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A Vital Component of Healthy Ecosystems and Clean Water

red-winged Catail moths are an

o e B

for birds, bats, frogs,

S UL TERL

caterpillars . use cattail

seeds as a for source
and the young are fed

insects found within

the marsh and prairie.

to stay

winter,
Birds also use the fluff
Y 4 to build nests.

n stands

cattails dampen wave
actions, creating a
stable nursery for the
eggs of toads an
frogs. Frogs and toads
attract predators such
as wading birds, like
herons, as well as
snakes and raccoons.

Cattails  can
pollutants, \ike heavy
metals  and  excess
ferdlizer, which
protects water quality
“in Brookhaven Creek.

song,
(y-2utchity-wichity.

7
# Submerged cattail
>  stalks provide ° a
4 surface on  which

insects, like

Cattails serve as food
pantries for muskrats.

= 7 This water-loving.
Y rodent eats all parts of

ﬁ - the plant and builds

its haystack house out

l of cattail stalks.
Muskrats  use  this
house/to stay warm in

Watching
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REO-WINGED BLACKBIRD BLUE DASHER

SIGNS OF LIFE
Even if you deo not see the animal, you
may see signs of irts presence, such as
tracks, scat (droppings) or feathers. And

listen... in nature you can hear a
symphony of sounds.

RACCOON

cold weather.
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RED-EARED SLIDER
RIPARIAN ZONES
William Morgan Park is located in
the Brookhaven Creck watershed.
Brookhaven Creek runs more than
four miles through west Norman.
This vital creek and surrounding
natural  riparian area  provide
wildlife  habitat, protect water
quality, and allow for critical habitat

interconnectivity  for  migratory
wildlife.

GREAT BLUE HERON

ORLAHOMA

OKLAHOMA

; wildlife can be a lot of fun! Many wildlife creatures are elusive and wary 50 you will need to move slowly and
quictly. Early morning and late afternoon are usually the best times to sce wildlife. A pair of binocularsis helpful

LEQPARD FROG BLUEGILL SUNFISH

BEAVER VS MUSKRAT
Beavers and muskrats are both mammals
that live in and around waterways. A
great way to tell them apart is 1o check
the tail: muskrais have a long, thin i
while beavers have a wide, flau tail,
Muskrats are also much smaller weighing
92-4 1b. while beavers can weigh 30-40 b.

MUSKRAT




