
Norman Historic District Commission      June 5, 2023 
Staff Report         904 Classen Blvd 
          HD 23-19 
 

 
 
 
 

1 

Property Location  904 Classen Blvd  
Miller Historic District 

 
Owner Ryan Hauser 
 
Request  (HD 23-19) Consideration of Certificate of 

Appropriateness for the property located at 904 Classen 
Boulevard as for the following proposed work:  

a. the replacement of all windows with aluminum-clad 
wood windows; 

b. the restoration of columns on the front of the 
house; 

c. the removal of a secondary front door on the front 
porch; 

d. the addition of wooden brackets on gables; 
e. the installation of new front door and side lights. 

 
Property History 
Historical Information 
2004 Miller Historic District Nomination Survey Information: 
Ca. 1913.  Bungalow/Craftsman.  This non-contributing, one-story, aluminum-sided, 
single dwelling has an asphalt-covered, cross-gabled roof and a concrete foundation.  
The wood hung windows are twelve-over-one and one-over-one.  The wood door is 
glazed paneled.  The wraparound porch has been enclosed on the north side with one-
over-one windows and aluminum siding.  The remaining partial porch has aluminum-
sided walls and an aluminum-sided column supporting the south side of the porch roof.  
There is a decorative concrete block, interior, slope chimney on the north side, a gabled 
dormer with a single rectangular window on the front and a rear screened porch.  
Decorative details include gable returns and double and triple windows.  The building is 
noncontributing due to a loss of integrity. 
  
Sanborn Insurance Maps 
The primary structure is indicated in its present location on the 1925 and 1944 Sanborn 
map. The existing garage accessory structure in the current configuration is not indicated 
on either map, indicating that the structure was erected sometime after 1944. 
 
Previous Actions 
August 6, 2001 - A COA was granted for side-yard and rear-yard fences. 
 
September 9, 2002 - A COA was granted for the installation of a swimming pool.  
 
March 6, 2006 - A COA was granted for the installation of French doors in the accessory 
structure in the rear yard.  
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October 6, 2008 - A COA was granted for replacement of an overhead garage door to be 
replaced with a window and cinderblock in the accessory structure.  
 
September 11, 2017 - A COA was granted for a Certificate of Appropriateness for the 
exterior modification of an existing accessory structure and the addition of a pergola. This 
worked was not installed.  
 
January 3, 2022 – A COA was granted for the modification of an existing accessory 
structure, and replacement of metal/vinyl with cement fiberboard siding on the house. 
The request for replacement of windows on the north side was postponed, pending 
additional information from applicant. The applicant did start on the modifications of the 
accessory structure but issues with the insurance company for the repairs to the exterior 
of the house has delayed this work. 
 
Overall Project Description  
The applicant is seeking to improve the exterior of the house with the several proposed 
projects.  
 
Some of the windows on the north side of the structure were damaged in the October 
2021 hail storm. The applicant would like to replace those windows as well as the rest of 
the windows on the house to help make the house more consistent.  He proposes all of 
the windows in the house be replaced with aluminum-clad six-over-one. 
 
The applicant would also like to restore the front porch columns that exist under the metal 
siding on the northeast corner of the structure and on the front porch area.   
 
Along with this restoration of the front columns, the applicant wishes to remove the 
secondary door that is located on the north wall of the front porch. He proposes to cover 
the door opening with cement fiber siding or composite siding.    
 
The applicant along with other exterior modifications wishes to add “knee” type wood 
brackets underneath the eaves of the gables on the front facing gables for aesthetic 
reasons.   
 
Finally, the applicant wishes to replace the existing front door and side lights with a wood 
door that has a different wood/window ration for safety reasons.  
 
Request – a. the replacement of all windows with aluminum-clad windows;  
Description 
 
The applicant wishes to replace all twenty-one windows in the house with aluminum-clad 
six-over-one windows to bring cohesiveness to the structure.  
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Reference - Historic District Ordinance 
36-535.c.2.g.3. Reviewing non-contributing structures. Non-contributing structures 
should be controlled only to the degree necessary to make them compatible with the 
general atmosphere of any district with regard to exterior alteration, additions, signs, site 
work and related activities. 
 
Reference - Preservation Guidelines   
Windows 
3.11  Standards for Administrative Bypass 
The following items can receive a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) through the 
Administrative Bypass process if they meet the criteria listed below.  If they do not meet 
the criteria, the application will be forwarded to the Historic District Commission for a full 
review.  
.1 Window Replacement.  An historic window that is deteriorated more than 50% 
and is not repairable may be replaced in-kind if it meets the following: 

a. Replace original windows in-kind, meaning match the original in material and 
finish. 

b. Muntin width and profile are same as the original in width and profile. 
c. Light pattern is the same as the original. 
d. True divided lights (panes) are the same as the original glass thickness. 
e. Size and dimension of all window components are the same as the original. 
f. Replacement of less than 50% of the windows on a given elevation. 

 
3.12  Guidelines for Windows 
A review by the Historic District Commission will use the following criteria for the 
issuance of a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA): 
.1 Retain Original Windows.  Retain and preserve original windows, including 
glass, frames, sash, muntins, sills, heads, moldings, surrounds, and hardware.  
.2 Retain Historic Glass.  Retain original glass in historic windows if at all possible.  
Leaded glass windows shall be preserved.  Bubbles and waves give old glass its 
distinctive look and add to the historic character of the house.  
.3   Glass Replacement.  Individual panes of historic glass that have been broken or 
cracked, may be replaced with modern-day clear glass. Salvaged historic glass or 
reproduction historic “wavy” glass is also acceptable replacement where historic glass 
was present.   
.4  Glass Variations. 

a. Privacy glass may only be located in the rear or on the side of the structure, 
where not visible from the front.  Smoked or tinted glass is not appropriate for 
use in historic structures. 

b. Beveled glass in doors and windows is allowed as long as it is compatible with 
style of the historic building and the original configuration of window panes 
remains. 

c. Colored glass may be used in transoms and sidelights if supported by historical 
documentation or compatible with the architectural style. 
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.5 Replace Only Deteriorated Features.  If replacement of a deteriorated window or 
door feature or details is necessary, replace only the deteriorated feature in-kind rather 
than the entire unit.  Broken sash cords, for example, can be repaired and do not 
necessitate replacing an entire window.  Match the original in design, dimension, 
placement, and material. 
.6  Sash Replacement.  Replacement sash, often referred to as sash replacement 
kits, are acceptable for use in historic structures.  However, replacement window sash 
shall be unclad wood, with single-pane thickness, true divided light patterns that match 
the historic muntin pattern and profile of the house. 
.7 Window Replacement.  An original window that is deteriorated more than 50% 
and is not repairable may be replaced in-kind if it meets the following: 

a.  Shall have a wood exterior, unless replacing a metal casement window. 
b.  Light patterns same as the original. 
c.  Size and dimension the same as the original. 
d. Double-pane simulated divided lights with wood muntins on the exterior and 
interior and a shadow bar between the panes may be allowed for windows on the 
side or rear that are not visible from the street. 

.8 Retain Original Metal Windows.  Replace original metal casement windows only 
as a last resort after weatherization measures have proven unsuccessful. 
.9 Preserve Original Openings.  Do not create new openings in the front or side 
façades of historic structures.  Do not enlarge or diminish existing openings to fit stock 
window sizes.  If new openings are necessary to meet code requirements, they shall be 
compatible with historic windows for that structure in proportion, shape, location, pattern, 
size, materials, and details. 
.10 Materials.   Wood is allowable for in-kind replacement of windows.  Aluminum-
clad and metal windows can be considered for the replacement of metal casement 
windows that are deteriorated on a case-by-case basis.  Fiberglass and aluminum–clad 
windows can be considered on non-contributing resources and on rear elevations not 
visible from the front right-of-way.   Vinyl-clad windows are prohibited for both 
contributing and non-contributing structures in the historic districts.  
 
Staff Comments 
This house has had many renovations and therefore, contains a variety of window 
materials and design. Several of the windows on the north side of the structure are wood 
but are not original to the house as they are part of additions installed prior to the 
property being added to the Miller Historic District. Other windows in the house are metal 
or vinyl and have various window pane configurations including nine-over-nine, six-over-
one, and one-over-one.  It should be noted that the 2004 Miller Historic District Survey 
indicates windows at that time included both twelve-over-one and one-over-one pane 
configurations.  This structure is a non-contributing structure and the proposed six-over-
one aluminum-clad windows is a style seen in the neighborhood.  
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The Commission would need to determine if the proposed replacement of windows on 
this non-contributing structure with aluminum-clad six-over-one wood windows would be 
a compatible alteration for this property and the District as a whole.  
 
Commission Action: Consideration of approval, rejection, amendment, and/or 
postponement of the Certificate of Appropriateness (HD 23-19) for the property located at 
904 Classen Boulevard for the following proposed work:  
a. the replacement of all windows with aluminum-clad wood windows; 
 
Request – b.  the restoration columns on front of the house; 
Description 
The applicant wishes to restore the columns which will be exposed when the metal siding 
is removed. He has stated that half of the width of the columns can be seen inside the 
room located on the northeast corner of the house. He assumes the exterior wall will 
contain the other half of the column. He believes the porch which is also encased in 
metal siding as well as half wall; will have partial columns as well. In both cases he 
wishes to reveal and restore the wood columns tapers and restore the brick bases that 
are missing. He is also proposing to install a brick base between columns to bring 
uniformity to the front of the house as illustrated on submitted drawings.  
 
Reference - Historic District Ordinance 
36-535.c.2.g.3. Reviewing non-contributing structures. Non-contributing structures 
should be controlled only to the degree necessary to make them compatible with the 
general atmosphere of any district with regard to exterior alteration, additions, signs, site 
work and related activities. 
 
Reference - Preservation Guidelines   
Exterior Walls 
3.1 Standards for Administrative Bypass  
The following items can receive a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) through the 
Administrative Bypass process if they meet the criteria listed.  If they do not meet the 
criteria, the application will be forwarded to the Historic District Commission for a full 
review.  
.1 Removal of wall materials.  Removal of non-original or contemporary synthetic 
materials to reveal existing historic materials is permitted.  If existing historic siding 
material underneath the non-original or contemporary synthetic materials has been 
removed, the reinstallation of appropriate/compatible material requires review by the 
Historic District Commission. 
 
3.2 Guidelines  
A review by the Historic District Commission will use the following criteria for the 
issuance of a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA): 
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.1 Preserve Original Walls.  Retain and preserve exterior walls that contribute to the 
overall historic form and character of a building, including functional and decorative 
features and details. 
.2 Retain Original Building Materials.  Retain and preserve exterior wall materials 
that contribute to the overall historic character of a building. 
.3 Replace Only Deteriorated Portions.  If replacement of a deteriorated wall or 
feature is necessary, replace only the deteriorated portion in-kind rather than the entire 
feature.  Match the original in material, design, dimension, detail, texture, and pattern.  
Compatible substitute materials can be considered if in-kind replacement material are not 
available or feasible. 
.4 Avoid Covering Original Materials. Building materials and decorative elements 
are important character-defining components of historic buildings.  It is not appropriate to 
remove or cover any wall material or detail with coatings or contemporary substitute 
materials.  Vinyl and aluminum siding is not appropriate for use in historic districts.  
.5 Replace Missing Features.  When replacing an exterior wall or feature, replace it 
with a new wall or feature based on accurate documentation of the original or a new 
design that is compatible with the historic character of the building and the district.  
Compatible substitute materials can be considered if in-kind replacement material are not 
available or feasible. 
.6 Avoid False Historical Appearances.  Features or details of walls and fences 
that are introduced to a property shall reflect its style, period, and design.  Fences and 
walls features shall not create a false historical appearance by reflecting other time 
periods, styles, or geographic regions of the country. 
.7 Substitute Materials.  Cement fiberboard (e.g. Hardiplank® siding) will be 
considered on a case-by-case basis.  Exterior insulating and finish systems (EIFS) will 
not be considered for use in historic structures. 
 
Staff Comments 
The applicant’s restoration proposal for the columns comprised of wood tapered top and 
brick bottom, is a typical configuration seen in the Miller District. Even though the 
applicant will not be able to entirely restore the columns, partial restoration will help to 
reinstate the look of the front porch as seen in many structures in the Miller Historic 
District. 
 
The Commission would need to determine if the restoration of the columns on the front of 
this non-contributing structure is appropriate and if it is compatible with the surrounding 
Miller Historic District.   
 
Commission Action: Consideration of approval, rejection, amendment, and/or 
postponement of the Certificate of Appropriateness (HD 23-19) for the property located at 
904 Classen Boulevard for the following proposed work:  
 b. the restoration of columns on front of the house; 
 
Request – c. the removal of secondary front door on front porch; 
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Description 
The applicant wishes to remove a second entrance located on the north wall of the front 
porch, so as to have better internal programming and to restore the look of the front 
porch. The opening will be covered in cement fiber board siding which matches the siding 
approved last year for the remainder of the exterior of this house.  
 
 
Reference - Historic District Ordinance 
36-535.c.2.g.3. Reviewing non-contributing structures. Non-contributing structures 
should be controlled only to the degree necessary to make them compatible with the 
general atmosphere of any district with regard to exterior alteration, additions, signs, site 
work and related activities. 
 
Reference - Preservation Guidelines   
Doors 
3.13 Standards for Administrative Bypass 
The following items can receive a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) through the 
Administrative Bypass process if they meet the criteria listed below.  If they do not meet 
the criteria, the application will be forwarded to the Historic District Commission for a full 
review.  
 .1  Door Replacement.  A deteriorated door that is not repairable may be replaced 
in-kind, meaning a door that matches the original in materials and design.  A non-original 
door may be replaced with a wood door that is appropriate design for the house and the 
historic district. 
 .2  Screen Door Replacement.  Screen doors shall be retained and repaired when 
necessary.  Any replacement screen door shall match the historic screen door and shall 
be built to mirror the panels and sash divisions of the door that it covers. 
  .3  Storm Doors and Screens.  Storm doors constructed of wood or metal that do 
not obscure or damage the existing door and frame.  Storm doors required to be painted, 
stained, or have a baked-enamel finish color compatible with the color of the existing 
door.  If storm and screen doors are installed where none existed originally, select a “full 
vision panel” design to allow the original door to be seen.  (Additional information on 
storm windows and doors is provided in Section 3.17, Utilities and Energy Retrofit). 
 
3.14 Guidelines for Doors 
A review by the Historic District Commission will use the following criteria for the 
issuance of a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA): 
 
.1 Retain and Preserve Original Doors.  Retain and preserve original doors and 
door surrounds including frames, glazing, panels, sidelights, fanlights, surrounds, 
thresholds, and hardware on front doors and side doors visible from the street.  
.2 Replace Only Deteriorated Features.  If replacement of a deteriorated door 
feature or details is necessary, replace only the deteriorated feature in-kind rather than 
the entire unit. 
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.3 Retain and Preserve Transoms and Sidelights.  Transoms and sidelights 
should be retained and preserved.  Avoid altering transoms and sidelights as it distorts 
the strong vertical proportions of the windows and doors and changes the character of 
the residence. 
.4 Retain Historic Glass.  Retain original glass in historic doors.  Bubbles and 
waves give old glass its distinctive look and add to the historic character of the house.  
.5   Glass Variations 

a. Privacy glass may only be located in the rear or on the side of the structure, 
where not visible from the front.  Smoked or tinted glass is not appropriate for 
use in historic structures. 

b. Beveled glass in doors is allowed as long as it is compatible with style of the 
historic building and the original configuration of window panes remains.  

c. Colored glass may be used in transoms and sidelights if supported by historical 
documentation or compatible with the architectural style. 

 .6 Wood Doors.  Wood doors are required unless there is documentation that other 
materials were historically used on a particular structure.  Keep wood doors appropriately 
stained or painted to protect from weather. 
.7 Replacement Doors.  Replacement doors on a historic structure are to be wood 
and in appropriate design, size and details in keeping with the style of the house.  
Installation of steel doors on the front of a historic structure is prohibited.  Aluminum clad 
doors are permissible on rear of the structure upon review on a case-by-case basis. 
.8 Preserve Original Openings.  Do not create new openings in the front or side 
façades of historic structures.  Do not enlarge or diminish existing openings to fit stock 
door sizes.  If new openings are necessary to meet code requirements, they shall be 
compatible with historic doors for that structure in proportion, shape, location, pattern, 
size, materials, and details. 
.9 Materials.  Wood is allowable for in-kind replacement of doors. Fiberglass and 
aluminum–clad doors can be considered on non-contributing resources and on rear 
elevations of historic structures when not visible from the front right-of-way.  Vinyl is 
prohibited for historic and non-contributing structures. 
 .10 New Primary and Secondary Accessory Structures.  Doors in new construction 
shall be similar to those in adjacent historic structures in terms of size, profile, design, 
proportions, and material.  Aluminum clad and fiberglass doors with limited or no visibility 
from the front façade can be considered on a case-by-case basis. 
.11  Additions.  For construction of additions, choose doors that match the original 
structure.  Aluminum-clad wood doors are permissible for use in additions that are not 
visible from the front right-of-way.  Fiberglass doors can be considered on a case-by-
case basis. 
 
Staff Comments 
This second front door entrance is probably not original to the house. This secondary 
entrance is not typical of structures in the Miller Historic District.  The removal of the door 
for better internal programming would not be detrimental to the house and in fact would 
bring the structure more in line with a typical structure in the Miller Historic District.  
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The Commission would need to determine if removal of this non-original secondary door 
on the front porch would be compatible with this structure and the surrounding Miller 
Historic District.   
 
Commission Action: Consideration of approval, rejection, amendment, and/or 
postponement of the Certificate of Appropriateness (HD 23-19) for the property located at 
904 Classen Boulevard for the following proposed work: 
c. the removal of secondary front door on front porch; 
 
Request – d. the addition of wooden brackets on gables; 
Description 
The applicant wishes to improve the appearance of his house by adding wooden “knee” 
type braces under the gables like seen on some bungalow structures in the Miller Historic 
District. He is proposing simple wooden brackets as shown in the submitted picture and 
specification sheet.  
 
Reference - Historic District Ordinance 
36-535.c.2.g.3. Reviewing non-contributing structures. Non-contributing structures 
should be controlled only to the degree necessary to make them compatible with the 
general atmosphere of any district with regard to exterior alteration, additions, signs, site 
work and related activities. 
 
Reference - Preservation Guidelines   
Exterior Walls 
3.1 Standards for Administrative Bypass  
The following items can receive a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) through the 
Administrative Bypass process if they meet the criteria listed.  If they do not meet the 
criteria, the application will be forwarded to the Historic District Commission for a full 
review.  
 
.1 Removal of wall materials.  Removal of non-original or contemporary synthetic 
materials to reveal existing historic materials is permitted.  If existing historic siding 
material underneath the non-original or contemporary synthetic materials has been 
removed, the reinstallation of appropriate/compatible material requires review by the 
Historic District Commission. 
 
3.2 Guidelines  
A review by the Historic District Commission will use the following criteria for the 
issuance of a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA): 
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.1 Preserve Original Walls.  Retain and preserve exterior walls that contribute to the 
overall historic form and character of a building, including functional and decorative 
features and details. 
.2 Retain Original Building Materials.  Retain and preserve exterior wall materials 
that contribute to the overall historic character of a building. 
.3 Replace Only Deteriorated Portions.  If replacement of a deteriorated wall or 
feature is necessary, replace only the deteriorated portion in-kind rather than the entire 
feature.  Match the original in material, design, dimension, detail, texture, and pattern.  
Compatible substitute materials can be considered if in-kind replacement material are not 
available or feasible. 
.4 Avoid Covering Original Materials. Building materials and decorative elements 
are important character-defining components of historic buildings.  It is not appropriate to 
remove or cover any wall material or detail with coatings or contemporary substitute 
materials.  Vinyl and aluminum siding is not appropriate for use in historic districts.  
.5 Replace Missing Features.  When replacing an exterior wall or feature, replace it 
with a new wall or feature based on accurate documentation of the original or a new 
design that is compatible with the historic character of the building and the district.  
Compatible substitute materials can be considered if in-kind replacement material are not 
available or feasible. 
.6 Avoid False Historical Appearances.  Features or details of walls and fences 
that are introduced to a property shall reflect its style, period, and design.  Fences and 
walls features shall not create a false historical appearance by reflecting other time 
periods, styles, or geographic regions of the country. 
.7 Substitute Materials.  Cement fiberboard (e.g. Hardiplank® siding) will be 
considered on a case-by-case basis.  Exterior insulating and finish systems (EIFS) will 
not be considered for use in historic structures. 
 
Staff Comments 
There is no evidence that this structure has previously had wooden brackets under the 
gables. Wooden “knee” braces are a feature seen in the Miller Historic District on some 
Craftsman bungalow houses. However, the Preservation Guidelines caution against 
adding features to a house that might create a false sense of history.  
 
The Commission would need to determine if the addition of wooden brackets on this 
structure would create a false sense of history on this non-contributing structure and if it 
would be impactful to the District as a whole.  
 
Commission Action: Consideration of approval, rejection, amendment, and/or 
postponement of the Certificate of Appropriateness (HD 23-19) for the property located at 
904 Classen Boulevard for the following proposed work: 
d. the addition of wooden brackets on gables; 
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Request – e. installation of new front door and side lights. 
 
Description 
The applicant wishes to replace the front door and side lights as a result of his storm-
anxiety dog breaking the side lights. He does not mind replacing the front door with 
wood, but does not wish to install window panes where the dog would be able to reach 
them again during a storm. The applicant is proposing a craftsman style door with small 
lights at the top, as illustrated in the submitted picture and specification sheet.  
 
Reference - Historic District Ordinance 
36-535.c.2.g.3. Reviewing non-contributing structures. Non-contributing structures 
should be controlled only to the degree necessary to make them compatible with the 
general atmosphere of any district with regard to exterior alteration, additions, signs, site 
work and related activities. 
 
Reference - Preservation Guidelines 
Doors 
3.13 Standards for Administrative Bypass 
The following items can receive a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) through the 
Administrative Bypass process if they meet the criteria listed below.  If they do not meet 
the criteria, the application will be forwarded to the Historic District Commission for a full 
review.  
 
 .1  Door Replacement.  A deteriorated door that is not repairable may be replaced 
in-kind, meaning a door that matches the original in materials and design.  A non-original 
door may be replaced with a wood door that is appropriate design for the house and the 
historic district. 
 .2  Screen Door Replacement.  Screen doors shall be retained and repaired when 
necessary.  Any replacement screen door shall match the historic screen door and shall 
be built to mirror the panels and sash divisions of the door that it covers. 
  .3  Storm Doors and Screens.  Storm doors constructed of wood or metal that do 
not obscure or damage the existing door and frame.  Storm doors required to be painted, 
stained, or have a baked-enamel finish color compatible with the color of the existing 
door.  If storm and screen doors are installed where none existed originally, select a “full 
vision panel” design to allow the original door to be seen.  (Additional information on 
storm windows and doors is provided in Section 3.17, Utilities and Energy Retrofit). 
3.14 Guidelines  
A review by the Historic District Commission will use the following criteria for the 
issuance of a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA): 
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.1 Retain and Preserve Original Doors.  Retain and preserve original doors and 
door surrounds including frames, glazing, panels, sidelights, fanlights, surrounds, 
thresholds, and hardware on front doors and side doors visible from the street.  
.2 Replace Only Deteriorated Features.  If replacement of a deteriorated door 
feature or details is necessary, replace only the deteriorated feature in-kind rather than 
the entire unit. 
.3 Retain and Preserve Transoms and Sidelights.  Transoms and sidelights 
should be retained and preserved.  Avoid altering transoms and sidelights as it distorts 
the strong vertical proportions of the windows and doors and changes the character of 
the residence. 
.4 Retain Historic Glass.  Retain original glass in historic doors.  Bubbles and 
waves give old glass its distinctive look and add to the historic character of the house.  
.5   Glass Variations 

d. Privacy glass may only be located in the rear or on the side of the structure, 
where not visible from the front.  Smoked or tinted glass is not appropriate for 
use in historic structures. 

e. Beveled glass in doors is allowed as long as it is compatible with style of the 
historic building and the original configuration of window panes remains.  

f. Colored glass may be used in transoms and sidelights if supported by historical 
documentation or compatible with the architectural style. 

 .6 Wood Doors.  Wood doors are required unless there is documentation that other 
materials were historically used on a particular structure.  Keep wood doors appropriately 
stained or painted to protect from weather. 
.7 Replacement Doors.  Replacement doors on a historic structure are to be wood 
and in appropriate design, size and details in keeping with the style of the house.  
Installation of steel doors on the front of a historic structure is prohibited.  Aluminum clad 
doors are permissible on rear of the structure upon review on a case-by-case basis. 
.8 Preserve Original Openings.  Do not create new openings in the front or side 
façades of historic structures.  Do not enlarge or diminish existing openings to fit stock 
door sizes.  If new openings are necessary to meet code requirements, they shall be 
compatible with historic doors for that structure in proportion, shape, location, pattern, 
size, materials, and details. 
.9 Materials.  Wood is allowable for in-kind replacement of doors. Fiberglass and 
aluminum–clad doors can be considered on non-contributing resources and on rear 
elevations of historic structures when not visible from the front right-of-way.  Vinyl is 
prohibited for historic and non-contributing structures. 
 .10 New Primary and Secondary Accessory Structures.  Doors in new construction 
shall be similar to those in adjacent historic structures in terms of size, profile, design, 
proportions, and material.  Aluminum clad and fiberglass doors with limited or no visibility 
from the front façade can be considered on a case-by-case basis. 
.11  Additions.  For construction of additions, choose doors that match the original 
structure.  Aluminum-clad wood doors are permissible for use in additions that are not 
visible from the front right-of-way.  Fiberglass doors can be considered on a case-by-
case basis. 
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Staff Comments 
As indicated by the Guidelines, preservation of the original doors is preferred. However, 
since this is a non-contributing structure and the applicant is trying to protect his pet, it 
seems reasonable to let him replace the front door and sidelights with a different 
placement of windows panes.   
 
However, the Commission would need to determine if the replacement of the existing 
front door and sidelights with a wood door of different design would be compatible with 
the house and the District as a whole.  
 
Commission Action: Consideration of approval, rejection, amendment, and/or 
postponement of the Certificate of Appropriateness (HD 23-19) for the property located at 
904 Classen Boulevard for the following proposed work: 
e. installation of new front door and side lights. 
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