage 

  
  Maintenance    memorial bench 
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 2021 trail totals 

Site    July Aug Sept. Oct Nov. Dec. ADT 

Arlington Place Oelwein  512 388 294 115 242 134 9.11 
Platt Park Oelwein  2845 2523 2458 1676 950 704 60.45 

 

Total Trail Users 12,841 
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OPRD Mission Statement: 
“It is the mission of the Oelwein Parks and Recreation Department to create recreational opportunities 

and provide consistent, reliable public service; creating diverse programs and services to promote 
community involvement; and being a leader in recreation and leisure services while preserving our 

facilities for future generations.” 

 
 
 
 

Joshua A. Johnson MA 

Oelwein Park Superintendent 

 
 

 


