
To:   Honorable Mayor and City Council Members 

From:   Jay and Carla Linderholm - 1202 Highview Dr. NE   

Date:   April 1, 2026   

Request: Consider a request to remove “dangerous dog” determination  
 

LAWRENCE’S STORY  

We met Lawernce through a neighbor fostering him for the Minnesota Boxer Rescue. Lawrence was 
just under one year old and had been surrendered by his first family due to a child’s allergy.  At the 
time, we had one boxer, Layla.  The two dogs adored each other, and we fell in love with Lawrence.  
We adopted him in early August of 2024.   

The first year with Lawrence was uneventful.  Lawrence integrated into our lives well, enjoyed visiting 
the cabin, and became bonded with Layla.  We saw some instances of Lawrence being wary of, or 
disliking other dogs, but nothing that caused much concern.  Lawrence’s exuberance is something 
we tried to work on, given his size and strength.  He would enthusiastically love on every person he 
met.  We had not experienced any aggression, wariness or dislike toward any human.  

Lawrence has been current on all vaccinations and routine veterinary care since his adoption.  

OVERVIEW OF INCIDENTS  

Incident 1 – August 13, 2025  



The first incident Lawrence was part of occurred last summer.  During this time, there was an ongoing 
dispute with our neighbor, directly across the street.  We had previously had a good relationship with 
this neighbor for many years, but things were actively starting to deteriorate due to a dispute over a 
shared shed. The dispute has since been resolved, but we would like to note that tensions were very 
high on both sides, during the time when Incident 1 occurred.  

On the date of this incident, Lawrence got away from Jay as he was hooking him to his tie out.  
Lawrence ran toward the bank of mailboxes we share with our neighbors, and our neighbor was 
standing nearby, in his driveway, at the time.  Jay witnessed Lawrence run toward and jumped up at 
our neighbor.  Jay did not see Lawrence bite him.  Jay quickly called Lawrence home and secured 
him.  

Incident 2 – March 4, 2026  

Carla was outside cleaning up the yard, with Lawrence and Layla outside on their tie-outs.  Carla 
went inside the house to get a garbage bag, and was gone for approximately two minutes.  When she 
came back outside, she saw that Lawrence was gone and was in a neighbor’s yard, and she called 
him back.  Shortly thereafter, a person who had been walking her dog nearby arrived and stated that 
Lawrence had run at her and had attacked her dog.  The person stated that Lawrence did not attack 
her, and that she did not find any blood or injuries on her dog.  Following this incident, Lawrence was 
taken for boarding by Critter Getters to complete a 10-day quarantine.  

This incident has brought us to the realization that our home is not a good fit for Lawrence.  While we 
love him very much, he needs more training and structure than we can provide.  He would also be 
best suited to a home with a privacy fence, which we do not have.  We have decided to surrender 
Lawrence back to the Minnesota Boxer Rescue.  They are currently working to find a suitable foster 
home where Lawrence’s needs can be met.  Following pickup from Critter Getters at the end of 
Lawrence’s quarantine, he was taken to Unleashed Dog Boarding.  Darren and Hayley Alick are highly 
qualified dog trainers and behaviorists, and have been evaluating and working with Lawrence to 
determine what is best for him, going forward.   

REQUEST  

We are respectfully requesting that the City Council consider removing the “dangerous dog” 
designation that has been placed on Lawrence.  We truly believe that future incidents involving 
Lawrence could be mitigated by additional training and an environment that meets his needs.  We 
believe a home with an experienced owner, dedicated to his training, and a secure privacy fence 
would virtually eliminate his issues.  The Behavioral Evaluation Report by Hayley and Darren Alick 
(attached) supports our belief that Lawrence is not a dangerous dog, and with the right owner, he 
could thrive.  

CONSIDERATIONS  

1. .  His dog-reactivity is 

otherwise not near Layla. Because we have decided to surrender Lawrence, his protection of 
Layla will no longer be a factor.  



2. The police report related to Incident 1 states the following: “Initially, neighbor believed the 
dog was only able to bite his pants. After a while he looked at his leg and found that it was 
bleeding from a small puncture hole” and “Neighbor did tell me before I left he was 
comfortable around the dogs and did not think the dog approached him in an aggressive 
manner. Dennis believed the dog was being playful.”  

We feel that these statements support that Incident 1 
Lawrence is a young, strong dog.  We know that sometimes dogs can cause unintended, 
minor injuries to people through play.  We believe that is the case, in this instance.  

3. During Incident 2, Lawrence acted in a perceived aggressive manner toward another dog.  We 
do want to note that the police report indicates that there was no injury to the other dog, 
which is encouraging.  We have no doubt that if Lawrence’s intent was to truly do harm to the 
other dog, injury would have occurred.  

4. Incident 2 caused us to realize that our home is not appropriate for Lawrence.  We feel 
strongly that his reactivity could be managed and he could thrive in another home that is 
better suited to his needs.  

5. We respectfully ask the City Council to allow him to have a fresh start, without the anchor of 
a “dangerous dog” label.  

 

ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment A: Behavioral Evaluation and Training Recap by Hayley & Darren Alick – Unleashed 
Attachment B:  Police Report from August 13, 2025 - “Incident 1” 
Attachment C: Police Report from March 3, 2026 - “Incident 2” 



3/30/2026
Behavior Evaluation & Training Recap – Lawrence

Lawrence was presented for evaluation following two reported incidents that raised concern regarding 
potentially dangerous behavior.

No evidence of sustained or escalating aggression when properly handled

Recommendations Moving Forward

Avoidance of uncontrolled or unstructured interactions



3/30/2026

Professional Background & Experience

- -directed aggression. We have built a strong and well-

histories.

control.

Feel free to contact us with any questions. 612-361-9069

_____________________________________________________ 
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