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July 8, 2021 
 
Mayor John Handeland 
CITY OF NOME 
P.O. Box 281 
Nome, AK 99762 

  
RE: SUPPORT FOR USDOT RAISE GRANT APPLICATION TO FUND DESIGN OF 
NOME’S LOCAL SERVICE FACILITIES (LSF)  

  
Dear Mayor Handeland,  

 
It was exciting to hear news of the Arctic Deep Draft Port project being 

authorized through Congress and signed by the President at the end of last year.  What a 
milestone achievement for the City of Nome!  I’m sure you and your team are both 
relieved and proud but won’t waste a minute getting to the task of designing the external 
components that are identified as Local Service Facilities (LSF) and the responsibility of 
the local sponsor.   

These external components, consisting of deep water docks, mooring dolphins, 
access roads, a bridge and utilities, are essential to the Port of Nome’s ability to service 
the maritime industry in the U.S. Arctic.  Multiple deep water docks will alleviate the 
growing risks associated with anchoring deep-draft tankers, cruise ships and national 
security vessels offshore, making it necessary to lighter fuel between vessels, and transfer 
provisions, equipment, passengers and crew to and from shore.  These movements can 
frequently encounter weather conditions that even when mild, will present a 2-3 foot 
swell with 15 knot winds that require skilled mariners to ensure the safety of all souls 
aboard the lighter vessels.      

These deep water docks will enable these larger vessels to shelter in a secure 
location to conduct operations safely and connect to vital utility components such as; 
fuel, electricity, water and communications.  The modernization of the Port of Nome will 
provide the first Arctic Deep Draft Port in the nation, and it is with this in mind that we 
announce our support the City of Nome in their application to obtain funds for the design 
of the LSF features, as critical elements of this deep draft port facility in the Arctic, 
serving the region, the state, national security and the Arctic maritime fleet.      
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Thank you for your consideration and work on this important project. 
 
Respectfully,  
 
 
 
 
Senator  Donald C. Olson 
District T 
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Mr. Bruce Sexauer     Alaska Congressional Delegation 

Alaska District Corps of Engineers   Congressman Don Young 

Civil Works Project Management Branch  Senator Lisa Murkowski 

CEPOA-PM-C      Senator Dan Sullivan 

JBER, AK 99506-0898 

December 19, 2019 

Subject: Support for Arctic Deep Draft Port in Nome 

Dear Mr. Sexauer and Honorable Members of Congress: 

I am writing on behalf of Fugro USA to express our strong support for the proposed Arctic deep draft 

port in Nome. Fugro is a leading private sector geo-specialist company with decades of experience 

working in Alaska’s Arctic waters. We believe the port development is a strategic and necessary step in 

building Alaska’s Arctic infrastructure.  

As a nation, we are not yet prepared to capitalize on the increasingly accessible Arctic. Less than 20% 

percent of US Arctic waters are mapped and there is not a single deep draft port in the region. Without 

accurate bathymetry and adequate portage, we are ill equipped to accommodate the increased size and 

volume of vessels operating in the Arctic. 

Safe transit is critical to the region’s continued economic development. Serving as a hub for shipping 

commercial goods and construction materials, the Port of Nome is also an important resupply stop for 

vessels, not to mention a bourgeoning destination for cruise ships and a key support to the region’s 

commercial fishing industry. Expanding Nome’s port will ensure all these activities can grow sustainably, 

without harm to the natural environment or negative impacts to residents. Additionally, the improved 

facilities will enhance domain awareness and preparedness as trans-Arctic trade routes and voyages 

increase from year to year. 

In short, a deep draft port in Nome is of significant importance to Alaska as a state, and to the nation as 

a whole. Its development will serve many interests, from maritime safety to economic development to 

emergency response and national security. 

Sincerely, 

 

Rada Khadjinova 

General Manager-Alaska 




