








City Growth Through 

Cannabis Innovation

City of Needles

December 6, 2023



City of Needles Cannabis Business Timeline
1996 Proposition 215: The Compassionate Use Act legalized the use, possession, and cultivation cannabis by patients with 

physician's recommendation. 

2010: Six cannabis retail businesses opened in Needles without permits or approvals. In response the City Council adopted 

a ban on such places. The City initiated review of the issue by appointed a citizens committed to study the matter. 

2012 Measure S: The City voters approved the adoption of the Marijuana Business Tax Ordinance and authorized the 

collection of a Marijuana Business Tax a10% of gross receipts. Approved by 81% of the voters. 

2015 Medical Marijuana Regulation and Safety Act: Established statewide regulatory scheme for the licensing, 

cultivating, processing, transporting, testing, and distrusting of medical cannabis. The act protected local control by 

providing for a dual licensing scheme needed local and state approval.  

2016 Ordinance 574-AC: Enacted new City legislation to regulate Marijuana Businesses operating within the City in 

accordance with state law, in order to protect the health, safety, and general welfare of the residents and businesses within

the City creating Section 12A of the NMC. 

2016 Proposition 64: Legalized the possession, cultivation, and use of marijuana for personal use and allowed for the sale 

and taxation of recreational marijuana. 

2018 Ordinance 606-AC: Enacted new City legislation to allow the sale, cultivation, and manufacturing of Adult-use 

(recreational) cannabis. 

2020 Ordinance 629-AC: Enacted new City legislation to allow additional retail cannabis businesses and cannabis 

consumption onsite. 

2022 Ordinance 656-AC: Removed duplicative application requirements and amended convictions that constitute grounds 

for denial of a license and/or identification card.  



City Economic Indicators

A Population Increase to 6,125, in 2023, up from 5,044 in 2017

93 Land Use Entitlements Issued by the City Council for Cannabis Businesses

277,451 Sq. Ft. of Cannabis Industry Operational Today

173,015 Sq. Ft. of Cannabis Industry Operational within Next Six Months

491,254 Sq. Ft. of Potential New Cannabis Industry to the City

941,721 Sq. Ft. Total Permitted Cannabis Businesses 

(As of 09/19/2023)



Presently, the City of Needles hosts a 

thriving cannabis sector with 34 

operational businesses (271,106 sq. 

ft.). This diverse landscape consists 
of:

 1 Consumption Lounge

 3 Manufacturing Facilities

 7 Cannabis Retail Businesses

 5 Distribution Facilities

 18 Cultivation Facilities

1 1 Ice House Rd (Bldg 5) Cultivation

2 105 W. Broadway Cultivation

3 111 "D" St. (Phase I) Cultivation

4 1203 E. Broadway Cultivation

5 219 I Street Cultivation

6 2204 Needles Hwy Cultivation

7 250 Balboa St. (Building 1 Suite C) Cultivation

8 2701 Columbus Drive (Building 1) Cultivation

9 2701 Columbus Drive (building 2) Cultivation

10 318 San Clemente Cultivation

11 3241 Ndls Hwy (Building 1) Cultivation

12 3253 Ndls Hwy (Building 3) Cultivation

13 708 Quinn Court 138 (Phase 1) Cultivation

14 HWY 95 (Victory & Broadway) Bldg B (1) Cultivation

15 101 E. Spikes Road  (Suite B) Cultivation 

16 1105 Lilly hill Cultivation 

17 3515 Ndls Hwy (Building 2) Cultivation 

18 2109 Ndls Hwy (Suite B) Cultivation   

19 2205 Needles Highway  Suite 101 Disp. & Lounge

20 1005 E Broadway Dispensary 

21 1400 Needles Hwy Suite 100 Dispensary 

22 2208 Needles Highway Building 1 Phase 1 Dispensary 

23 221 H Street Dispensary 

24 300 J Street Dispensary 

25 101 E. Spikes Road  (Suite A) 

Dispensary 

Micro

26 101 E. Spikes Road  (Suite D) Distribution

27 2109 Ndls Hwy (Suite A) Distribution

28 2205 Needles Highway Suite 100 Distribution

29 3247 Ndls Hwy (Bldg 2/Suite E) Distribution

30 1100 E. Broadway Suite B  (Phase 1) Distribution 

31 110 Cibola Manufacturing

32 1100 E. Broadway Suite C  (Phase 1) Manufacturing

33 3247 Ndls Hwy (Bldg 2/Suite A) Manufacturing



City’s Economic Development Strategy

Create a 
Business-
Friendly 

Environment 

Attract 
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and Create 

Jobs

People Need 
Housing
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to Follow



 586 Actively Working Employees

Active Employee Location

 118     Needles Residents

 340  Arizona Residents

 22    Nevada 

 106 Other

Cannabis Businesses Stimulate New Jobs   

(As of 08/30/2023)





2019 Economic Development Award 
of Excellence winner “Gamechanger” 



The 2023 City of Needles Total Property to be Valued at $536 Million Increased by 72% ($225 mil.) 
from the 2017 Assessment Roll and 9.1% from 2022 ($45 mil.) 
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Needles, CA Cannabis Tax Revenues

FY 13 FY 14 FY 15 FY 16 FY 17 FY 18 FY 19 FY 20 FY 21 FY 22 FY 23

Needles has received $18 Million in Tax Revenues since Measure S was approved by the voters. 





Hampton Inn (Now Open) 



Needles Marina Storage



The Filter Change 
Coffee and Automotive





Source: Jeni Henderson, Needles Desert Star



City-wide System Reliability Upgrades

Yoney and Shaver Substation



City-wide System Reliability Upgrades

Yoney to Spikes Road Intertie
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