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July 23, 2021 

City of New Meadows 
ATTN: Mayor Julie Good 
Sent via email 

Subject: Water System Improvements Project, Engineer’s Recommendation to Award 

Dear Mayor Good: 

On July 22, 2021, three responsive bids were received from qualified public works contractors to 
complete the City of New Meadows’ Water System Improvements Project. Mountain Waterworks has 
reviewed the bids, and S&L Underground submitted the lowest responsive bid in the amount of 
$599,200. The bid received is attached to this letter. 

Mountain Waterworks reviewed S&L Underground’s bid package for completeness and all bid 
requirements were met. While the bid amounts did exceed the amount originally budgeted for this 
phase of the project, the bidding environment was competitive, and the low bid was comparable to 
those received from Cascade Enterprises and Cougar Excavation for the same well-related work 
during the last round of bidding.  

Mountain Waterworks recommends the City of New Meadows accept the bid from S&L Underground 
and move forward with the award process based on the following factors:  

1. Competitive bidding environment (3 bidders) with comparable bid prices on the well-related
work to the two bids received during the last round of bidding.

2. Low bidder S&L Underground was $194,300 lower than the next highest bidder.
3. S&L Underground is a highly qualified heavy civil contractor that has extensive experience in

constructing municipal water and wastewater projects in northern and central Idaho, on
projects designed by Mountain Waterworks as well as other firms.

4. The City has drilled a 500-gpm well, and completion of this phase of the project is necessary
to take advantage of the additional water supply, fire flow, and source redundancy it will
provide.

5. Additional supply is necessary to accommodate future community growth that can be used
to offset the impact to water rates of new facilities.

6. Rebidding the project carries the risks of receiving fewer bids and awarding to a less qualified
contractor, awarding at a higher cost, or both, and there is no guarantee that costs will go
down in the future.

7. Funding is available to move forward with this portion of the project, and the scope of future
phases can be revised if necessary to accommodate budgetary constraints.

Please contact me with questions or comments you may have, and we look forward to discussing the 
next steps in this project further at the next City Council meeting.  

Sincerely, 

Mountain Waterworks 

Ed Stowe, P.E., Project Manager 

Attached: Bid Summary, S&L Underground Bid 
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Summary of Bids Received

Owner: City of New Meadows 
Project: Water System Improvements Project

Project No: 197.0010
Bid Opening: July 22, 2021, 3:00 PM 

Pay Item No. Description Unit Qty Unit Price Amount Unit Price Amount Unit Price Amount
2.01 Mobilization and Demobilization LS 1 52,000.00$    52,000.00$                 39,000.00$    39,000.00$      50,000.00$     50,000.00$        
2.02 Construction Surveying LS 1 25,000.00$    25,000.00$                 2,500.00$      2,500.00$        10,000.00$     10,000.00$        
2.03 Fencing LS 1 49,000.00$    49,000.00$                 18,000.00$    18,000.00$      14,000.00$     14,000.00$        
2.04 Project Sign LS 1 1,000.00$      1,000.00$                    1,000.00$      1,000.00$        1,200.00$        1,200.00$           
2.05 Submersible Well Pump and Installation LS 1 139,000.00$  139,000.00$               130,000.00$  130,000.00$    115,000.00$   115,000.00$      
2.06 Well House-Site Grading and Drainage LS 1 117,000.00$  117,000.00$               36,000.00$    36,000.00$      32,000.00$     32,000.00$        
2.07 Well House-Yard Piping LS 1 57,000.00$    57,000.00$                 64,000.00$    64,000.00$      35,000.00$     35,000.00$        
2.08 Gravel Access Road LS 1 97,000.00$    97,000.00$                 84,000.00$    84,000.00$      20,000.00$     20,000.00$        
2.09 Well House-Structural LS 1 247,000.00$  247,000.00$               215,000.00$  215,000.00$    120,000.00$   120,000.00$      
2.1 Well House-Mechanical LS 1 81,000.00$    81,000.00$                 51,000.00$    51,000.00$      58,000.00$     58,000.00$        

2.11 Well House-Electrical LS 1 154,000.00$  154,000.00$               72,000.00$    72,000.00$      75,000.00$     75,000.00$        
2.12 Well House- Instrumentation and Control LS 1 44,000.00$    44,000.00$                 66,000.00$    66,000.00$      55,000.00$     55,000.00$        
2.13 Well House-HVAC LS 1 17,000.00$    17,000.00$                 15,000.00$    15,000.00$      14,000.00$     14,000.00$        

-$                             -$                  -$                    
-$                             -$                  -$                    

1,080,000.00$           793,500.00$   599,200.00$     TOTAL FOR BID SCHEDULE  

Blue Sky TML S&L
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