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LAND USE
Land Use Category Descriptions

The following attributes for each land use category help guide rezoning, site 
plan approvals, and other site development decisions.

BUILDING TYPES The scale and transparency of buildings dictate the feel and intensity of the areas. Larger 
commercial spaces or buildings with more residential units generate more trips, impacting 
factors like parking demand. Scale also influences the feel of an area, such as the difference 
between a block of one- and two-story structures versus structures with fiver or more stories. 
Transparency, or the ability to see into or out of a structure (often with windows), can make 
an area feel more comfortable, safe, and interesting for pedestrians. The recommendations 
in this section guide how to regulate and administer building types and uses in the adopted 
Development Codes.

SITE DESIGN The area and shape of lots, streets, sidewalks, parking, landscaping, design of open spaces, 
and access all influence the feel of a development and should be handled differently based 
on the intensity of the use. Site design can often mitigate the effects of higher intensity 
uses on less intense neighboring uses. The recommendations in this section guide how to 
regulate and administer site design standards through the adopted Development Codes. 

TRANSPORTATION 
NETWORK, 
CIRCULATION & 
ACCESS

Transportation accommodations vary depending on the intensity of the use. For example, 
commercial uses that generate more traffic will require access to arterial and collector 
streets. Site design will guide circulation and access within a site, but projects also need to 
consider how circulation and access are addressed between sites and future developments. 
The recommendations in this section guide how to regulate and administer access and 
circulation standards through the adopted Development Codes.

UTILITY ACCESS Access to public services - water, wastewater, and regional stormwater management - may 
be required depending on the location and/or intensity of a development. Utility access 
recommendations in this section are strict to ensure services can support the development. 

PUBLIC SPACE 
TYPES

Public spaces are open and accessible to anyone in the community. These spaces can 
include plazas, parks, courtyards, natural areas, and more. They create a sense of 
community and a way for residents to interact with their neighbors. The recommendations 
in this section guide where public spaces are needed and guide standards through the 
adopted Development Codes.
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ZONING DISTRICTS IN GREEN ARE TYPICALLY APPROPRIATE IN THE DESIGNATED LAND USE

ZONING DISTRICTS IN YELLOW MAY BE APPROPRIATE IN THE DESIGNATED LAND USE, BUT REQUIRE INTENSE REVIEW

ZONING DISTRICTS IN RED ARE TYPICALLY NOT APPROPRIATE IN THE DESIGNATED LAND USE

LOCATIONAL 
CRITERIA

Location Criteria considers the influence of a use on adjacent properties and land uses. The 
recommendations in this section guide how to administer compatibility of adjacent land 
uses and their influence on one another through the adopted Development Codes.

ZONING DISTRICTS This section identifies the most appropriate zoning districts (based upon the current code) 
for each land use designation. For properties within an Overlay Zoning District, the base 
Zoning District will apply. 

Norman’s Current Zoning Districts are:

•	 PUD: Planned Unit Development
•	 SPUD: Simple Planned Unit 

Development
•	 A-1: General Agricultural
•	 A-2: Rural Agricultural
•	 RE: Residential Estate Dwelling
•	 R-1: Single-Family Dwelling
•	 R-1-A: Single-Family Attached Dwelling
•	 R-2: Two-Family Dwelling
•	 RM-2: Low Density Apartment
•	 RM-4: Mobile Home Park
•	 RM-6: Medium Density Apartment
•	 R-3: Multi-Family Dwelling
•	 RO: Residence-Office
•	 O-1: Office-Institutional

•	 CO: Suburban Office Commercial
•	 C-1: Local Commercial
•	 C-2: General Commercial
•	 TC: Tourist Commercial
•	 CR: Rural Commercial
•	 C-3: Intensive Commercial
•	 I-1: Light Industrial
•	 I-2 Heavy Industrial
•	 M-1: Restricted Industrial
•	 MUD: Mixed-Use Development
•	 FH: Flood Hazard
•	 PL: Park Land
•	 CCFBC: Center City Form-Based Code

More information on Zoning and Overlay Districts may be found in 
Section 36-505 of the City of Norman Municipal Code.








