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MEMORANDUM 

TO:  PLANNING COMMISSION  

FROM: KEN ONDICH – PLANNING / COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR 

SUBJECT: COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE – REVIEW FUTURE LAND USE MAP AND 

MOBILITY MAP    

DATE: JANUARY 12, 2024 

 

Information regarding the December 7th, 2023 Public Open House for the Comprehensive Plan has now 

been posted on the project website at www.newpragueplan.com  I wanted to take some time at the 

meeting to gather any input the Planning Commission might have as we move into the final stages of the 

plan update with hopes of having the plan completed by the end of March.  

 

Attached are the draft future land use map, mobility map and associated information boards that were 

available for review at the open house.  Please review the attached information before the meeting so we 

can discuss any comments or questions you might have.  

Staff Recommendation 

Staff recommends that Planning Commissioners review all the attached information before the meeting 

and offer any changes or ask questions during the meeting.     

 

 
Attachments 

1. Draft Future Land Use Map – Undated 

2. Draft Mobility Map - Undated 

3. Information Boards - Undated 

 

 

 

118 Central Avenue North, New Prague, MN  56071 

           phone: 952-758-4401   fax: 952-758-1149 

http://www.newpragueplan.com/
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT & AMENITIES

COMMUNITY ELEMENTS
New Prague Comprehensive Plan Update

Goal 1: Establish the City’s role as a primary driver of all types of 
development throughout the community.

Strategies:
• Utilize the Future Land Use map to plan for new development of the area. 
• Explore development incentives that prioritize in� ll development/

redevelopment and utilize existing public infrastructure.
• Maintain and preserve the unique character of downtown New Prague due to 

its historical and cultural signi� cance.
• Support public-private partnerships and work proactively with private business 

and landowners to facilitate investment in the community.

Goal 2: Maintain reliable and quality public services, utilities, and facilities 
to encourage growth and reinvestment.

Strategies:
• Consider adopting City ordinances and regulations to preserve and protect 

natural resources during and after development.
• Encourage connectivity among new and existing developments through 

pedestrian/bicycle facilities and trails.
• Use engagement feedback (Appendix B) to inform capital improvement 

planning, budgeting, and new project selection.
• Use annual capital improvement planning and budget processes to secure 

funding for regular facility/infrastructure maintenance, replacement, and 
expansion.

• Regularly engage with residents and businesses to ensure that services and 
facilities meet the needs of the community.

TRANSPORTATION

PARKS & RECREATION

AGRICULTURE & NATURAL RESOURCES

Goal 1: Create a multimodal transportation network that aligns with 
anticipated land use/development plans, protects natural resources, and 
balances motorized and non-motorized needs.

Strategies:
• Utilize Complete Street principles when evaluating highway and road 

improvement projects.
• Consider requiring and/or incentivizing developers to include non-vehicular 

transportation facilities in their subdivisions and development plans – 
particularly trail opportunities.

• Reduce the amount and density of cul-de-sacs in development to improve 
connectivity among vehicular and non-vehicular transportation facilities.

• Consider incentivizing sidewalk construction and maintenance to ensure a well-
connected pedestrian network throughout the community.

• Ensure that City plans for vehicular and non-vehicular transportation align with 
each other for capital improvement planning and budgeting.

Goal 2:  Develop a comprehensive and accessible system of pedestrian 
spaces that support users of all ages and abilities.

Strategies:
• Identify gaps in ADA-compliant access by engaging the community and 

analyzing current conditions.
• Identify funding opportunities and partnerships to � x instances of ADA non-

compliance throughout the community.
• Utilize Safe Routes to School programs to enhance physical pedestrian 

crossings and educate students on safe traveling strategies.

Goal 1: Develop and support a comprehensive system of safe, aesthetically 
pleasing, and useful open spaces and trails that serve the entire 
community.

Strategies:
• Identify potential park locations in areas that have been identi� ed as de� cient 

in the park system as future development occurs.
• Continually plan for trail linkages to important community facilities, 

recreational assets, and neighborhoods.
• Through the development review process, encourage new development 

that preserves natural features, contributes new parkland, and extends the 
Greenway trail system (if applicable).

• Complete an active mobility study to identify funding and implementation 
strategies for o� -street trail network expansion. 

Goal 2: Continue partnerships with Le Sueur and Scott Counties, the State 
of Minnesota, adjacent communities, New Prague Area Schools, regional 
agencies, and civic organizations to provide comprehensive recreation 
facilities and programs.

Strategies:
• Collaborate with the school district to share facilities for recreation and sports 

programs serving all populations within the community.
• Collaborate with local and regional entities to develop an o� -road trail 

connection between the City of New Prague and Cedar Lake Farm Regional 
Park.

• Create directional and/or informative signage about the community’s 
recreational assets for visitors, employers, and potential residents.

• Gather community input and collaborate with local sports organizations to 
identify recreational amenities that should be expanded or enhanced.

Goal 1: Protect and enhance the natural settings unique to the character
of New Prague.

Strategies:
• Continue to require areas of green space in new developments to provide for 

preservation and aesthetics.
• Consider requiring conservation and/or comparable restoration of natural 

features during the development process – including preservation or 
replacement of trees and natural waterways.

• Prioritize in� ll development within the City over development on adjacent 
agricultural lands to maintain the rural charm surrounding the community.

• Raise residents’ awareness of Minnesota’s Right to Farm law to mediate 
potential con� icts between residential and agricultural uses.

Goal 2: Manage, enhance, and preserve unique land and water resources by 
avoiding development on high value wetlands and � oodplains.

Strategies:
• Consider designating a new zoning district for conservation or incorporating 

wetlands into New Prague’s park system.
• Support healthy watersheds by minimizing polluted runo� , utilizing natural 

wastewater management techniques, and engage in biodiversity conservation 
e� orts.

• Preserve the natural character of the watershed through green space 
acquisition, � oodplain regulations, and drainage corridor and bu� er protection.

• Support and encourage sustainable agricultural practices to protect watershed 
and water resource health.

Complete Streets are roads and adjacent areas designed with a balanced  approach that better supports all 
modes of transportation. This is accomplished by adding more room for pedestrian and bicycle traffic while 
optimizing over-designed automobile infrastructure. With a Complete Street profile, visitors and residents of 
different ages and abilities can more safely access community events, shopping areas, and public amenities 
with the transportation mode that fits their lifestyle. If implemented properly, this redeveloped corridor can serve 
the dual purpose of creating a vibrant place (placemaking) and providing a more functional transportation 
network. 



HOUSING

Goal 1: Attract and retain residents including young professionals, families, 
and retirees by supporting Life Cycle Housing throughout the community.

Strategies:
• The City of New Prague should consider facilitating residential development of 

large and/or
prohibitively expensive lots through buying and subdividing processes.

• Explore a variety of housing opportunities (not just single-family homes) to provide 
more a� ordable housing for a range of households of di� ering needs and incomes.

• Consider allowing the conversion of larger, centrally-located homes into two- or 
three-unit dwellings, as well as the installation of accessory dwelling units (ADUs) 
on smaller lots adjacent to downtown.

• Utilize development and land use plans to guide development and placement of 
a variety of housing units – include single-family detached homes, townhomes, 
duplexes, multifamily apartment buildings, and mixed-use buildings, and other 
forms of housing sought out by homebuyers and renters.

• Encourage and promote the development of independent adult/senior housing 
within the community as needed.

• Regularly review zoning ordinances, subdivision codes, and City processes to 
ensure they are not a primary barrier to development.

Goal 2: Complement New Prague’s housing policies with economic 
development goals, growing businesses and population in tandem.

Strategies:
• Locate new housing in areas with adequate access to jobs, transportation, and 

other daily-need amenities.
• Reduce barriers and provide targeted development incentives to attract developers 

for new housing or mixed-use projects.
• Encourage high-density development in areas in and near downtown, and near 

other commercial areas to provide a diverse and balanced housing type in the City.
• Advocate for funding opportunities that are otherwise not accessible to fringe 

communities like New Prague (not currently eligible for most Metropolitan Council 
and rural funding).

ECONOMY & EMPLOYMENT

RESILIENCE

Goal 1: Support strategic economic growth within the MN 19, MN 21, and TH 13 
corridors and downtown area, to provide additional retailers, businesses, and 
services for the community.

Strategies:
• Ensure that there is an appropriate mix of retail, restaurant, and service businesses 

to attract residents and regional customers to New Prague.
• Continue to engage with the community to understand what types of businesses 

residents want and need.
• Use capital improvement planning, development requirements, and development 

agreements to ensure that infrastructure is adequate immediately and in the 
future.

• Consider creating a corridor plan or concept with future development options for 
MN 19, MN 21, and/or TH 13.

• Utilize this Comprehensive Plan document to promote continued commercial 
development along the corridor that is in character with the recommendations.

Goal 2: Develop strategies to promote sustainable and holistic economic 
development.

Strategies:
• Identify and address the complex network of needs that could deter employees 

from settling in New Prague, such as a lack of housing diversity, childcare, long-
term job opportunities, entertainment, etc.

• Support the needs of the growing population by actively assisting new business 
opportunities via programs, space, and infrastructure.

• Maintain an adequate supply of land for commercial and industrial development, 
either through annexation or redevelopment.

• Collaborate with MNDOT; Le Sueur, Scott, and Rice Counties; and local 
organizations and developers to execute development priorities as outlined in City 
plans.

Goal 1: Encourage sustainable practices throughout the community, including 
development and infrastructure practices.

Strategies:
• Encourage energy e�  ciency in buildings, lighting, and infrastructure.
• Support development practices that allow for the capture and use of clean energy.
• Utilize native and/or disease-resistant plants to maintain aesthetic and natural 

qualities of the community.
• Prioritize and protect vital natural resources from overconsumption and 

destruction.
• Support the addition of charging stations for electric vehicles at public entities as 

well as with new commercial development.

Goal 2: Encourage residents to build relationships within and across 
neighborhoods.

Strategies:
• Collaborate with local leaders to improve residents’ connections to City 

departments, local nonpro� t organizations, and each other.
• Encourage interaction among residents through community-wide events and 

small-scale gatherings such as neighborhood block parties.
• Explore ways of supporting and promoting community gardens, farmers markets 

and other similar community-based food projects.

Lifecycle Housing is an approach to housing that aims to identify and accommodate the unique needs of 
every life stage, from college students/young adults to established families with children to empty-nesters/
retirees. This approach advocates for the inclusion of numerous housing types, sizes, and price points in every 
neighborhood.

INTERGOVERNMENTAL COOPERATION
Goal 1: Maintain mutually bene� cial relationships and partnerships with 
neighboring counties and municipalities, as well as state and federal agencies.

Strategies:
• Coordinate with Le Sueur and Scott Counties, the State of Minnesota, and 

surrounding communities to review proposed changes to land use, transportation 
system, and utilities that will have an impact on New Prague.

• Involve Rice County in any conversations concerning annexation of lands east of 
New Prague.

• Support New Prague Area Schools in their growth, community engagement 
activities, and site improvement initiatives.

• Partner with the school district on land use, utility, and transportation 
improvement planning.

Goal 2: Enhance the e�  ciency and quality of public services by collaborating 
with other governmental entities in the region.

Strategies:
• Coordinate with adjoining jurisdictions during outdoor recreation planning to seek 

complementary recreation investments where service areas overlap. Work to avoid 
duplication of unique amenities.

• Enforce, abide by, and maintain existing intergovernmental cooperative agreement 
with neighboring jurisdictions to provide predictability for property owners, avoid 
municipal boundary disputes, and plan for e�  cient provision of public services.

COMMUNITY ELEMENTS
New Prague Comprehensive Plan Update



Single Family Residential
This land use designation encompasses most residential lots in New Prague, as most are intended for single-dwelling 
or two-dwelling housing units. As the City continues to grow, lots closer to downtown could be considered for 
conversion into multi-unit dwellings to increase density in core residential areas; accessory dwelling units (ADUs) could 
also be used in larger lots. The primary zoning districts for Single-Family Residential are RL-90,  RL-84, and RL-70.

Business Flex
This category o� ers space for a variety of commercial, o�  ce, and light production uses, as well as complementary 
o�  ce and retail uses that support the adopted goals of the City. This encompasses commercial areas adjacent to 
major roadways on the outskirts of the City and serves as a transition from industrial uses to less intense residential or 
commercial uses. The primary zoning district for Business Flex is B-2 and B-3.

High Density Residential
This land use designation is intended for multi-dwelling housing units with a maximum density of 32 units per acres. 
The primary zoning district for High Density Residential is RH.

Parks and Green Space
This land use category includes active or passive parks such as playing � elds, playgrounds, golf courses, and other 
appropriate recreational uses as well as undeveloped lands, trails, water areas, and environmentally sensitive areas.

Medium Density Residential
This land use designation is intended for multi-dwelling housing units with a maximum density of 12 units per acre. 
The primary zoning district for Medium Density Residential is RM.

Industrial
This land use designation is intended for o�  ce, o�  ce-industrial, transportation, warehousing, storage, and other uses 
exhibiting industrial characteristics. The primary zoning district for Industrial is I-1.

Downtown Flex
This category includes public, commercial, and residential properties that are currently in the downtown area, along 
Main St E between MN 21 and Memorial Park. This land use category was created to preserve the area’s existing 
infrastructure and allow for its variety of uses to continue to work cohesively together. The primary zoning district for 
Downtown Flex is B-1.

Public Uses
This land use designation includes public or semi-public facilities including but not limited to: governmental o�  ces, 
police and � re facilities, clinics, educational institutions, and places of worship.

Future Land Use Categories

The Zoning Compatability 

Matrix illustrates which land use 

categories (shown in the far left 

column) would align with each 

zoning district in New Prague’s 

Code of Ordinances. This could 

include similarities in permitted 

uses, intended density, and 

suggested design standards.  
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Single Family Residential C C C C C

Medium Density Residential PC PC PC C C PC

High Density Residential PC PC PC PC C PC

Downtown Mixed Use C PC

Business Flex PC C C C

Industrial PC PC C

Parks and Green Space C C C C C PC PC PC C

Public Uses C C C C C C C C

Land Use Categories
C – Compatible

PC – Partially Compatible

Zoning Districts

Zoning Compatibility Matrix


