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The Moore-Lindsay Historical House Museum (MLHHM)
was founded in 1974 as the Norman-Cleveland County
Historical Museum, the result of a collaboration between
the City of Norman and the Cleveland County Historical
Society (CCHS). The museum is housed in a beautiful
Victorian-style home that was built in 1899 and is a prime
example of the success that middle-class families found in
Oklahoma Territory. The Historical Society is proud to
continue to serve as stewards of the historical house, which
is listed on the National Register of Historic Places.

The Cleveland County Historical
Society seeks to research, preserve,

and publicize the history of Cleveland
County and its people. 

Mission Statement
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Educational Programming and Visitor Experiences
Enhance current educational programs, continue to improve the quality and creativity of
exhibits and events, and inspire guests to visit multiple times.

Preservation & Research
Continue researching and preserving artifacts that the museum currently stores, and
provide easy access to research materials for the community.

Audience Diversity
Extend offerings for different ages, citizen groups, and organizations within the
community. 

Community Engagement
Develop new partnerships with other cultural and educational entities in the community
in order to broaden the museum’s reach to a wider audience. 

Fundraising
Seek out new fundraising sources locally and nationally.

For more information on CCHS's goals and strategies for success, our full 2019-2024
Strategic Plan can be viewed online at www.normanmuseum.org/strategicplan.

Organizational Goals

Archive
CCHS houses its historical collection in the archive room of the Moore-Lindsay Historical
House Museum. CCHS collects items of historical significance relating to
Cleveland County from the years just prior to the first Oklahoma Territory Land
Run to the present day. The majority of the archival collection focuses heavily on
documenting Cleveland County's history during Oklahoma’s territorial period and early
statehood, roughly 1880-1930. Expanding the materials in the archives is an ongoing
effort, and more recent donations move the collection’s timeline into the middle of the
twentieth century. The collection consists of more than 5000 items, including paper
archives, photographs, slides, recordings, books, newspapers, furnishings, and artifacts.
Additionally, thousands of photographs donated by a local photo studio are awaiting
processing and digitization in order to be added to the archive.
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In FY 22-23, the Moore-Lindsay Historical House Museum (MLHHM) and Cleveland
County Historical Society (CCHS) have continued to create a quality visitor experience
and pursue the mission of presenting, preserving, and publicizing Cleveland County’s
history. Throughout the past year, the museum has presented four exhibits and
two micro-exhibits, twelve events, eleven children's history camp sessions, and
eleven educational workshops for adults. Additionally, we have provided ten
field trips, educational group tours, and private workshops, hosted three
community group meetings, and participated in two outreach events. A detailed
list of museum programming for the year can be found on the next page.

Thanks to an increase in funding from the City of Norman for FY 22-23, the
MLHHM was able to hire a second employee, a part-time Assistant Manager for
the museum. Savannah Miller was chosen for the position in November 2022.
Savannah graduated from the University of Oklahoma with a Bachelor's in anthropology
and a minor in history. 

The MLHHM is also proud to have received two grants in the last year: an Operational
Support Grant from the Norman Arts Council for $6306 to assist in covering the
costs of exhibits, educational programming, and necessary supplies; and an ARPA
grant from the National Endowment for the Arts, distributed via the Norman
Arts Council, for $8,457, which was used to purchase new tables and chairs for
museum events, storage cabinets and shelving units, mannequins, and archival storage
materials.  This grant also allowed the MLHHM to hire five local artists or artisans to
assist with various programs throughout the year, increase our advertising efforts, and
establish an educational traveling trunk program for local teachers and homeschool
parents.

FY 22-23 Programming Summary
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Exhibits
Sundown: An Examination of Norman's
History as a Racist Sundown Town
Shop Local: An Exhibition of 1890s to
1930s Newspaper Advertisements for
Holiday Shopping in Cleveland County
With Love: LGBTQ+ Love Stories from
the 1890s through the 1980s
Imprinting the West: Manifest Destiny,
Real and Imagined

Micro-Exhibits
History on Display: Seven Micro-Exhibits
by MLHHM's 2022 Junior Curators
Death Calls: An Exploration of Last Rites,
Funerals, and Ways of Contacting the
Dead
Mother's Day: A Brief History

Events
"History on Display" Opening Reception
Trick-or-Treat at the Moore-Lindsay
Downtown Norman Ghost Tour with Jeff
Provine
Annual Christmas Open House
Springtime Tea (2 sessions)
"Imprinting the West" Opening Reception
5 Paranormal Investigations

Educational Programs
Children's Summer History Camp
Series (8 sessions)
Children's Spring Break History
Camp Series (3 sessions)
6 Handmade Soap Workshops
5 Embroidery Workshops
15 field trips, educational group
tours, private workshops,
community meetings, and
outreach events

FY 22-23 Programming Details

Coming in FY 23-24
Museum staff has planned 2 exhibits, 2 micro-exhibits, 28 educational workshops and
camps, and 10 events in FY 23-24. Staff will also conduct field trips, educational group
tours, and private workshops as requested by local schools, homeschool groups, clubs,
and other organizations.
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Participants
In FY 22-23 the Moore-Lindsay House welcomed 2100 visitors, is a 21% increase over FY
21-22. The museum also benefitted from the help of 30 volunteers.
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City of Norman Grant Funds - 62.1%
Other Grants - 14.9%
Donations - 8.3%
Gift Shop, Book Sales, Membership Dues, & Book Royalties - 6.3%
Camp, Workshop, & Tea Party Enrollment Fees - 6.2%
Investments & Endowments - 1.9%
Admission Fees - 0.2%
Rentals, Photographer Fees, & Birthday Parties - 0.1%

Museum Admission:
     Adults & Teens: $5 
     Children 12 & under: free
Children's workshops & camps: $8
Adult workshops: varied, $15-$45
Photographer Fees: $50/hour
Rental Fee: $50/hour
Birthday Party Package: $150

Fees & Income
In May 2023, the MLHHM began to charge an admission
fee for museum visitors over the age of 12. In an effort
to keep the museum as accessible as possible, the
museum remains free for children, SNAP card holders,
and CCHS members, and staff may reduce or waive
admission fees as appropriate. MLHHM camps and
workshops are affordable at $8 per person for children's
classes and $15-45 per person for adult classes.
Photographers can rent the historical house to use as a
photography set, the historical house and carriage
house can be rented out for small events, and the
museum also offers a Victorian tea party birthday party
package; all of these offerings bring in supplemental
funds to support museum programming.

Additional income sources include the museum gift
shop, grants, royalties on CCHS books, and fundraisers.
In FY 22-23, the museum offered more Children's
History Camp sessions and ﻿adult workshops, partnered
with two local paranormal investigation groups to
conduct investigations at the historical house with a
portion of ticket sales benefitting the museum, and
hosted the first annual Springtime Tea, which is
expected to be the museum's largest fundraiser event
each year. The museum was also chosen by the Norman
Arts Council to receive two grants this fiscal year,
totaling over $14,700 in additional funds. Staff continue
to seek additional fundraising and grant opportunities to
support the museum's operations.

Percentage of Total Expenditure Paid By Income Source, FY 22-23

Percentage of Expenditures
Paid By Non-City Funds
FY 2018-19 - FY 2022-23

12.0%
14.3%

35.5%

46.5%

37.9%
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Payroll & Payroll Tax
$29,079.36

Utilities & Internet
$4,180.20

Health Insurance
$3,364.55

Accountant Fee
$2,449.57

City of Norman funds are used to pay for the basic necessities
of running the museum: the museum manager's salary and the
assistant manager's hourly wage, the cost of utilities for the
building, and fees for the accountant who handles museum
payroll and taxes.  This frees up funding from other sources to
cover the costs of museum programming and necessary
supplies. Other uses of City funds include purchasing health
insurance for the museum manager, providing internet service
for museum staff to use for research purposes, paying bank
account fees for the account holding the funds, and paying the
fee for the yearly City of Norman registration for our alarm
system. At this time, it would be impossible to continue
operating the museum without this essential funding.

Use of FY 22-23 City Funds

Bank Fees & 
Alarm Registration

$60

FY 22-23 City
Grant Funds

CCHS was appointed by the City of Norman to serve as guardian of the Moore-Lindsay Historical House
Museum in 1974. The society has proudly served in that role since that time, with the support of an
annual grant from the City. For 6 years, 2015 to 2021, that grant was $30,870 a year. In FY 22-23, the City
generously increased that budget to $41,500 to allow CCHS to hire a part-time assistant manager for the
MLHHM and provide health insurance for the museum manager. In FY 23-24, the City again increased
our budget, this time to $44,500, to cover the full cost of the manager’s health insurance.

CCHS requests that the annual grant from the City remains
unchanged this year. We request $44,500 for FY 2024-25.

Museum staff is extremely grateful for this grant from the City and is committed to using these funds to
expand the positive effects that the museum has on Norman via community-responsive programming,
policies focusing on equity, exhibits featuring diversity, and outreach to local schools and community
groups to assess their educational needs and offer assistance.

Funding Request for FY 24-25

Bank Fees & Alarm Registration:  $60

Accountant Fees:  $2,500

Utilities & Internet:  $4,500

Payroll & Payroll Taxes:  $35,000

Health Insurance:  $7,000

Total:  $49,060

Projected Use of FY 24-25 City Funds
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FY 22-23 Income Sources - Percentage of Total Income
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CCHS FY 22-23 Financial Statement
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CCHS FY 22-23 Financial Statement, Cont'd
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FY 2023-24 Budget
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Board of Directors

11



Financial Record Maintenance:

Sue Schrems, CCHS Board Treasurer
maintains records of bank
accounts, investments, & CCHS
income and expenses

Amy Pence, Museum Manager
maintains records of grant funds,
gift shop funds, donations, PayPal
account, & MLHHM income and
expenses

Heather Koonce, CCHS Accountant
oversees and verifies all financial
recordkeeping, handles payroll
and state and federal taxes

Record Maintenance & Expenditure Authorization
Expenditure Approval:

Board of Directors, by majority vote
any expenses of any amount

Executive Committee, by majority vote
comprised of President, Vice
President, and Treasurer
any single expense up to $300

Riley Million, CCHS Board President 
any single expense up to $150 

Sue Schrems, CCHS Board Treasurer
any single expense up to $150

Amy Pence, Museum Manager
any single expense up to $100
expenditure of grant funds,
following board-approved budget
for said grant
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2022 Form-990-EZ
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Thank you for your support of

We are proud to be a part of
Norman's thriving arts and

humanities community.

We are so grateful for the support
provided by the City of Norman, and we

are so lucky to be in a city that recognizes
the value of the arts and humanities in

building quality of life for its citizens.
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