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CORE NEIGHBORHOOD AREAS
CHARACTERISTICS & INTENT
The Core Neighborhood is a focal point of the city, the 
traditional central business district, with a concentration 
of activities such as general retail, service commercial, 
professional office, mixed-density housing, mixed-use 
spaces, and appropriate public and open space easily 
accessible by pedestrians. This area frames the University 
of Oklahoma campus.

The Core Neighborhood encompasses all historic districts 
and some existing neighborhood planning areas. One 
notable aspect of this area is the reinvestment that has 
been occurring over the past decade.

The Core Neighborhood is defined by smaller, traditionally 
platted lots and older homes. Most streets within this 
Character Area are designed on a grid pattern, radiating 
from the BNSF rail line, and are highly connected to 
one another. Alleys are prominent and, although often 
used by local traffic, are in disrepair and in need of 
maintenance. Towards the commercial centers of this 
Character Area, taller buildings are more common, with 
the overarching height of residential structures being 
three stories or less.

GOALS
•	 Balance reinvestment and affordability for housing 

by promoting rehabilitation and renovation, while 
allowing for density increases, where appropriate.
	– ADUs continue to be an appropriate housing 

typology in this Character Area.
•	 Cultivate an accessible, pedestrian-centric 

environment that’s enjoyable for live, work, and 
play including transitions from other, more auto-
centric, character areas.

•	 Promote local business growth and encourage 
employment opportunities within the Core, catering 
to residents, students, and visitors.

OPPORTUNITIES
•	 High access to alternative modes of transportation, 

including public transit, walking, and bicycling.
•	 Rehabilitation and redevelopment opportunities for 

residential and commercial projects.
•	 Strong historic ties and active attention from 

existing community efforts.

CHALLENGES
•	 Undersized, aging infrastructure, including lack of 

stormwater infrastructure, that requires frequent 
maintenance.

•	 Balancing reinvestment with affordability options.
•	 Under used areas.
•	 Cost of infill development.


