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LAND USE CATEGORY
Urban Living Center (ULC)

DESCRIPTION 
& CONTEXT

Most compact, walkable pattern of urban development. Low to no building spacing 
and separation of uses. Vibrant urban areas with an intense mix of uses that not only 
support residents and employers but leverage their location to attract visitors from 
throughout the region.

•	 Urban Living Center areas strive for a balance of residential and non-residential 
uses and predominance of mixed-use development of compatible densities and 
scales. Current market conditions and demand for housing over commercial 
spaces will likely result in a slightly higher mix of residential in these areas. 

•	 Gross densities in any single development should be greater than 18 units per 
acre. 

BUILDING TYPES •	 Large and medium 4 to 5+ story buildings are common. It is anticipated that 
various articulations, scales, and architectural styles will create cohesive and 
compact sites with clear connections to other destinations.

•	 Public and private spaces (i.e. balconies, recreational roof decks, outdoor dining, 
etc.) are clearly defined and cultivate a sense of place.

•	 Mixed-use buildings that include retail, work-spaces, and residences are the most 
common.

•	 Single-use buildings are undesirable and should be limited, or avoided altogether.

SITE DESIGN •	 The scale and layout of the built environment are very conducive to walking. 
Trails and pathways integrated throughout developments to connect to parks, 
neighborhoods, and community destinations. 

•	 Multi-unit developments without connections to neighboring properties and uses 
weakens the development pattern and should be limited or avoided altogether.

•	 Design features, such as street/sidewalk level windows, should make larger scale 
structures appropriate at the pedestrian level.

•	 Street trees should form a continuous urban canopy over public areas and rights-
of-way.

•	 Stormwater to be addressed at the project level, but designed as part of a larger 
neighborhood or sub-basin system.

•	 Site layout should take every opportunity to expand and maximize the public 
infrastructure available in this area.

TRANSPORTATION 
NETWORK, 
CIRCULATION & 
ACCESS

This area features a dense grid of streets and sidewalks. A full street hierarchy provides 
a variety of connections and route choices to people moving to, through, and within 
the area. Parking is a secondary use and should be as small as possible due to character 
and value of land in the area. Many housing options offer private parking rather than 
relying on street parking. Most of these areas have, or will have, easy access to public 
transportation (adjacent to or less than one quarter-mile walk of a stop). Improving 
access for pedestrians and bicyclists will continue to be a priority, including modernizing 
multi-modal infrastructure.

UTILITY ACCESS A full range of utilities should be available. If services are not already in place, they 
must be extended by the developer during the platting process to be suitable for 
development. If development occurs adjacent to existing facilities that are determined 
to be insufficient to meet the demands of the proposed development, the developer 
must upgrade the existing facilities to enhance the capacity of the utility systems.
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PUBLIC SPACE 
TYPES

Appropriately scaled public spaces including small parks, plazas, parklets, regional trail 
connections, and walking paths. Pedestrian amenities are commonly integrated into public 
and private projects.

LOCATIONAL 
CRITERIA

•	 Large building footprints (>12,500 SF) compromise the development pattern and are 
not appropriate, except at arterial intersections and along major thoroughfares.

•	 Medium intensity residential uses should be discouraged along arterial streets and 
should be located behind higher intensity residential, commercial, or mixed-use 
developments along arterial streets. 

•	 Urban Living Center is most compatible adjacent to: UH, MX, IMX, CBD, LCC, C, JC, 
TOD, and OP.

•	 Urban Living Center is least compatible adjacent to: RR, AR, and UR and requires 
additional buffering from uses that generate more noise, odors, air and light 
pollution, and heavy traffic.
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Mixed-Use; Prairie Queen, Papillion, NE Commercial; Wheeler District, Oklahoma City, OK


