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17. CONSIDERATION OF APPROVAL, REJECTION, AMENDMENT AND/OR 
POSTPONEMENT OF AWARDING RFP-2425-22, CONTRACT K-2425-75: BY AND 
BETWEEN THE CITY OF NORMAN, OKLAHOMA, AND HAPPY PLAYGROUNDS
L.L.C., IN THE AMOUNT OF $227,004; MAINTENANCE BOND MB-2425-26,
PERFORMANCE BOND B-2425-31; AND STATUTORY BOND B-2425-32 FOR THE 
WILLIAM MORGAN PARK PLAYGROUND PROJECT, AND RESOLUTION R-2425-75
GRANTING TAX EXEMPT STATUS.

475



Page 1 of 2 

 

 
CITY OF NORMAN, OK 
STAFF REPORT 

 

 

MEETING DATE: 12/10/2024 

REQUESTER: James Briggs, Park Development Manager 

PRESENTER: Jason Olsen, Director of Parks and Recreation 

ITEM TITLE: CONSIDERATION OF APPROVAL, REJECTION, AMENDMENT AND/OR 
POSTPONEMENT OF AWARDING RFP-2425-22, CONTRACT 
K-2425-75: BY AND BETWEEN THE CITY OF NORMAN, OKLAHOMA, 
AND HAPPY PLAYGROUNDS L.L.C., IN THE AMOUNT OF $227,004; 
MAINTENANCE BOND MB-2425-26, PERFORMANCE BOND B-2425-31; 
AND STATUTORY BOND B-2425-32 FOR THE WILLIAM MORGAN PARK 
PLAYGROUND PROJECT, AND RESOLUTION R-2425-75 GRANTING 
TAX EXEMPT STATUS. 

  

BACKGROUND: 

In October 2015, Norman residents passed the Norman Forward Initiative, which funds various 
projects through a ½ % sales tax increase over 15 years. The Norman Forward Initiative includes 
a project to improve existing neighborhood parks. The funds for this project are “pay-go,” 
meaning projects can only be completed once the funds are available. The overall NORMAN 
FORWARD Neighborhood Park Implementation Plan part 2 was presented to the Board of Park 
Commissioners in 2022 for approval.  

DISCUSSION: 
 
On September 21st and September 28th, 2024, RFP Number 2425-22 for the William Morgan 
Park Playground Project was advertised in the Norman Transcript. Requests for proposals were 
distributed directly to ten playground equipment vendors, five of whom responded with complete 
proposals.   
 
Parks and Recreation staff carefully evaluated the playground proposals based on how well each 
met the requested amenities as outlined in the RFP and the overall play value provided by the 
designs. The winning proposal stood out from the other proposals due to the number and variety 
of boulder sizes and age groups accommodated. All bidders were asked to maximize the 
$230,000 playground budget and design a playground with boulders of various heights so 
climbers of all ages and skill levels could be accommodated. When the different projects were 
compared, it was determined that the playground offered by Happy Playgrounds LLC best met 
the design requirements and had the greatest variety of equipment. 
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Staff recommends awarding Contract Number K-2425-75 to Happy Playgrounds LLC, totaling 
$227,004 for the William Morgan Park Playground Project. 

RECOMMENDATION 1: It is recommended that Request for Proposal RFP 2425-22 be awarded 
to Happy Playgrounds LLC, in the amount of $227,004 for the William Morgan Park Playground 
Project. The funding of $227,004 is available for this project in Norman Forward Neighborhood 
Parks Improvements, Construction (Account 51798830-46101; Project NFP101). 

RECOMMENDATION 2: It is further recommended that the City Council approve Contract K-
2425-75, Performance Bond B-2425-31, Statutory Bond B-2425-32, and Maintenance Bond MB-
2425-26 

RECOMMENDATION 3: It is further recommended that Happy Playgrounds, LLC, be authorized 
and appointed as project agent for the William Morgan Park Playground Project by Resolution 
R-2425-75 to avoid the payment of sales tax on materials and equipment purchases related to 
the project. 
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R-2425-75 
   
  A RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NORMAN, 

OKLAHOMA, AUTHORIZING AND APPOINTING HAPPY PLAYGROUNDS 
LLC AS PROJECT AGENT FOR THE WILLIAM MORGAN PARK 
PLAYGROUND PROJECT. 

 
1. WHEREAS, the City of Norman, Oklahoma, does hereby acknowledge that the 

tax-exempt status of this political subdivision is a significant factor in determining 
the agreed contract price bid by, Happy Playgrounds LLC., for the William Morgan 
Park Playground Project; and 

 
 2. WHEREAS, the City of Norman, Oklahoma, in compliance with State law, desires 

to confer on Happy Playgrounds LLC., its special State and Federal sales tax 
exemptions and in order to achieve such end, finds it necessary to appoint, as its 
direct purchasing agent, Happy Playgrounds LLC., to purchase materials which are 
in fact incorporated in and used on the William Morgan Park Playground Project; 
and 

 
 3. WHEREAS, this limited agent status is conferred with the express understanding 

that Happy Playgrounds LLC shall appoint employees and subcontractors as 
subagents who shall be authorized to make purchases on their behalf. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NORMAN, 
OKLAHOMA: 
 
 4. That the City of Norman, Oklahoma, on the           day of     2024, 

did appoint Happy Playgrounds LLC, who is involved in the William Morgan Park 
Playground Project, as agent of the City of Norman, Oklahoma, solely for the 
purpose of purchasing, on a tax-exempt basis, materials and tangible personal 
property to be used exclusively in the William Morgan Park Playground Project. 

 
PASSED AND ADOPTED this        day of                                   , 2024. 
 
       
____________________________________ 
Mayor 
        ATTEST: 
 
        ______________________________ 
        City Clerk
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CITY OF NORMAN 
Norman, Oklahoma 
10 December 2024 

 
TABULATION OF BID QUOTES 

WILLIAM MORGAN PARK PLAYGROUND PROJECT 
 
The following is a tabulation of quotes received by the City of Norman for the William Morgan 
Park Playground Project.  Funding for this project is available in the Capital Projects Account 
Number 051798830, Project Number NFP 101. 
 
Contractor     Bid Amount    
 
HAPPY PLAYGRUONDS, LLC 
(TULSA, OK)—OPTION 1    $229,973.00  
 
HAPPY PLAYGRUONDS, LLC 
(TULSA, OK)—OPTION 2    $227,004.00         
 
ACS PLAYGROUND ADVENTURES INC. 
(OKC, OK)     $230,000.00 
 
THE PLAYWELL GROUP, INC.    
(BOERNE, TX) —OPTION 1   $229,508.81 
 
PLAY BY DESIGN 
(TULSA, OK)     $230,000.00 
 
AB CREATIVE 
(DE SOTO, KS) —OPTION 1   $351,866.84 
 
AB CREATIVE 
(DE SOTO, KS) —OPTION 2   $229,874.46 
 
AB CREATIVE 
(DE SOTO, KS) —OPTION 3   $228,801.60 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  That the project be awarded to Happy Playgrounds LLC, in the amount 
of $227,004.00, as the best bidder to meet specifications. 
 
       City of Norman 
       
       Jason Olsen  
       Director of Parks and Recreation
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