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Present: Fred Fontana - Vice Chair, Lisa Brown, Teri Ward, Keith Wilkerson 
Absent: Alternate, Jan Bellamy-Genee, Charles "Rusty" Walker – Alternate 

The Planning Board regular meeting on Thursday, February 12, 2026, and discussed the 
following: 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
Chair Fontana called the meeting to order at 6:05 p.m. 

II. ADOPTION OF AGENDA
Staff requested that the agenda be amended to include the oath of office for Mr. Sam Ferreri and New 
Business: A Petition to Close a Portion of Ocean Drive. Ms. Brown made a motion to adopt the agenda. Mrs. 
Ward seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously, 4-0. 

III. OATH OF OFFICE
Clerk Donna Sayre administered the Oath of Office to Mr. Sam Ferreri.

IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Ms. Ward made a motion to approve the minutes for December 11, 2025, regular meeting. Ms. Brown 
seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously, 5-0. 

V. PUBLIC COMMENT 
None. 

VI. OLD BUSINSESS

A. REVIEW OF SOUTHEASTERN NORTH CAROLINA REGIONAL HAZARD MITIGATION PLAN AND PROPOSED 
ADOPTION RESOLUTION
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Planning Director Hill stated that on December 11, 2025, the Planning Board reviewed a draft of the North 
Topsail Beach Mitigation Action Plans. The Planning Board’s recommendation and the Mitigation Action 
Strategies were presented to and adopted by the Board of Aldermen on February 11, 2026. These strategies will 
replace those in the Southeastern North Carolina Regional Hazard Mitigation Plan. 
Mrs. Ward made a motion that the Planning Board recommends that the Board of Aldermen adopt by 
resolution the Southeastern North Carolina Regional Hazard Mitigation Plan, as attached.   
 Mrs. Ward seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously, 5-0. 

VII. NEW BUSINESS
A. PETITION TO CLOSE A PORTION OF OCEAN DRIVE 

At their regular meeting on February 25, 2026, the Board of Aldermen remanded to the Planning Board the 
petition by John Welsh, owner of 2870 Island Drive and Parcel ID #032133 to close a portion of Ocean Drive 
beginning at the western property line of 2870 Island Drive and ending at the eastern property line of 2874 
Island Drive. Mr. Welsh first made an inquiry on or about June 14, 2016, in which I had informed him to send a 
request to the Board of Aldermen in care of the Town Clerk. The Town may wish to initiate the procedures; 
however, since the 2016 initial request until present, the Board has not initiated the abandonment. 

Ocean Drive right of way was platted, recorded as MB 8 P 48, dedicated as public and is included on the Powel 
Bill. Both owners access their property off Island Drive and have pedestrian access through the right of way to 
the nearest public beach access. 

Upon the closing of a street in accordance with NCGS § 160A-299, subject to certain provisions, all right, title, 
and interest in the right-of-way shall be conclusively presumed to be vested in the owners of adjacent parcels. 
In this case, all the abandoned portion between Mr. Walsh’s two lots, would belong to Mr. Walsh and Dead 
President Properties And Investments LLC. The abandonment serves no benefit to the Town, nor the public, 
but solely Mr. Walsh. 

Staff's recommendation is that the planning board recommends to the board of alderman that the petition be 
denied as the closure represents no benefit to the town nor to the public. Included as attachment one is the 
letter of petition to close a portion of Ocean Drive submitted by attorney Coral Lee Faith with the GIS screenshot 
as an attachment. 

Mrs. Ward questioned that they first made an acquire back in 2016, but haven't done anything about that 
between then and now? Planning Director Hill responded that they made a request, but the Board took no 
action on their request. Mrs. Ward asked if they came back after that. Planning Director Hill responded that they 
are returning now. Their attorney has filed the petition with the Board of Alderman to abandon that portion of 
the right-of-way which was presented to the Board of Alderman yesterday. The action taken by the Board of 
Aldermen was to remand it to the planning board as they respect your opinion and your input. The Planning 
Board members continued their discussion of the petition.  

Ms. Brown made a motion that the Planning Board recommend to the Board of Aldermen that the petition 
be denied. Mrs. Ward seconded the motion. Planning Director Hill asked if she could recommend or request 
that Ms. Brown provide a justification for her motion. Ms. Brown responded that she would amend her 
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motion. Ms. Brown made a motion that the Planning Board recommend to the Board of Aldermen that the 
petition be denied as the closure represents no benefit to the town nor the public. Mrs. Ward seconded the 
motion. The motion passed unanimously, 5-0.  

VIII. PUBLIC COMMENT
None. 

VI. DISCUSSION
Planning Director Hill stated that she was glad to be flanked by two new staff members that are doing stellar, 
Donna St as our permit specialist and clerk to the Planning Board and Board of Adjustment; and Planner Brady 
Golden.  

VII. ADJOURNMENT
Mrs. Ward made a motion to adjourn. Mr. Wilkerson seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously, 
5-0. The Planning Board Meeting adjourned at 6:35 p.m.  


