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FHWA National Bridge Inspection 
Standards (NBIS)

• Originally published in 1971, creating the first 
nationally coordinated bridge inspection program

• Requires inspection of bridges on all public roads on 
and off federal highways

• Sets inspection intervals for bridges and includes 
guidance for more rigorous risk based intervals

• Establishes inspection procedures and qualifications 
of the personnel performing inspections

• Standardized documentation and reporting that 
include load posting



• Oklahoma Department of Transportation (ODOT) implements and manages 

NBIS inventory and reporting statewide 

• Inspection consultants are vetted by the state on a biennial basis

• Local governments select a single firm from the pool provided through state 

selection

• Inspections are completed on biennial basis 

• Some bridges require more rigorous inspection cycle established by NBIS

• Biennial report provided to the City detailing the condition and ratings

Inspection process







Typical Structure Design in Norman 



Design Overview
• The Public Works Department has an established project management manual 

that sets detailed process for project planning, organization, consultant selection, 
design, utility coordination, construction procurement and contract 
administration.

• The City follows Federal and State design criteria for bridge structures.



• Bridge design standards and 
guidelines

– Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)
– American Association of State Highway 

Transportation Officials (AASHTO)
– Oklahoma Department of Transportation 

(ODOT)

• Consultants are selected with 
adequate knowledge and expertise in 
structural requirements for bridges.

• All structures must meet Floodplain 
Regulations regarding hydraulics. 

• Engineering Design Criteria 
– 5011.G “Bridges shall be designed in 

accordance with AASHTO/ODOT criteria.”

Design Standards



Programming Overview
CIP Bridge maintenance program
• $1 Million dollars allocated annually for 

general maintenance
• Goal to perform general maintenance at all 

bridge locations within the next 5 years

Bridge maintenance bond program
• $50 Million dollars 
• 10 year construction cycle
• Year 1 projects shovel ready and scheduled 

for bid in early May
• Designs underway on upcoming projects



QUESTIONS?

Joseph Hill, Streets Program Manager
Joseph.hill@normanok.gov


