Colorado River Wildfire Collaborative

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

USDI, BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT, COLORADO RIVER VALLEY
FIELD OFFICE, UPPER COLORADO RIVER DISTRICT

AND

USDI, BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT, GRAND JUNCTION FIELD

OFFICE - thd

AND

USDA, FOREST SERVICE, WHITE RIVER NATIONAL FOREST, RIFLE

RANGER DISTRICT

AND

USFS, GMUG (Grand Mesa, Uncompahgre and Gunnison National Forests) thd

AND
COLORADO STATE FOREST SERVICE
AND
COLORADO PARKS AND WILDLIFE
AND
COLORADO RIVER FIRE RESCUE
AND
DE BEQUE FIRE PROTECTION
DISTRICT
AND
GRAND VALLEY FIRE PROTECTION
DISTRICT
AND
LOWER VALLEY FIRE DISTRICT
AND
PLATEAU VALLEY FIRE DISTRICT
AND
GLENWOOD SPRINGS RURAL FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT
AND
METRO DISTRICT OF BATTLEMENT MESA
AND
GARFIELD COUNTY

AND

MESA COUNTY
AND

TOWN OF SILT
AND

CITY OF RIFLE
AND

TOWN OF NEWCASTLE
AND
CITY OF GLENWOOD SPRINGS

AND
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METRO DISTRICT OF BATTLEMENT MESA/BMSA (SERVICE
ASSOCIATION)
AND
TOWN OF PARACHUTE
AND
TOWN OF DE BEQUE
AND
TOWN OF COLLBRAN
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This MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING (MOU) is hereby made and entered
into by and between Garfield County, Mesa County, The City of Rifle, The Town of
New Castle, The Town of Silt, The Town of Parachute, The City of Glenwood Springs,
Town of De Beque, Town of Collbran, Metro District of Battlement Mesa, Colorado
River Fire Rescue, Grand Valley Fire Protection District, De Beque Fire Protection
District, Glenwood Springs Rural Fire Protection District, Colorado State Forest Service,
Colorado Parks and Wildlife, and The Bureau of Land Management Colorado River
Field Office ad the BLM Grand Junction Field Office, hereinafter referred to as Parties,
Members, or Cooperators, and the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA),
Forest Service, White River National Forest, Rifle Ranger District, and the Grand Mesa,
Uncompahgre and Gunnison (GMUG) National Forests.

Background: The Colorado River Wildfire Collaborative works to empower all people to
take action to reduce risk in their communities to protect people, property, and places
from wildfire loss. The Parties recognize, accept, and respect the differences in missions,
goals, and objectives of each other. However, wildfire does not recognize or respect
jurisdictional boundaries. The Parties therefore will work collaboratively and in a
coordinated fashion to achieve the shared goals of the MOU.

Title: Colorado River Wildfire Collaborative (CRWC)

I.  PURPOSE: The purpose of this MOU is to document the cooperation between the
parties to establish the Collaborative as an informal, unincorporated collaborative
organization, in which the members set mutual goals and priorities, utilize existing
forest management tools and legal authorities, and align their decisions on where
to make the investments needed to achieve the purpose and goals set forth for the
Colorado River Wildfire Collaborative and in accordance with the following
provisions.

Il. STATEMENT OF MUTUAL BENEFIT AND INTERESTS:

The Colorado River Wildfire Collaborative works to reduce wildfire risk by
identifying, prioritizing, and implementing strategic cross-boundary plans and
projects aimed at creating fire resilient landscapes and fire-adapted communities
while focusing on community engagement, education, and inclusion.

In entering into this MOU, the Cooperators and the U.S. Forest Service recognize
that the parties share certain common interests and goals, which include the
following:

e  Meaningful and ongoing engagement of stakeholders located in the
forest and downstream in the development of strategies to achieve
outcomes and foster support for the implementation of those
strategies.

e  Arregional network of resilient forests and communities that are
better able to absorb and recover from current and future stressors
and disturbances.

e A collaboratively developed and supported fire management strategy



Colorado River Wildfire Collaborative

(wildland and prescribed) so that wildfires are safely and effectively
extinguished when and where needed, but also in the right
circumstances.

Resilient landscapes and infrastructure that support water quality and
quantity needs, habitat for robust and healthy flora and fauna,
livestock grazing, as well as recreation opportunities for residents and
visitors to enjoy now and in the future.

Active management to enhance forest health and reduce wildfire risk
based on the best available data and contemporary science to inform
the development and application of on-the-ground activities including

landscape scale and cross boundary projects where needed. This
includes the use of the best available science that will help
stakeholders understand how a changing climate will impact our
landscapes and ecosystems, while also looking for opportunities to
improve understanding through local research.

e  Promoting the personal responsibility of residents who live in wildfire

risk areas to prepare as follows:

*homes are built or improved to best resist wildfire;

*defensible space around homes is created and maintained;

* insurance policies are regularly updated,;

*emergency alerts are receivable and acted upon;

*evacuation plans are learned and understood;

*community mitigation initiatives are engaged in and are sought.

e  Develop and implement risk assessment and strategies to evaluate
critical infrastructure and increase overall resiliency to wildfire and to
lessen the long-term effects that wildfires have on our stream corridors,
water infrastructure, and community assets.

To accomplish the above goals, each party commits to:

Work within their own statutory and regulatory authorities, including
planning and decision-making requirements where applicable.
Collaborate and coordinate to implement this MOU to achieve the
purpose and goals expressed herein.

In consideration of the above premises, the parties agree as follows:

I11. THE COOPERATORS SHALL:

A. Provide a liaison to link the parties of this MOU together.

B. Coordinate with the U.S. Forest Service, non-profit organizations, for-profit
organizations, institutions of higher education, federal, state, local, and
Native American tribe governments, and individuals.

IV.THE COOPERATORS SHALL:
(For Non-Profits and Non-Governmental Organizations Only)

A. Provide a liaison to link the parties of this MOU together.
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B. Coordinate with the U.S. Forest Service, non-profit organizations, for-profit
organizations, institutions of higher education, federal, state, local, and
Native American tribe governments, and individuals.

C. ASSURANCE REGARDING FELONY CONVICTION OR TAX
DELINQUENT STATUS FOR CORPORATE ENTITIES. This agreement is
subject to the provisions contained in the Department of Interior, Environment,
and Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2012, P.L. No. 112-74, Division E,
Section 433 and 434 regarding corporate felony convictions and corporate federal
tax delinquencies. Accordingly, by entering into this agreement Cooperators
acknowledges that it: 1) does not have a tax delinquency, meaning that it is not
subject to any unpaid Federal tax liability that has been assessed, for which all
judicial and administrative remedies have been exhausted or have lapsed, and that
IS not being paid in a timely manner pursuant to an agreement with the authority
responsible for collecting the tax liability, and (2) has not been convicted (or had
an officer or agent acting on its behalf convicted) of a felony criminal violation
under any Federal law within 24 months preceding the agreement, unless a
suspending and debarring official of the USDA has considered suspension or
debarment is not necessary to protect the interests of the Government. If
Cooperators fail to comply with these provisions, the U.S. Forest Service will
annul this agreement and may recover any funds Cooperators has expended in
violation of sections 433 and 434.

V. THE U.S. FOREST SERVICE SHALL.:
A. Provide a liaison to link the parties of this MOU together.

B. Ensure that all planning and site-based data collection activities comply with
forest plans, National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) documents, and all
applicable laws and regulations.

C. Coordinate with the Parties to this MOU, non-profit organizations, for-profit
organizations, institutions of higher education, federal, state, local, and
Native American tribe governments, and individuals.

D. Execute necessary instrument(s) to allow Cooperator(s) to complete mutually
agreed to activities and projects on National Forest System lands, which includes
but is not limited to, providing Cooperator(s) and its agents access to federal lands
to perform project implementation, maintenance, and monitoring activities at
project sites.

E. Following completion of project implementation and the achievement of all
required performance standards for given sites, act as the long-term steward of
project sites, conducting any required maintenance.
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VI. IT IS MUTUALLY UNDERSTOOD AND AGREED BY
AND BETWEEN THE PARTIES THAT:

A. The Parties recognize, accept, and respect the differences in
missions, goals, and objectives of each other. However, wildfire
does not recognize or respect jurisdictional boundaries. The
Parties therefore agree to work collaboratively and in a
coordinated fashion to achieve the purpose and goalss sought
and described in this MOU.

B. The Parties acknowledge that any Party to this MOU may
participate in local activities or implement decisions related to
forestry management as part of their site-specific obligations,
responsibilities, and authorities. This MOU is not meant to
supplant any Party's discretionary authority to make decisions
about forest management or wildfire response associated with
their individual jurisdictions.

C. This MOU is non-binding and does not obligate any funds of the
Parties. As funding and resources are available and authorized (as
determined in each Party’s sole discretion), the Parties will provide
technical, human, and/or financial support to the Partnership under an
appropriate authority, as applicable, and by separate instrument(s).

D. PRINCIPAL CONTACTS. Individuals listed below are

authorized to act in their respective areas for matters related to

this agreement.

Garfield County Program Contact

Garfield County Administrative Contact

John Martin, Chairman

Garfield County Board of County
Commissioners

108 8th St, Glenwood Springs CO 81601
970-945-5004
jmartin@garfield-county.com

Chris Bornholdt

Commander, Garfield County Emergency
Operations

107 8th St, Glenwood Springs CO 81601
970-945-0453 x 1012
cbornholdt@garcosheriff.com

Mesa County Program Contact

Mesa County Administrative Contact

Andy Martsolf

Mesa County Emergency Management
215 Rice St., Grand Junction CO 81501
970-244-1800
andrew.martsolf@mesacounty.us

Andy Martsolf

Mesa County Emergency Management
215 Rice St., Grand Junction CO 81501
970-244-1800
andrew.martsolf@mesacounty.us
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City of Rifle Program Contact

City of Rifle Administrative Contact

Tommy Klein
City Manager
970-989-3149
tklein@rifleco.org

Tommy Klein
City Manager
970-989-3149
tklein@rifleco.org

Town of New Castle Program Contact

Town of New Castle Admin. Contact

David Reynolds

Town Administrator

Town of New Castle

450 W. Main Street

New Castle, CO 81647
970-984-2311
dreynolds@newcastlecolorado.org

Rochelle Firth

Assistant to the Town Administrator, P1O
Town of New Castle

450 W. Main Street

New Castle, CO 81647

970-984-2311
rfirth@newcastlecolorado.org

Town of Silt Program Contact

Town of Silt Administrative Contact

Trey Fonner

(970) 876-2353 Ext. 106
231 N. 7th Street

PO Box 70

Silt, CO 81652
trey@townofsilt.org

Amie Tucker

(970) 876-2353 Ext. 104
231 N. 7th Street

PO Box 70

Silt, CO 81652
atucker@townofsilt.org

Town of Parachute
Program Contact

Town of Parachute
Administrative Contact

Travis Elliott

Town Manager

Town of Parachute

222 Grand Valley Way
Parachute, CO 81635
970-665-1147
telliott@parachutecolorado.com

Teresa Beecraft

Finance Director

Town of Parachute

222 Grand Valley Way
Parachute, CO 81635
970-665-1145
tbeecraft@parachutecolorado.com
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Town of De Beque Program Contact

Town of De Beque Administrative
Contact

Care’ Mclnnis

Town Manager
cmcinnis@debeque.org
970-270-3290

PO Box 60, 381 Mintur Ave, De
Beque, CO 81630

Care’ Mclnnis

Town Manager
cmcinnis@debeque.org
970-270-3290

Evelyn Giertz
Administrative Assistant
egiertz@debeque.org
(970) 283-5475 ext 108
PO Box 60

381 Mintur Ave, De Beque, CO
81630

Metro District Battlement Mesa
Program Contact

Metro District Battlement Mesa Admin.
Contact

Vinnie Tomasulo
vtomasulo@bmmetro.com

970-285-9050

401 Arroyo DriveBattlement Mesa, CO 81635

Vinnie Tomasulo
vtomasulo@bmmetro.com
970-285-9050

401 Arroyo DriveBattlement
Mesa, CO 81635

Town of Collbran Program Contact

Town of Collbran Administrative Contact

Melonie Matarozzo

Town Administrator

Town of Collbran

1010 High Street

Collbran, Co 81624

970-487-3751
townmanager@townofcollbran.us

Melonie Matarozzo

Town Administrator

Town of Collbran

1010 High Street

Collbran, Co 81624

970-487-3751
townmanager@townofcollbran.us

City of Glenwood Springs
Program Contact

City of Glenwood Springs
Administrative Contact

Steve Boyd

970-384-6422

101 West 8th Street
Glenwood Springs, CO 81601
steve.boyd@cogs.us

Steve Boyd

970-384-6422

101 West 8th Street
Glenwood Springs, CO 81601
steve.boyd@cogs.us
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Colorado River Fire Protection District
Program Contact

Colorado River Fire Protection District
Administrative Contact

Zach Pigati

Division Chief of Operations
and Wildland

1850 Railroad Ave
Rifle, CO 81650
970-319-8787
zach.pigati@crfr.us

PJ Tillman
Administrative Director
1850 Railroad Ave

Rifle, CO 81650
970-625-1243
pj.tillman@crfr.us

Grand Valley Fire Protection District
Program Contact

Grand Valley Fire Protection District
Administrative Contact

Chris Jackson

Deputy Fire Chief

0124 Stone Quarry Road
Parachute, CO 81635
970-285-9119
opschief@gvfpd.org

Kim Reeves
Administrative Specialist
0124 Stone Quarry Road
Parachute, CO 81635
970-285-9119
admin@gvfpd.org

De Beque Fire Protection
District Program Contact

De Beque Fire Protection
District Administrative Contact

Forest Matis
Fire Chief

4580 1-70 Frontage Rd, De Beque, CO
81630

970-201-4088
forest.matis@debequefire.org

Jason Lee

Captain

4580 1-70 Frontage Rd, De Beque, CO
81630

970-283-8632
jason.lee@debequefire.org

Lower Valley Fire Protection
District Program Contact

Lower Valley Fire Protection
District Administrative Contact

Travis Holder

Fire Marshal

970-296-4258
tholder@Ivfdfire.org

168 N Mesa St., Fruita CO 81521

Frank Cavaliere

Fire Chief

970-858-3133
fcavaliere@lvfdfire.org

168 N Mesa St., Fruita CO 81521
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Plateau Valley Fire Protection
District Program Contact

Plateau Valley Fire Protection
District Administrative Contact

Karl Belden

49084 Ke %2 Rd, Mesa CO 81643
970-261-9773
K.beldenjr@pvfiredept.org

Eric Bruton

Acting Fire Chief

49084 Ke %2 Rd., Mesa CO 81643
970-261-9773
e.bruton@pvfiredept.org

Glenwood Springs Rural Fire
Protection District Contact

Glenwood Springs Rural Fire Protection
District Administrative Contact

Gary Tillotson
101 W 8th Street
Glenwood Springs, CO 81601

Telephone: 970-384-6480
Email: gary.tillotson@cogs.us

Mina Bolton

101 W 8th

Street

Glenwood Springs, CO 81601
Telephone: 970-384-6436
Email:mina.bolton@cogs.us

Colorado State Forest Service
Program Contact

Colorado State Forest Service
Administrative Contact

Ron Cousineau

Northwest Area

PO Box 69

Granby, CO 80446

Telephone: 970-217-7022

Email: ron.cousineau@colostate.edu

Scott Woods

9769 W 119th Drive, Suite 12
Broomfield, CO 80021

Telephone: 303-404-9057
Email:scott.woods@colostate.edu

Colorado Parks and Wildlife
Program Contact

Colorado Parks and Wildlife
Administrative Contact (alt contact)

Molly West
711 Independent Ave

Grand Junction, CO 81504
Telephone: 970-250-3818
Email: molly.west@state.co.us

Ivan Archer

711 Independent Ave

Grand Junction, CO 81504
Telephone: 970-200-4026
Email:ivan.archer@state.co.us
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Bureau of Land Management,

Colorado River Valley Field Office
Program Contact

Bureau of Land Management, Colorado

River Valley Field Office
Administrative Contact

Chad Sewell

2300 River Frontage Road
Silt, CO 81652

Telephone: 970-876-9030
Email: csewell@blm.gov

Larry Sandoval

2300 River Frontage Road
Silt, CO 81652

Telephone: 970-876-9002
Email: Isandoval@blm.gov

Principal U.S. Forest Service Contacts:

U.S. Forest Service
Program Manager Contact

U.S. Forest Service
Administrative Contact

Clark Woolley, Partnership
Coordinator 900 Grand Avenue
Glenwood Springs, CO
Telephone: 970-948-9803
Email: clark.woolley@usda.gov

Alex Specht, Grants Management Specialist
900 Grand Ave

Glenwood Springs, CO 81601

Telephone: 605-515-8812

Email: alex.specht@usda.gov

E. NOTICES. Any communications affecting the operations
covered by this agreement given by the U.S. Forest Service or
Cooperators is sufficient only if in writing and delivered in
person, mailed, or transmitted electronically by e-mail or fax, as

follows:

To the U.S. Forest Service Program Manager, at the address
specified in the MOU.

To Cooperators, at Cooperator address shown in the
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MOU or such other address deXgnated within the MOU.

Notices are effective when delivered in accordance with this
provision, or on the effective date of the notice, whichever is
later.

F. PARTICIPATION IN SIMILAR ACTIVITIES. This MOU in no
way restricts the U.S. Forest Service or Cooperators from
participating in similar activities with other public or private
agencies, organizations, and individuals.

G. ENDORSEMENT. Any of Cooperator’sontributions made under
this MOU do not by direct reference or implication convey U.S.
Forest Service endorsement of Cooperators’ products or activities.

H. NONBINDING AGREEMENT. This MOU creates no right,
benefit, or trust responsibility, substantive or procedural,
enforceable by law or equity. The parties shall manage their
respective resources and activities in a separate, coordinated and
mutually beneficial manner to meet the purpose(s) of this MOU.
Nothing in this MOU authorizes any of the parties to obligate or
transfer anything of value.

Specific, prospective projects or activities that involve the transfer
of funds, services, property, and/or anything of value to a party
requires the execution of separate agreements and are contingent
upon numerous factors, including, as applicable, but not limited
to: agency availability of appropriated funds and other resources;
cooperator availability of funds and other resources; agency and
cooperator administrative and legal requirements (including
agency authorization by statute); etc. This MOU neither provides,
nor meets these criteria. If the parties elect to enter into an
obligation agreement that involves the transfer of funds, services,
property, and/or anything of value to a party, then the applicable
criteria must be met. Additionally, under a prospective agreement,
each party operates under its own laws, regulations, and/or
policies, and any Forest Service obligation is subject to the
availability of appropriated funds and other resources. The
negotiation, execution, and administration of these prospective
agreements must comply with all applicable law.
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USDA, Forest Service FS-1500-15

Nothing in this MOU is intended to alter, limit, or expand the agencies” statutory
and regulatory authority.

USE OF U.S. FOREST SERVICE INSIGNIA. In order for Cooperators to use
the U.S. Forest Service insignia on any published media, such as a Web page,
printed publication, or audiovisual production, permission must be granted from
the U.S. Forest Service’s Office of Communications. A written request must bg
submitted and approval granted in writing by the Office of Communications
(Washington Office) prior to use of the insignia.

MEMBERS OF U.S. CONGRESS. Pursuant to 41 U.S.C. 22, no U.S. member of,
or U.S. delegate to, Congress shall be admitted to any share or part of this
agreement, or benefits that may arise therefrom, either directly or indirectly.

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT (FOIA). Public access to MOU or
agreement records must not be limited, except when such records must be kept
confidential and would have been exempted from disclosure pursuant to Freedom of
Information regulations (5 U.S.C. 552).

TEXT MESSAGING WHILE DRIVING. In accordance with Executive Order
(EO) 13513, “Federal Leadership on Reducing Text Messaging While Driving.”
any and all text messaging by Federal employees is banned: a) while driving a
Government owned vehicle (GOV) or driving a privately owned vehicle (POV)
while on official Government business; or b) using any electronic equipment
supplied by the Government when driving any vehicle at any time. All cooperators,
their employees, volunteers, and contractors are encouraged to adopt and enforce
policies that ban text messaging when driving company owned, leased or rented
vehicles, POVs or GOVs when driving while on official Government business or
when performing any work for or on behalf of the Government.

. TERMINATION. Any of the parties, in writing, may terminate this MOU in

whole, or in part, at any time before the date of expiration.

DEBARMENT AND SUSPENSION. Cooperators shall immediately inform the
U.S. Forest Service if they or any of their principals are presently excluded,
debarred, or suspended from entering into covered transactions with the federal
government according to the terms of 2 CFR Part 180. Additionally, should
Cooperators or any of their principals receive a transmittal letter or other official
Federal notice of debarment or suspension, then they shall notify the U.S. Forest
Service without undue delay. This applies whether the exclusion, debarment, or
suspension is voluntary or involuntary.

MODIFICATIONS. Modifications within the scope of this MOU must be made by
mutual consent of the parties, by the issuance of a written modification signed and
dated by all properly authorized, signatory officials, prior to any changes being




performed. Requests for modification should be made, in writing, at
least 30 days prior to implementation of the requested change.

. COMMENCEMENT/EXPIRATION DATE. This MOU is

executed as of the date of the last signature and is effective through
Month Day, Year at which time it will expire.

. AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVES. By signature below,
each party certifies that the individuals listed in this document as
representatives of the individual parties are authorized to act in
their respective areas for matters related to this MOU.

In witness whereof, the parties hereto have executed this MOU as

of the last date written below.

John Martin, BOCC Chair Garfield County, Colorado Date
Chris Bornholdt, Garfield County Emergency Management, Colorado Date
Andy Martsolf, Mesa County Emergency Management, Colorado Date
Tommy Klein, City Manager, City of Rifle, Colorado Date
Trey Fonner, Public Works Administrator, Town of Silt Date
Travis Elliot, Town Manager, Town of Parachute Date
Care’ Mclnnis, Town Manager, Town of De Beque Date
Vinnie Tomasulo, Metro District Battlement Mesa Date



Melonie Matarozzo, Town Administrator, Town of Collbran

Steve Boyd, Acting City Manager, City of Glenwood Springs, Colorado

Zach Pigati, Colorado River Fire Protection District

Forest Matis, De Beque Fire Protection District

Karl Belden, Plateau Valley Fire Protection District

Gary Tillotson, Glenwood Springs Rural Fire Protection District

David Reynolds, Town Administrator, New Castle, Colorado

Chris Jackson, Grand Valley Fire Protection District

Travis Holder, Lower Valley Fire Protection District

Ron Cousineau, Colorado State Forest Service, Northwest Territory

Molly West, Colorado Parks and Wildlife

Date

Date

Date

Date

Date

Date

Date

Date

Date

Date

Date



Chad Sewell, Bureau of Land Management, Colorado River Valley Field Office Date

Clark Woolley, Partnership Coordinator, USFS, White River National Forest ~ Date



