
 

CITY OF NOME 
P.O. Box 281 

Nome, Alaska 99762 
907.443.6663 

www.nomealaska.org 

MOONLIGHT WELLS PERMIT 
 
 

Date of Issuance: April 24, 2021  
 
Permittee: Shawn Pomrenke 
 Northwest Gold Diggers, LLC 
 P.O. Box 629 
 Nome, Alaska 99762 
 
 
Authorizing Resolution: R-21-XX-XX  
 
Authorized Activity: Placer Mining 
 
 

This permit authorizes only the named permittee, Shawn Pomrenke, dba 
Northwest Gold Diggers, LLC, to operate a placer mine within the Moonlight Wells 
Protection Area on the following properties: 

• MS 707 IXL Placer Claim 
• MS 1212 Bench Claim No. 4 Placer 

 
This permit is valid only for 2021. 
 
The State of Alaska APMA # 2812 and associated permits issued by the State of 
Alaska for the APMA are adopted as part of this permit. 
 
All placer mining and associated activities shall be in accordance with the terms 
and conditions set forth in this permit. 
 
For the area proposed for placer mining, identified above, the following best 
management practices (BMPs) should be used: 
 
1. Fuel handling and storage:  (severe to high risk activity) 
 

The owner has indicated that fuel for equipment will be hauled from outside the 
Moonlight Wells Protection Area (MWPA) in a 2,500-gallon fuel truck. A 500-
gallon, double walled, fuel tank is proposed for on-site storage of fuels. Provide 
for a spill kit on the delivery truck for any spills during fuel transfers. All fueling 
performed from the 500-gallon tank to the excavator or wash plant will be 
continuously observed during the fueling operation, and the tank will be 
securely locked when not in use. 
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All equipment working within the permitted area shall have absorbent materials 
on it to be used in the event of a petroleum spill. 

2. Hazardous materials:  (severe to high risk activity)

Lubricants, solvents, and oils should be secured and properly stored at all
times.

All waste oils and used filters should be carefully collected and disposed of at
an approved waste oil receiving facility.

No hazardous, ignitable, corrosive, reactive or EP toxic materials shall be used
or stored within the permitted properties.

A service truck will be used for daily servicing of equipment, but will be stored
outside the MWPA when not in use.

3. Trash handling on-site:  (high risk activity)

All trash generated at the mining site should be collected and disposed of at the
municipal landfill.  No trash or garbage shall be buried on site.

4. Process water pumping and holding pond operations:  (medium risk
activity) 

An existing pond in M.S. 707 No. 3 Above Discovery on Little Creek Placer will 
be used for process water extraction. The pond is estimated to contain about 3 
million-gallons and will be pumped 10 to 12 hours/day – estimated in the 
30,000 to 40,000 gal./day range.  The process water will flow through a settling 
pond on M.S. 1193 No. 5 Below on Cooper Gulch Placer and is intended to be 
returned to the extraction pond on M.S. 707. 

Any increased withdrawal rates, resulting in a daily drawdown of the pond 
exceeding 12-inches, should be brought to the City’s attention for review and 
additional monitoring of the static levels of the Moonlight Wells.   

The holding pond, which is located just outside the Protected Area 
boundary, was created as a mining cut in 2018 and has no obvious signs 
of breakouts or breaching. 
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5. Depth of cuts for ore-bearing gravel extraction:   

 
Excavation to depths of 35-45 feet are anticipated. If groundwater seeps or 
standing water is encountered, excavation will cease, and the area will be 
backfilled with a minimum of 2 feet of low permeability (high fines content) soils 
to cover the groundwater.  
 

6. Pit privies in the Protected Area:  (high risk activity) 
 

There is no pit privy at the mining site.  A “Porta Potty” may be used within the 
MWPA if needed. 

 
7. Restoration details:  (moderate risk activity) 

 
The referenced DNR permitting process also covers restoration activities.  The 
periodic inspections by the City Engineer or City representative should include 
a review of the restoration work and identification of any remedial work that is 
needed within the Protected Area.  The BMP for this activity is compliance with 
DNR guidelines, and a rational approach to restoring lines and grades to 
disturbed lands; along with restoring natural drainage patterns to minimize 
erosion and down gradient silt transport. 

 
 

Further conditions of the permit are: 
 
A. Any modifications to this permit must be submitted to the City Engineer for 

review and approval. 
  
B. The permittee shall allow the City Manager or his representative access to the 

permitted sites at reasonable times to conduct scheduled or unscheduled 
inspections or tests to determine compliance with the permit, City laws, and 
regulations. 

  
C. The permittee hereby agrees to hold the City of Nome harmless, and indemnify 

the City of Nome, from and against any and all loss damages to the Moonlight 
Wells municipal water supply caused by or resulting from the acts or omissions 
of the permittee, its agents, employees, subcontractors, suppliers or assigns. 

 
D. The permittee hereby agrees to provide proof of insurance in the form of an 

ACCORD certificate to the City of Nome, and, if requested by Nome, a copy of 
one or more policies referenced in the certificate.   

 
E. Failure to comply with conditions of the permit shall be grounds for immediate 

suspension of the permit by the City until corrective action has been taken and 
approved by the City.  Non-compliance reports and a report of corrective action 
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shall be transmitted to the City Engineer for review.  The City Engineer, upon 
notice from the City, shall review compliance reports and may recommend 
termination of the permit for repeated non-compliance with permit conditions. 

 
F. The permit is effective upon approval of the Nome City Council, by Resolution 

and only when the City Engineer has issued a written notice to proceed. 
 
The permittee, by signing the permit shall agree to the conditions contained 
therein. 
 
 

DATED this ______ day of __________, 2021. 
 
CITY OF NOME, ALASKA 
 
 
By: __________________________________ 

City Manager 
 

ATTEST: 
 
 
___________________________ 
Bryant Hammond, City Clerk 
 
 
     RECEIVED and ACKNOWLEDGED this _____ 
     Day of ___________, 2021. 
 
     Northwest Gold Diggers, LLC 
 
 

By: __________________________________ 
Permit applicant: Shawn Pomrenke 
 
 

Attachments: 
 
Moonlight Wells Permit Application 
Pomrenke – Plan of Operations 2021-2022 Season dated April 22, 2021 
State of Alaska APMA # 2812 





11-15-2021

End date discussed with Shawn Pomrenke on 04/23/2021
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