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STATUS OF CODES IN OKLAHOMA
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• The Oklahoma Uniform Building Code Commission (OUBCC) adopts the minimum code 

for all jurisdictions in Oklahoma.

• Municipalities are required by statute to adopt these minimums and enforce them in a timely 

manner.

• September 14th 2021, the OUBCC adopted the 2018 I-Codes and 2017 NEC as the 

minimum standard for all commercial buildings.

• Effective September 14th 2022, the OUBCC informed the municipalities that the minimum 

standards for One and Two Family Dwellings/Townhouses will be the 2018 International 

Residential Code with modifications provided in their updated rules. Additionally the 2020 

NEC was adopted as the minimum standard for Electrical Work.



UPDATING THE CODES IN NORMAN
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• To stay in compliance with the state statute the City of Norman will need to update our 

codes to the 2018 I-Codes with modifications by the OUBCC.

• The base 2018 Code can be found on the ICC website here.

• The rule changes by the OUBCC can be found on their website here.

• An unofficial compilation of the state changes and base code can be found on UpCodes 

website here.

https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/IBC2018
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA3MTMuNjA3MDQyODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5vay5nb3Yvb3ViY2MvQ29kZXNfJl9SdWxlcy9Qcm9wb3NlZF9SdWxlcy9pbmRleC5odG1sIn0.ezYOpvzMdHLSqG1bCqxodDwAhTquqQOICTASeYt2BTQ/s/1053235964/br/139456425613-l
https://up.codes/viewer/oklahoma/irc-2018


UPDATING THE CODES IN 
NORMAN(CONT.)
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Staff has been on a continual outreach campaign over the past year to inform the Building Community and Public 

about the pending Code Changes.  The following are some of those highlights.

• Staff hosted a code review/change meeting on 7/28/22 to discuss significant changes to the code and seek input 

from the building community and public.

• A second code review/change meeting was held on 8/16/22 to complete discussions about significant changes to 

the code.

• Provided to meeting attendee’s and on our website is a “Code change request form” if anyone desired to submit a 

change to the code for consideration.

• Staff Recorded a Webinar and linked it at the front of the Development Services Website with the significant 

changes to the code so that anyone interested could see an overview of the coming code changes.

• Staff provided by email outreach to Builders, Designers, Trade Contractors and others who pulled permits in the 

prior calendar year detailed list of the significant changes to the various codes as well as the code change request 

form.

• Inspection and Office Staff continually educated Builders/Designers that the Codes would be updating to the 2018 

building codes and when interested offered resources to these individuals.



NOTABLE CHANGES (FEES)
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Update to the Base and Reinspection Fee. 

• Currently the Base/Re-inspection Fee is $25.00.

• This fee hasn’t been updated since 2006. 

• Proposing making the base/reinspect fee $35.00. (keeps the fee in-line with 

inflation)

• In Calendar Year 2021 we resulted over 27,000 Inspections. 

• 3,200 of these inspections were inspections with a Re-Inspect Fee. 

• In 2021 Staff issued over 4900 Trade Permits of these over 2100  had the Base 

Fee. These are typically stand alone permits such as Miscellaneous Electrical 

Work, Changing out of Plumbing items (water/sewer lines, water heaters), Heat 

and Air Work like Duct Replacements, Irrigation Sprinkler Systems.

Establish an after hours Inspection Fee.

• Proposing $200 minimum fee for two hours of inspection time and $75.00 for each hour thereafter.

Updating the Code to include the State mandated $4.00 permit fee obligated by the 

OUBCC with a .50 administration fee.  In the past it was determined this did not have to 

be in the City’s fee schedule but better practice is include it. 



NOTABLE CHANGES (FEES CONT.)
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Reinspect Fee Base Fee

Edmond $50 for 1st reinspection, $100

subsequent reinspection

$30 min. but they have 

qualifiers for added 

fixtures/appliances etc.

Oklahoma City $38.50 min. but this can be

more for trades i.e. plumbing 

reinspection $42.00

$28.00 but they have 

qualifiers for added 

fixtures/appliances etc.

Moore $30.00 $30.00 But they have 

qualifiers for added 

appliances/fixtures.

Yukon $30.00 for the 2 reinspection,

then $60.00 per reinspection

$35.00 Base fee.  Their fee 

structure closely resembles 

the City of Norman’s.



NOTABLE CHANGES(CONT.) 
IFC CODE FULLY ADOPTED.
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In past code cycles Fire Prevention has adopted the National Fire Protection 

Association 1 , Fire Code for existing buildings for annual inspections and 

separately adopted the International Fire Code for new construction.  This 

was not needed as the IFC adequately address’s the topics in the NFPA 1 and 

at times create conflicts where a newly build building could be in opposition 

to another city code.  

By having one code for Permitting and Annual Inspections this helps in having 

the Review Staff and Inspectors on the same page.



NOTABLE CHANGES (CONT.)
UNIVERSAL CHANGING STATIONS
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Proposing adding to the 2018 IBC 

(Commercial Code) adding language that 

requires a universal changing station for 

projects that require a Family Assisted 

Bathroom.  This would only impact some 

Assembly and Mercantile Occupants.   

Examples where it would be required.

• Restaurants with over 450 Occupants

• Church with over 675 Occupants

• Retail with over 3000 Occupants

• Theater or similar with over 570 

Occupants

For record this requirement is a part of 

the 2021 IBC.  



NOTABLE CHANGES (CONT.)
MANUAL J  AND S FOR MECHANICAL 

SYSTEMS TABLE R301.2(1),  N1103.7, M1401.3

While the code has always obligated heat and air 

systems to be designed per Manual J and S it was 

never a requirement that this submittal be obligated by 

the AHJ.  The code has been updated to require the 

AHJ to publish the climate conditions in Table 

R301.2(1).   The OUBCC went further and requires 

the AHJ to require documentation demonstrating 

compliance that the system is being designed in 

accordance with Manual J and S before issuing a 

mechanical permit for NEW residential permits.  This 

will be an impactful change to our permitting process 

and for the mechanical contractors.
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NOTABLE CHANGES (CONT.)
FOUNDATION EXCEPTIONS.
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Prior adoptions of the Residential Code allowed for 

exemption of unoccupied accessory buildings to be 

exempt from the foundation requirements in the code.  

But were silent regarding small occupied structures.  The 

language has been cleared up to reflect that small 

unoccupied structures less than 600 square feet and 

occupied structures less than 400 square feet are exempt 

from the foundation requirements of the residential code.  

But still must have some connection methods to the 

ground or footing/slab.

The clarification allows for economically feasible small 

accessory type storage buildings and limited small 

occupancies like a small workshop or tiny home to be 

built without a prescriptive footing or engineering.



NOTABLE CHANGES (CONT.)
FOUNDATION EXCEPTIONS.
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Prescriptive Code Foundation minimums. Fastening solutions but really only allowed by 

code with engineering or design work.



NOTABLE CHANGES (CONT.)
CHAPTER 11 ENERGY CODES 

The OUBCC updated the State wide minimum ERI to a 64.  Recently the 

City of Norman updated our score benchmark for the Energy Efficient 

Credit program to a benchmark of 57.

City of Norman’s Energy Efficient Credit 

HERS/ERI Program with a 57

47

or less

Builder pays no permit fees

48 Pays 05% of permit fees

49 Pays 10% of permit fees

50 Pays 15% of permit fees

51 Pays 20% of permit fees

52 Pays 25% of permit fees

53 Pays 30% of permit fees

54 Pays 35% of permit fees

55 Pays 40% of permit fees

56 Pays 45% of permit fees

57 Pays 50% of permit fees

OUBCC Current ERI
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PROPOSED COMMENT FORM 
ICE BARRIER AT EAVES OF HOMES
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We had an individual submit a Code Change 

request form.  Asking to modify the code to 

require Ice Barrier on the Eave (soffit) of homes 

for roofs that were being re-roofed but not new 

construction.  

See code section and narrative as provided. 



PROPOSED COMMENT FORM (CONT.)
ICE BARRIER TABLE 301.2(1) AND 905.1.2 

Roofing

• The OUBCC has determined that ice barrier’s are not 

required in the State of Oklahoma at the eaves.  

• The OUBCC added into the code to add a 36” ice barrier 

centered on all valleys.

• The OUBCC added into the code a 36” ice barrier at pitch 

changes.  This should be centered at the pitch change.

• These OUBCC determinations were made after a Technical 

committee of roofers/builders met for months and further 

considered by the State Commission that recommends 

adoption of the code.

• Oklahoma City recently had a two part discussion about this 

very topic as well and ultimately determined not to require 

the Ice Barrier at the eave of homes.

• While I obviously cannot say Ice Damning could never occur 

most existing and new construction do not have ice barrier’s 

installed at the eave and the reporting of cases with these 

issues are minimal. 14



QUESTIONS/COMMENTS/DIRECTION?
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Any questions?

Comments?

Staff Direction?


