
 

    TO:  MOBILITY COMMITTEE 

    FROM:  REBECCA RUNKEL, PROJECT ENGINEER 

    SUBJECT:   NOVI ROAD, 8 MILE RD TO 9 MILE RD SIDEWALK 

    DATE:         NOVEMBER 14, 2024 

     
 

 

 
 
The topic of a sidewalk or pathway connection between Northville and Novi came up 
at the last Mobility Committee meeting on October 17, 2024. A Northville resident, Nancy 
Darga, had presented a potential Riverwalk connection to the Walkable Novi 
Committee on June 10, 2022 (2022 memo attached) connecting Northville’s Mill Pond 
Trail to Novi’s Rotary Park.  Since then, other options have been explored. The topic will 
be on the next Mobility Committee agenda for discussion, with Nancy Darga in 
attendance to give an update. Related to the Northville – Novi connection is whether 
filling in the sidewalk gap on the west side of Novi Road between Galway Dr and Timber 
Ridge Estates is feasible. 
 
The Road Commission of Oakland County (RCOC) is completing the design of a Novi 
Road Rehabilitation project between 8 Mile Rd and 9 Mile Rd. The project includes 
asphalt pavement rehabilitation with widening for a center left turn lane, reconstruction 
of the curve between 8 Mile Rd and Allen Rd, storm sewer reconstruction, and the 
addition of a high intensity activated crosswalk (HAWK) pedestrian crossing signal north 
of Galway Dr. The road work requires the RCOC to obtain 8 highway easements and 5 
temporary easements from 13 property owners along the corridor. The project is receiving 
federal funding through the Oakland County Federal Aid Committee (FAC) and is 
approved and let through the Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT).  The 
remaining costs not covered by federal funding will be split between the RCOC, Novi, 
and the City of Northville via a tri-party agreement.  
 
Aside from the HAWK crossing north of Galway Dr, the road project does not include 
construction of new sidewalk.  The RCOC held a public meeting on October 23, 2024, 
where several requests were made to add a sidewalk connection from the City of 
Northville to the Guernsey Farms Dairy. The RCOC is in discussions with Northville about 
the addition of sidewalk between Galway Dr and Allen Dr. Galway Dr and Allen Dr both 
have sidewalk, so connecting the streets would provide pedestrians with a route 
between Novi and Northville, with the HAWK crossing providing access to Guernsey and 
the east side of Novi Rd. The total length of new sidewalk would be approximately 0.1 
miles, all located within public right-of-way. If the connection gets added, that will leave 
an approximately 0.25-mile gap on the west side of Novi Rd between Galway Dr and 
Scenic Ln. A continuous 5-foot sidewalk exists on the east side of Novi Rd between 9 Mile 
Rd and 21300 Novi Rd (Guernsey Farms Dairy). A combination of 8-foot pathway and 5-
foot sidewalk exists on the west side of Novi Rd from 9 Mile Rd to the south edge of Timber 
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Ridge Estates subdivision (approximately 0.2 miles). Limited right-of-way exists between 
Galway Dr and Scenic Ln. The RCOC determined that two permanent easements and 
five temporary construction easements would need to be obtained to fill in the gap. 
 
City staff inquired with the RCOC about the feasibility of adding the sidewalk gap 
between Galway Dr and Scenic Ln to the road project. Because the project is federally 
funded, the RCOC must follow MDOT’s requirements and timeline. To stay on schedule, 
RCOC is planning a May 2025 MDOT bid letting so that utility relocations and curve 
reconstruction between 8 Mile Rd and Allen Rd can take place in 2025. The remaining 
road widening, rehabilitation and storm sewer reconstruction would occur in 
spring/summer 2026. At this point in design, it would not be possible to add the sidewalk 
gap to the RCOC project, primarily due to the unpredictable length of time it would take 
to obtain the additional easements following MDOT’s real estate requirements. The 
easements would need to be executed and approved by MDOT prior to final project 
submission (documents would need to be submitted to MDOT by the end of March/early 
April for a May bid letting).  
 
RCOC provided City staff with a preliminary sketch of the sidewalk layout along with a 
rough estimate, attached. Should the City decide to pursue the easements and 
construct the sidewalk gap separately from the road project, the total cost estimate is as 
follows: 
 

Design         $18,000 
Easements         $30,000 
Tree/Landscaping Replacement   $20,000 
Construction Administration     $24,000 
Construction          $140,000 
TOTAL          $232,000* 

*Cost based on RCOC unit prices for the road project and likely would be higher as a standalone 
project/or packaged bid with other City programs. 
 
RCOC estimates that 92 trees would need to be removed for this segment of sidewalk. All 
the homes in this segment that face Novi Rd have trees providing screening from the 
road, as shown below. Although the City could offer tree/landscaping replacement, 
residents opposed may be unwilling to grant needed easements, which could create 
additional delays, legal fees, and easement costs. 
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    West side of Novi Road, just north of Galway (August 2024) 
 
 
Staff is seeking the Mobility Committee’s feedback on whether to fill in this sidewalk gap at 
this time. Should the Committee wish to proceed with construction, staff would obtain a 
design proposal from one of its consultants and prepare an agenda item for City Council’s 
consideration. 
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Line 
Num Ref. ID Description Units Quantity Price Ext. Amount

0005 1100001 Mobilization (=<10% of Total) LS 1.00 12,529.16 12,529.16
0010 2050016 Excavation, Earth Cyd 167.74 25.00 4,193.53
0015 2010001 Clearing Modified RCOC Syd 849.67 7.00 5,947.69
0020 2020004 Tree, Rem, 6 inch to 18 inch Ea 92.00 250.00 23,000.00
0025 2020008 Stump, Rem, 6 inch to 18 inch Ea 4.00 300.00 1,200.00
0030 3027011 _ Aggregate Base, 4 inch, 21AA, RCOC Syd 849.67 15.00 12,745.04
0035 8030044 Sidewalk, Conc, 4 inch Sft 7,046.19 6.00 42,277.13
0040 8030046 Sidewalk, Conc, 6 inch Sft 600.84 8.00 4,806.69
0045 2050010 Embankment, CIP (Compacted in Place) Cyd 463.13 20.00 9,262.62
0050 2057011 _ Turf Establishment, THM Seed, Regular Mulch, 

Performance, RCOC Syd 685.89 10.00 6,858.92

0055 Drainage ($15k) LS 1.00 15,000.00 15,000.00
Total 137,820.78 

Preliminary Sidewalk Detail Estimate - Detail Cost Estimate
Project ID: 57291 - Novi Road - 8 Mile to 9 Mile (Sidewalk Galway Dr to Scenic Driveway)

apeters
Text Box
Assumptions:
Does not include PE/CE.
Does not include highway or temporary easements.
Does not include damages outside of the ROW.
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TO:  WALKABLE NOVI COMMITTEE 

FROM:   LINDSAY BELL, AICP, SENIOR PLANNER 

SUBJECT:   NORTHVILLE RIVERWALK CONNECTION 

DATE:     JUNE 10, 2022  

 

 
 

At our next meeting we will have representatives from Northville as well as a SEMCOG 
planner attending to discuss the prospect of connecting the proposed Northville 
Riverwalk trail to Novi’s trail system. The purpose of this memo is to give committee 
members background information on the planning efforts of Northville, identify some of 
the obstacles to connecting the two trail systems, and suggest future action to consider.  
 
 “In 2020, the Northville City Council established the Rouge Restoration Task Force and 
the Sustainability Team. Since then, the teams have been closely following proposed 
developments in the City to ensure that they achieve the community’s goals for 
economic development, clean water, recreational opportunities, walkability, and 
regional connectivity. The ‘Walkability’ sub-team from the Sustainability Team and the 
sub-team from the River Task Force recently came together as a Mobility Network Team 
to review our work on routing, connectivity, and traffic. With a sense of urgency, the 
group was formed in the spirit of collaboration to meet our mutual goal of creating a 
‘Livable’ community.”  (From the Mobility Report presented to Northville City Council, 
December 6, 2021) 
 
The resident we will be meeting with belongs to the River Task Force and the Mobility 
Network Team – Ms. Nancy Darga is the chair of the River Task Force. The Mobility Network 
Team presented to the Northville City Council after they had completed a Mobility 
Network Study. The Team requested Council hire a consultant to address “specific critical 
action areas” that the group had discerned to have priority.  
 
The Northville River Restoration and Riverwalk Task Force drafted a Framework Plan for 
“projects that will boost the ecological health of this Michigan community and Wayne 
County, improving quality of life.” Within this plan, some of the key projects included 
regional walking and biking trails and green infrastructure, as well as projects to improve 
and protect water quality in the river. The specific key project that Ms. Darga hopes to 
cooperate with Novi on is connecting the Mill Pond Riverwalk Trail to Rotary Park. In the 
report this project is noted as being “complex due to topography, bridges and railroad 
crossings.”  
 
The Mill Pond Trail to Rotary Park project can be found on page 38 of the Framework Plan. 
The following excerpt describes the current (as of January 2022) conditions of this project: 
 

“This project is in the early stages of feasibility analysis. This aspirational project 
seeks to extend the Northville Riverwalk from Mill Race Village, north to Novi’s 

MEMORANDUM 

https://cdn5-hosted.civiclive.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_11895878/File/Government/TaskForces/Rouge%20Framework%20Plan%20V33.9.pdf


 
 

Rotary Park. Project 11a (Wayne County) envisions a boardwalk that begins at the 
east side of Upper Mill Pond and continues north to Eight Mile Road. Project 11b 
consists of a trail running from Eight Mile Road to Rotary Park. The project involves 
multiple complex crossings over and under bridges, overpasses and railroad 
crossings.” 
 

 
 
John Roby, another member of the Task Force, has provided a substantial amount of 
information through an interactive map detailing existing and proposed shared paths, 
bike lanes, and other bike and pedestrian-oriented infrastructure in Northville. Above is 
the portion of the proposed Mill Pond Trail connecting to Rotary Park. The orange line is 

https://abacusser.maps.arcgis.com/apps/instant/minimalist/index.html?appid=e4cfecb1432a4a63ab2942807eee4863


 
 

the proposed path with red showing possible alternatives and pink circles showing 
possible points of difficulty. This includes the shared Riverwalk that is proposed to follow 
along the Walled Lake Branch of the Middle Rouge River and connect to Novi’s Rotary 
Park. The following images identify potential routes and barriers to the trail system in the 
area of Novi Road and Eight Mile to access Rotary Park.  
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
The above image shows key destinations and connecting points that Mr. Roby called 
attention to in relation to the proposed pedestrian pathways. He points out connections 
to residential subdivisions and existing trails with key destinations such as the Parmenter 
Cider Mill, Guernsey Dairy, downtown Northville, and nearby parks, all of which are 
attractive destinations for residents of both communities. In addition, other framework 
projects would provide connections to Maybury Park, the new Legacy Park on Seven 
Mile Road, and the established Hines Drive trail network.  
 
Other information that could be studied are interim routes to Rotary Park, including along 
Griswold to Ashbury Drive, which would avoid railroad crossings and a bridge over Novi 
Road. However, this would take the path away from the river and through residential 
streets. Land already in public ownership by Novi and Northville is also an important 
consideration. A conservation easement was granted to MDEQ over a good portion of 
Rotary Park, which will complicate getting an improved pathway constructed. If the 
ecological conditions this easement protects are sensitive it could be determined the 
trail connection should be made elsewhere.  
 
In terms of next steps, Northville is in the process of applying for a grant to fund an update 
of their non-motorized plan through Wayne County’s Connecting the Rouge initiative, 
which is a regional planning effort that seeks to connect communities via a trail system 
throughout the Rouge River valley. While no funding for capital improvements is available 
through the effort, the planning would include prioritization and implementation 
recommendations for the most critical segments in the network. It is thought that 
coordinated efforts of multiple jurisdictions can help win grant bids and align priorities. In 

https://www.connectingtherouge.org/


 
 

addition, grants for implementation of projects are more likely to be awarded if a 
community has an adopted plan in place. 
 
As Novi is getting ready to issue a Request for Proposals to begin its Non-Motorized Plan 
update, the River Trail connection project could be further studied to come up with 
recommendations for implementation.  If Novi’s Walkable Novi Committee sees this as a 
worthwhile effort staff will make sure it is highlighted in the RFP scope of work.  
 
Please feel free to contact me at 248-347-0484 or lbell@cityofnovi.org if you need 
further information.  
 
 
Other Resources: 
 
Rails with Trail’s Report from the Rails to Trails Conservancy 

mailto:lbell@cityofnovi.org
https://www.railstotrails.org/resource-library/resources/americas-rails-with-trails/
https://ago-item-storage.s3.us-east-1.amazonaws.com/c6f4abc9702b4c48bbb90a4da84ec343/2021-1202_Connecting_the_Rouge_Report.pdf?X-Amz-Security-Token=IQoJb3JpZ2luX2VjECsaCXVzLWVhc3QtMSJIMEYCIQD0ZW5d5tdo0jIxFBChHNdb7gTmZmZ29tstDlwjmtZg5wIhAMe9aVTzRh5nINgphkZzl81fozIULAz4Tfo79Va6w3pzKtIECDQQABoMNjA0NzU4MTAyNjY1IgwlkfIyeMMu%2FeRGryoqrwS2e3rhOcleUhVlL%2BBqjeXd4Qx6E5fHvBP7NqiBMgK9duwKcd7S7g%2F4YII6jC6D3VmQjtxEbcz3Qt83Zyjk5S3K3za1pFFTRCixf4rZ%2FT0u7%2Fzsnp63aPeL5AP%2F9AFlBE0ladOyoEb69N27sfcslTf8F4so7hXZa9e5UdTTQr404fSuycfgUevaR2YDQTwTz%2FGz2m%2BRHa7XwDUK7ZUh9keLxmBsSsQZ1oqUZYyevE0DwGJpW7Nh%2BRP6tMlT1c59EpnmDtDKuN9Mu8EIuh6sHDG1A1Vyp80VfEsssDcCxdqOXB5npVxhnixEO7FRaEq3KOS5yPT8%2FIXjk6p8JfGhKcy9z6F0TUsQvywCsHKXGe9KLrPm68OWOQkzx7NUpSwXfnfdOXFTzRKACULyegpgRbwavONYsTuBZMZ6RyVgWMU0L6wej9I%2FVP6X1Z%2F0kuWTGofnmQiub11KWY%2F9NFrhi42oWmKFNcLCMo9RLIRW4l8T3nfd22v7xm6%2BlmOdIX9ZlNHkdws5acijEpPxtRr6AwTEzyW5EJUdlp%2BQq3QpeJBMRvMBfeL2WbNDOAfdoumia%2Bim2Phm4mBhxvBRvBLjdYcunwkB1GjkT0CRIieoElVcqiGCUeSwqWeB3%2BJT4t4XWyt1kueZEcenX2YpGSvj%2FHZaAG1KoOx18poC7RdK688vm8FMf299jf52OSbxnlUncVlayNg8gYCYGyi4C6Oq5q9%2FxWqZHSIYrczrUlJxCTiOMI%2BmjpUGOqgB%2FDsTHSsYoWnG3udeanudQDqzoC17gcbUH4K5SRoi0I6z8qlnYx29VlMpRSkNmDF3FyTPGSJftYDKc%2FPzGMcNz6xIHUfVIEzgcdbMGDrNBMZCmMTH%2FZh71K5WVPOl%2B4DXQ1J1jOa4csO1%2FMC96U1vlBMhGUywPUfwXc13GNESTSy%2BxrofCEIbJeSgA4RHhPmSjrRq2YMnirwvOaHGenhHjyn869JFsZc6&X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Date=20220610T195147Z&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Expires=300&X-Amz-Credential=ASIAYZTTEKKE2USJ5TM6%2F20220610%2Fus-east-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Signature=8e780e6e1420209916daa1863b7531e2285f5ce7f0f28dcae4b5fae92e57a732
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