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Caution! This message was sent from outside your organization.

Mr. Hammond,
 
Please see attached letter requesting local planning review for the upcoming Seppala Drive
Upgrades project. 
 

I will be on leave from the 29th through December 13th but would be available after that if the
Planning Commission has questions or would like DOT&PF to present at a Planning Commission
Meeting.    
 
Christopher Johnston, P.E.
Engineering Manager | Northern Region Design | Alaska Department of Transportation & Public
Facilities
2301 Peger Road, Fairbanks, AK 99709 | (907)451-2322 | chris.johnston@alaska.gov
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“Keep Alaska Moving through service and infrastructure.” 
 


Department of Transportation and 
Public Facilities 


 
NORTHERN REGION 


Design & Engineering Services 
 


2301 Peger Road 
Fairbanks, AK 99709-5316 


Main: 907-451-2273 
TDD:  907-451-2363 


dot.alaska.gov 
 


November 24, 2021 
 
Nome Planning Commission 
P.O. Box 281 
Nome, AK 99762 
 
Re:  Seppala Drive Upgrades 
  Z62003000 / 000S828 
   
Dear Nome Planning Commission: 
 
The enclosed plans are submitted for your review and comment, and for determination of compliance 
with local planning and zoning ordinances.  Under AS 35.30.020, the Department of Transportation and 
Public Facilities (DOT&PF) must comply with local planning and zoning ordinances and other 
regulations in the same manner and to the same extent as other landowners.  If you believe DOT&PF’s 
construction of this project would result in a violation of planning, zoning, or other regulations 
generally applicable to landowners, please identify the portions of the project that would be in 
violation, and the specific planning, zoning, or other regulations that you believe would be violated. 
 
Pursuant to AS 35.30.010, you have 90 days from delivery of the plans to provide comments on the 
project and to notify DOT&PF whether the project violates any planning, zoning, or other 
regulations.  If comments are not received within this time frame, DOT&PF is authorized to proceed 
with the project. 


 
Thank you for attention to this matter 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Christopher Johnston, P.E. 
Engineering Manager 
 
Enclosure  
CFJ/las 
  
Copy to: Preconstruction\Projects 
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USFWS recommends implementing current BMPs to minimize the introduction and proliferation 
of invasive species. 


There are four active contaminated sites along the project corridor. Two sites are located at the 
airport (Evergreen Helicopters and Mark Air Hangers), one site at the Crowley Tank Farm on F 
Street and one site at the east side of the Harbor. 


WORK ZONE TRAFFIC CONTROL 


This project is significant for traffic control as defined in Section 1400.2 of the Highway 
Preconstruction Manual. The contractor will develop a Traffic Control Plan during construction. 


Seppala Drive from the airport to Center Creek Road is a dead end with no detour route. This 
stretch of road serves the airport terminal, and access must be maintained during construction. 


Jafet Road is the only access to the port area, which serves many commercial uses (including the 
City jetty, water treatment plant, power plant, and post office) and one residence. Access through 
this intersection and across the Snake River Bridge must be maintained during construction. 


Center Creek Road, Little Creek Road, and Bering Street can provide detour access from the 
airport to downtown Nome during replacement of the Dry Creek culvert and road closures. 
Downtown Nome itself is laid out on a grid system. From F Street to Bering Street, the contractor 
may consider closing portions of the road and detouring traffic to the adjacent streets. 


VALUE ENGINEERING 


Value engineering is not required for this project. 


COST ESTIMATE 


The estimated costs for this project are as follows: 
Design 


Utilities 


Right ofWay 


Construction 
(Includes 15% Engineering) 


Total Cost of Project 


10 


$737,754.31 


$1,000,000 


$300,000 


$12,897,356.92 


$14,935,111.23 
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