
BEFORE THE OKLAHOMA WORKERS' COMPENSATION COMMISSION

JOHN HAMBRICK 

Claimant  Commission File No.
 CM3-2023-02469K

CITY OF NORMAN 

Employer-Respondent  Claimant's Social Security
 Number: xxx-x2-4672

CITY OF NORMAN   
Insurer   

ORDER DETERMINING COMPENSABILITY AND
AWARDING PERMANENT PARTIAL DISABILITY BENEFITS

Hearing before Administratie Law Judge MOLLY H LAWYER on March 10, 2026, in OKLAHOMA CITY,
Oklahoma.

Claimant appeared by counsel, JEFFREY M COOPER.

Respondent CITY OF NORMAN and appeared by counsel, BRADLEY J MCCLURE.

I. STATEMENT OF THE CASE

Claimant fled his claim for compensaton on April 27, 2023, alleging injuries to the body as a
whole as a result of cancer.  The CC-Form 3 describes the injuries as occurring on cumulatie basis due
to exposure with a date of awareness on January 26, 2023.  Claimant fled a request for contested
hearing  seeking  a  fnding  of  compensability  to  the  body  as  a  whole  (goblet  cell  carcinoma)  with
consequental injuries to both hands as a result of chemotherapy.  Claimant requests that Respondent
authorize CMM with Dr. George, a fnding that prior treatment was reasonably necessary and connected
to his work injury, and PPD to the whole man and bilateral hands.  Respondent requests a reseriaton of
out of pocket expenses and TTD for future hearing.  Respondent argues that Title 11 O.S. §49-110(a)
cancer presumpton applies in this case.
 

Respondent denies Claimant sustained compensable injuries arising out of the course and scope
of employment and alleges a major cause and/or sole cause defense.  Respondent also argues that the
presumpton Claimant relies on is unconsttutonal as it is a special law and that eien if the presumpton
exists then Respondent’s medical rebuts said presumpton. Respondent denies the requests for medical
treatment and temporary total disability benefts.  With the issues framed, the partes proceeded to
hearing on March 10, 2026.
 

Claimant testfed that he has worked as a frefghter and paramedic for the City of Norman
since February 22, 2021.  Prior to working for the City of Norman, Claimant worked as a frefghter from
2013 through 2022 for the City of Lawton.  Claimant underwent a pre-employment physical in 2021 with
the City of Norman and he passed it and no cancer was found.  Claimant’s job requires him to work 120
hours per month which includes 24 hour shifs and sometmes 48 hour shifs.  Claimant also sometmes
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works oiertme.  Claimant’s  job dutes require him to make runs for medical and fre emergencies.
Claimant handles structure fres,  iehicle fres,  grass and brush fres and saliage and oierhaul  fres.
Claimant admited that he was proiided top of the line safety gear and a SCBA mask which is personally
fted and proiides him oxygen but that he is stll exposed to the fre itself and has open air exposure to
his skin.  

Claimant  testfed that with  structure  fres,  partcles  become airborne and he is  exposed to
toxins.  Afer a fre, he takes a shower and can smell the toxins come out of his pores.  Claimant also
blows his nose afer a fre and has stuf come out.  He smells like the fre for days and his wife can smell
it on him as well.  With iehicle fres, he comes in direct contact with burning chemicals, metal and
anything in the iehicle.  With grass and brush fres, he does not use a SCBA mask.  He only wears lighter
fre resistant materials.  Claimant does not wear a mask for these type of fres, but since his cancer
diagnosis, he brings his own personal mask to wear.  With saliage and oierhaul fres, Claimant has to go
through to makes sure nothing is stll hot or on fre so that a new fre does not start. He has to disturb
the items and it the dirtest part of his job.  Sometmes he stll has his bunker gear on and SCBA mask,
but the majority of the tme he takes those items of so that he is able to see and breathe easier.  Afer a
fre, his bunker gear should be cleaned immediately, but he cannot always do so as they only haie two
sets and if one is stll being cleaned, he will haie to leaie the other dirty in case he needs it.  The bunker
gear is coiered in soot which he comes in direct contact with.  Claimant also testfed that he is exposed
to diesel fumes in the fre staton.  Although some statons haie an exhaust, his staton had a non-
functoning exhaust.  His liiing quarters are separated from the garage with one wall and he can smell
the exhaust when the rigs start up.  At the scene of a fres, the engines are reiied up because they are
pumping water so he is again exposed to exhaust. Claimant testfed that his is exposed to a number of
carcinogens and chemicals.
 

On  January  16,  2023,  Claimant  underwent  an  appendectomy due  to  appendicits  when his
doctor found something abnormal.   His  doctor took a sample and completed a biopsy.   The biopsy
showed cancer and Claimant had to undergo surgery.  Claimant had a second surgery to remoie part of
his colon and intestne.  A port was also placed in for chemotherapy.  Claimant was ordered to undergo
four rounds of infusion therapy and 8 rounds of pill chemotherapy.  Claimant sufered signifcant side
efects due to the chemotherapy.  Each infusion, the side efects got worse.  Initally he sufered from
numbness and cold sensitiity to his hands and feet.  Afer the second infusion Claimant sufered from
chest and back pain and was unable to walk or talk for a period of tme.  When he went in for the fourth
infusion, his oncologist recommended that he not go forward with the infusion due to the side efects.
Claimant stll sufers from a loss of sensaton in both of his hands.  While treatng, Claimant was of work
and receiied sick and iacaton tme.  Co-workers also donated 700-800 hours of leaie to him.  On
August 8, 2023, Claimant's port was remoied and he returned to work in September of 2023 working
light duty.   He stll  has not returned to his  normal job.   Claimant is  required to follow up with his
oncologist, Dr. George, for blood tests and scans. 
 

Claimant denies any family history of cancer other than melanoma on his dad’s toe and possibly
his great grandmother.  Claimant underwent genetc testng just in case.  Claimant admited that his
siblings “got rid of their appendix just in case.”  Claimant also admited that he sprays yards for pests.
He wears rubber boots, pants, face coiering, a hat and gloies when spraying.  
 

Claimant contnues to sufer from fatgue, numbness in his hands, feet and legs and a fogginess
when he tries to think.   He denies  haiing any of  these symptoms before his  cancer  diagnosis  and
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chemotherapy. Claimant testfed that he belieies that his cancer was caused by his work at the City of
Norman.
 

Pertnent medical records show Claimant presented to Dr. Goates on January 26, 2023, post
laparoscopic appendectomy.  Dr. Goates stated that Claimant had a pathology report demonstratng
goblet cell adenocarcinoma in his appendix.  Dr. Goates states that the patent denied any family history
of colon cancer and only noted a family history of melanoma.  Dr. Goates recommended a robotc right
hemicolectomy to treat the pathology and then recommended a referral to oncology.  Claimant later
presented to Cancer Centers of Southwest Oklahoma on March 22, 2023.  The report notes a family
history of melanoma in his father in his 50s, leukemia in his maternal second cousin and DCIS in his
mother.  Claimant denied smoking and noted he works as a frefghter.  The report also notes under
“Assessment” that genetc testng is negatie (see Claimant’s Exhibit #2 and Respondent’s Exhibit #2).”
Dr. Najera did recommend that his siblings obtain a colonoscopy at that tme as they haie an increased
risk for appendiceal cancers.  Claimant returned to Dr. Najera on April 12, 2023 with complaints of mild
irritaton in his hands and feet, numbness in the tps of his fngers, and chest pain during the night.  At
follow up appointments, Claimant contnued to haie symptoms related to hand-foot syndrome and was
proiided capecitabine in the morning and at night.   On July 26, 2023, Dr.  Najera noted “multgene
genetc  testng with  Iniitae  multcancer  panel  is  negatie  (see  Claimant’s  Exhibit  and Respondent’s
Exhibit #2).”  Claimant contnued to sufer from hand-foot syndrome.  Dr. Najera also indicated that his
siblings  should  consider  a  prophylactc  appendectomy  due  to  their  increased  risk  for  appendiceal
cancers.            
 

Claimant relies on Dr. Rosson’s March 29, 2024 report and October 22, 2024 report which fnd
that Claimant was diagnosed with goblet cell adenocarcinoma afer he underwent an appendectomy on
January 16, 2023 and an additonal surgery on January 30, 2023.  Claimant was referred to Dr. Nejara, an
oncologist, and was diagnosed with grade III stage II goblet cell adenocarcinoma.  Dr.  Rosson opined
that  Claimant  deieloped goblet  cell  adenocarcinoma of  the appendix/large  colon as  a  result  of  his
repettie exposure to smoke, chemicals, fumes, diesel exhaust, products of combuston, and multple
carcinogens.  He further fnds that Claimant sustained 16% PPD to his colon and 15% to each hand due
to consequental injuries resultng from chemotherapy.  Dr. Rosson also recommends CMM with his
oncologist.   Claimant  also  proiided  eiidence,  found  at  Claimant’s  Exhibit  #3,  to  support  a  causal
connecton with frefghtng and cancer.    
 

Respondent relies on Dr. Jones’s January 23, 2025 report and May 22, 2025 report.  Dr. Jones
opined that “there is no sole or major cause relatonship between the patent’s current complaints of
appendix cancer with spread to a porton of the colon, and his employment as a frefghter for the City of
Norman cumulatie to January 15, 2023.  He states that there is no eiidence Claimant’s exposure, noted
in Dr. Rosson’s reports, are risk factors for appendix cancer.  Dr. Jones states that known risk factors of
such cancer are chronic bowel diseases (Crohn’s disease or Ulceratie Colits) and a family history of
appendix cancer.  Regardless of causaton, Dr. Jones opines that Claimant sustained 7% PPD due to
appendix cancer but fnd 0% PPD related to his work.  He fnds 0% PPD to the right and lef hands.

II. DISCUSSION

Claimant points this Commission to the presumpton found in 11 O.S. §49-110, which states:
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A.  No frefghter shall be retred, as proiided in Secton 49-109 of this ttle, or receiie any

pension from the System, unless there shall be fled with the State Board certfcates of the

frefghter's  disability.  Any  member  of  the  fre  department  of  any  municipality  who  is

disabled as a result of heart disease, injury to the respiratory system, infectous disease, or

the existence of any cancer which heart disease, injury to the respiratory system, infectous

disease, or cancer was not reiealed by the physical examinaton passed by the member

upon entry into the department,  shall  be presumed to haie incurred the heart  disease,

injury  to  the  respiratory  system,  infectous  disease,  or  cancer  while  performing  the

frefghter's  dutes  as  a  member  of  such  department  unless  the  contrary  is  shown  by

competent eiidence. As used in this secton, "infectous disease" means hepatts, human

immunodefciency  iirus,  meningits  and  tuberculosis.  Efectie  Noiember  10,  1999,  the

proiisions of this subsecton relatng to infectous disease shall apply.

 
Respondent argues that said presumpton is unconsttutonal as a special law.  Howeier, this issue was
addressed by the Court in City of Edmond is. Vernon, 2009 OK CIV APP 36, which applied said statutory
presumpton  in  a  cancer  claim  fled  by  a  frefghter.   Based  upon  the  Court’s  analysis,  I  reject
Respondent’s argument that the presumpton is unconsttutonal.  
 

Claimant testfed that he was exposed to a multtude of materials and fumes while fghtng
structure fres, iehicle fres, grass and brush fres and saliage and oierhaul fres and at the fre staton.
Claimant performed those job dutes for Respondent for two to three years before he receiied a cancer
diagnosis.  Claimant underwent a pre-employment physical that did not reieal cancer.  Afer Claimant’s
diagnosis of cancer, Claimant underwent genetc testng which was negatie.  Further, Dr. Jones noted
risk factors of goblet cell adenocarcinoma, of which Claimant had none of the risk factors.  Based upon
the totality of the eiidence, I fnd Claimant sustained a cumulatie trauma injury to the body as a whole
with consequental injury to the bilateral hands as a result of chemotherapy.

III. FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS

From reiiew of the record as a whole, including medical reports, documents and other maters
properly before the Commission, and haiing an opportunity to hear testmony of the Claimant and
obserie his demeanor, the following fndings of fact and conclusions of law are made in accordance with
85A O.S. §72:
 

I  am most  persuaded by  Dr.  Rosson’s  medical  reports,  which  are  most  consistent  with  my
fndings of fact in this claim regarding the alleged mechanism of injury.
 

Afer assigning weight and credibility to all eiidence submited, I fnd Claimant has proien by a
preponderance of  the eiidence he sustained a compensable injury to the WHOLE MAN (goblet cell
adenocarcinoma) with a date of awareness on January 26. 2023 and with CONSEQUENTIAL INJURIES TO
THE  BILATERAL  HANDS as  a  result  of  chemotherapy.   Based  on  Claimant’s  testmony,  the  treatng
medical records and the ratng medical reports ofered, I fnd Claimant has sustained 11% PPD to the
BODY AS A WHOLE (goblet cell adenocarcinoma) and 2% PPD to the RIGHT HAND and 2% PPD to the
LEFT  HAND  as  a  result  of  his  compensable  injury  and  consequental  injuries  and  is  enttled  to
compensaton as set forth below.
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Benefts due are ordered below.

IV. ORDER

The Commission, haiing considered the eiidence and records on fle, and being duly adiised in
the premises, FINDS AND ORDERS AS FOLLOWS:

1. Claimant sustained a compensable cumulatie trauma injury in the form of GOBLET CELL
ADENOCARCINOMA and CONSQUENTIAL INJURIES TO THE RIGHT AND LEFT HANDS arising in
the course and scope of employment with a date of awareness of January 26, 2023.

2. That claimant’s rates for permanent partal disability is adjudicated at $360.00, respectiely.
3. That as a result of said injury, claimant has sustained 11% Permanent Partal Disability to the

WHOLE MAN (goblet cell adenocarcinoma), 2% Permanent Partal Disability to the RIGHT
HAND  and  2%  Permanent  Partal  Disability  to  the  LEFT  HAND.   At  claimant’s  rate  of
compensaton, this  is  equal  to an award of  $17,424.00, which shall  be paid to claimant
weekly at the rate of $360.00 commencing October 22, 2024, untl the entre award is paid
in full.  All accrued amounts shall be paid in a lump sum.

4. That Claimant’s request for contnuing medical maintenance is GRANTED.
5. The  issues  of  temporary  total  disability  and  reimbursement  of  out-of-pocket  costs  are

reseried for future hearing.  
6. Maximum atorney fees of 20% of the permanent partal disability benefts are awarded

herein, pursuant to 85A O.S., §82.
7. That  pursuant  to  Title  85A  O.S.,  §118,  a  fnal  award  fee  of  one  hundred  forty  dollars

($140.00) is taxed as a cost in this mater, and shall be paid by respondent to the Workers’
Compensaton Commission if not preiiously paid.

8. Pursuant  to  40  O.S.,  §418,  the  Respondent-Insurer  shall  pay  to  the  Oklahoma  Tax
Commission  the  Special  Occupatonal  Health  and  Safety  tax  in  the  amount  of  $130.68,
representng  three-fourths  of  one  percent  of  the  total  workers'  compensaton  losses
ordered herein, excluding medical payments and temporary total disability compensaton.

9. Pursuant  to  85A  O.S.,  §122(B)(2),  Respondent,  if  OWN  RISK,  shall  pay  a  workers’
compensaton assessment  in  the amount  of  $348.48 to the Oklahoma Tax  Commission,
representng two percent (2%) of the (permanent disability benefts) herein.

10. Pursuant to 85A O.S. § 31(7), For injuries occurring on or afer July 1, 2019, a Multple Injury
Trust  Fund  assessment  in  the  amount  of  $522.72,  representng  (3%)  of  the  Claimant’s
permanent  partal  disability  award  shall  be  deducted  and  paid  to  the  Oklahoma  Tax
Commission by the Respondent.

IT IS SO ORDERED.

DONE this 9th day of APRIL, 2026.
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BY ORDER OF:

MOLLY H LAWYER
ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE

mp/CRichardson

     A copy of this order was sent by electronic mail or registered mail on this fle stamped date to:

Claimant's Atorney: JEFFREY M COOPER
415 NW 11TH STREET 
OKLAHOMA CITY, OK 73103 

Respondent's Atorney: JEANNE SNIDER
PO BOX 370 
NORMAN, OK 73070 

BRADLEY J MCCLURE
1327 N ROBINSON 
OKLAHOMA CITY, OK 73103-4848 

I do hereby certfy that the aboie and foregoing is a true and correct copy of the original order signed by the 
Judge herein. Witness by my hand and the ofcial seal of this Commission on this date.

Norma McRae
Commission Clerk
April 13, 2026


