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MEMORANDUM

TO:

FROM

HONORABLE MAYOR AND MEMBERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL

: PATRICK J. MARTINEZ, CITY MANAGER

SUBJECT: WEEKLY MEMORANDUM

DATE:

September 5, 2025

1.

2.

Palo Verde Community College District Meeting

The Palo Verde Community College District (PVCCD) Board will hold its Regular
Meeting on Tuesday, September 9, 2025, at 5:00 p.m. The primary location is
One College Drive, Blythe (CL 101), with a local teleconference site available at
the PVC Needles Center, 725 W. Broadway. On the agenda is Resolution
09.09.25-13.1, a proposed censure of Trustee Jon McNeil. A copy of the
resolution and staff report is attached for reference, along with City Council
Resolution 2025-9. Censure is a formal statement of disapproval adopted by
majority vote; it carries no penalties but serves as an official public record.

This discussion comes as PVCCD continues evaluating the long-term
sustainability of the Needles Center, including funding, program equity, and
future planning—making local participation especially important. Residents may
attend in Blythe or at the Needles Center, or submit written comments to pvc-
presidentsoffice@paloverde.edu (cc: naomi.alaniz@paloverde.edu) by 12:00
p.m. on the day of the meeting. This notice is provided to keep the council
informed and engaged in decisions that directly impact Needles.

Rider Appreciation Day- Fort Mohave/Bullhead Shuttle Launch

On September 4, 2025, the City of Needles and SBCTA hosted Rider
Appreciation Day to launch the new Fort Mohave/Bullhead Shuttle. Held at the
El Garces West Parking Lot, the event offered free rides on Needles Area
Transit, Dial-A-Ride, and the new shuttle, along with refreshments, giveaways,
and information on expanded transit options. Mayor Jan Jernigan,
Councilmembers Henry Longbrake and Larry Ford, City staff, and dozens of
residents participated. SBCTA highlighted the strong community response and
the dedication of the Needles Area Transit (NAT) team, underscoring the value
of rural transit systems. The shuttle advances Council’s goal to improve regional
connectivity and enhance quality of life. Reservations are required by 11:00 a.m.
the prior day and can be made by calling 760-326-4789. A flyer with details is
attached. Refer to the attached photos for a glimpse of the event.
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3. City Crews Respond to Major Thunderstorm
On September 4, 2025, a severe lightning storm caused widespread damage
and flooding across the City of Needles, prompting an immediate and
coordinated response by City crews. Staff worked throughout the day to clear
downed trees and roadway debris, restoring safe conditions for residents and
visitors. Several roadways, including Needles Highway, N. K Street, L Street,
Broadway, and Bailey Street, experienced flooding, and barricades were placed
for public safety. The Needles Underpass on N. K Street and National Trails
Highway were closed due to high water, and motorists are urged to use
alternate routes and avoid driving through standing water. Residents can report
concerns by calling 760-326-5700 (press #9) or using the Needles Connect app
on Google Play Store (Android) and Apple Store (iOS). Together, we're building
a safer, stronger Needles!

4. Water Department — Targeted Service Replacements & Leak Response
On Thursday, September 4, 2025, Water Department crews replaced a 45-foot
section of 1-inch service on D Street after recurring leaks, renewing the entire
line to prevent future failures. This week, crews also isolated and repaired a
separate leak on Lillyhill, restoring reliable service. Temporary pavement
patches are in place; permanent asphalt/concrete restoration is scheduled. Our
teams work diligently to minimize outage times and customer impacts. These
targeted repairs reduce water loss, cut service interruptions, and extend asset
life—directly advancing Council goals to enhance infrastructure, improve
services, and strengthen quality of life for residents and businesses.

5. Electric Department — Park LED Upgrades Program
City staff is advancing the phased LED replacement program in our parks. Work
began at Jack Smith Park and, this week, crews focused on the Duke Watkins
Dog Park, removing failed fixtures and upgrading them to long-life LED lighting.
These improvements boost night-time visibility and safety, cut energy use and
maintenance costs, and improve reliability—directly supporting Council goals to
enhance infrastructure, improve services, and strengthen quality of life. Next
locations are being queued as materials arrive. Residents can report light
outages by calling 760-326-5700 (press #9) or using the Needles Connect app
on Google Play Store (Android) and Apple Store (iOS). Together, we're building
a safer, stronger Needles!

6. Investing in People to Deliver Quality Infrastructure and Services
We are proud to congratulate Trey Tsosie on earning his Water Treatment
Operator Certification Grade 2, Ronny Summers on earning his Water
Distribution Operator Certification Grade 2, and Albert Ponce on earning his
Water Treatment Operator Certification Grade 1. These achievements reflect
the dedication of our team and strengthen the City’s capacity to serve residents
and business owners alike. The City of Needles remains committed to investing
in professional development to ensure staff have the expertise to support
Council goals of enhancing infrastructure, improving services, and strengthening
quality of life for our community. As the City continues to add critical
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infrastructure—such as the new treatment plant system—staff certifications are
essential to ensuring our systems are operated and maintained to the highest
standards.

7. Electric Yard Building — Nearing Completion & October Ribbon Cutting
Staff is pleased to report the Electric Yard Building on California is approaching
completion, with a ribbon cutting planned for October. Since delivery, the project
has progressed from steel framing to finished concrete pad and driveway, with
equipment on site and final fit-out underway. This $673,552 investment replaces
temporary storage with a permanent, climate-resilient facility—protecting high-
value utility assets from heat and weather, extending equipment life, reducing
long-term replacement costs, and improving operational readiness. The project
advances Council goals around infrastructure modernization, asset
preservation, and service reliability. Event details for the ribbon cutting will
follow.

8. Needles Animal Shelter Adoption Program
The Needles Animal Shelter is home to many loving pets eager to become part
of a caring family. Through our adoption program, we are committed to
enhancing the lives of animals in our community and helping them find their
homes forever. If you're considering adding a furry friend to your family, the
adoption fee is just $59. Our team is ready to guide you through the process and
help you meet the perfect pet. Contact us today at 760-326-4952 to learn more
about our adoption process or to schedule a visit. We're available Monday
through Friday from 8:00 AM to 2:00 PM. Take a look at the attached flyer
featuring Hazel, Roxie, Gigi, Beamer, Prince, Princess, Rocket, Paula and
Moose—all adorable pets waiting to meet you. These wonderful companions are
ready to bring joy and love into your life. Let’'s work together to give these
animals the safe, caring homes they deserve!

9. Rivers Edge Golf Course Closed for Overseed
City staff met with KemperSports, managers of the Rivers Edge Golf Course,
and commend JJ DelLeon and his team for elevating the facility into a
championship-caliber course. This weekend is the last chance to play before
overseeding and fall preparations. When the course reopens in October,
tournaments include the Mohave Storm Shootout (October 25, 2025), Turkey
Trott Scramble (November 22, 2025), Jason Smith Memorial Golf Outing
(December 6, 2025), and January Blues Golf Tournament (January 17, 2026).
These events feature scramble formats, prizes, and strong community
participation, reinforcing Rivers Edge as a premier golf destination. Don’t miss
your chance—reserve your spot today at 760-326-3931 or
www.golfneedlesca.com. To host a tournament, contact JJ DeLeon at 760-326-
3931.

10.Needles Women’s Club Fundraiser — Pulled Pork Elote Bowl
The Needles Women'’s Club is hosting its monthly lunch fundraiser to support
women’s empowerment, youth activities, scholarships, and civic initiatives. As a
501(c)(3) nonprofit, the Club depends on community support to continue making
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a difference. Enjoy a delicious Pulled Pork Elote Bowl with dessert for $10.
Please place your order online at this link by 6:00 p.m. on Monday, September
8, 2025. If you have trouble ordering, call or text Karrie at 928-201-1836. Orders
may be picked up at the Needles Women’s Club, 305 W. Broadway St.,
Needles, CA 92363, or delivered within Needles for groups of three or more.
Don’t miss the chance to enjoy a delicious meal while supporting your local
Women'’s Club!

11.Reminder: Fall Youth Sports Registration Closes September 12, 2025
The City of Needles Parks & Recreation Department is accepting registrations
for fall youth sports through Friday, September 12, 2025. This season includes
Peewee Soccer (ages 6-7), Jr. Peewee Soccer (ages 3—5) with games on
Saturdays, Flag Football (grades 2-5) with games on Tuesdays and Thursdays,
and Volleyball (grades 3—6) with games on Mondays and Wednesdays. Fees
are $45 for residents / $50 for non-residents (Jr. Peewee Soccer is $35 / $40).
Sibling discounts are available, and scholarships may be offered for qualifying
families. Games run from early October through late November. Register now or
get more information by calling (760) 326-2814 or emailing
parksandrecreation@cityofneedles.com.

12.Reminder: Fall Spay & Neuter Clinic — September 25-26
The Needles Animal Shelter will host its Fall Spay and Neuter Clinic on
September 25 and 26 in partnership with Dr. Angelina Beeks of Angels Touch
Mobile Vet. The clinic is by appointment only, and a non-refundable deposit is
required to reserve a spot. Applications and deposits must be submitted in
person at the Needles Animal Shelter, located at 1662 Flip Mendez Parkway.
This bi-annual clinic is always in high demand and typically fills quickly, so early
registration is strongly encouraged. For more information or to schedule an
appointment, residents may call the shelter at (760) 326-4952. This important
program supports public health, promotes responsible pet ownership, and
advances the City’s broader animal welfare goals. Please refer to the attached
flyer for additional details.

13.Needles Welcomes Visitors for a Safe and Busy Holiday Weekend
The City of Needles had a successful Labor Day Weekend, aligning with Council
goals to boost tourism and enhance recreational activity on the Colorado River.
Jack Smith Park boat launch and local restaurants reported strong turnout, with
both residents and visitors enjoying the holiday along the river. To support public
safety, the San Bernardino County Sheriff's Colorado River Station conducted
its annual Marine Enforcement Operation from August 29 through September 1,
2025. The operation deployed 10 patrol vessels, an OHV team, and a Sheriff’s
helicopter. Results included 124 enforcement stops, 10 arrests for boating under
the influence, 84 citations issued, and three boating accidents reported
downstream. We thank the Sheriff's Department for their continued partnership
in ensuring a safe and enjoyable holiday weekend for our community and
visitors.
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14. SBCSD/Needles Police — 6th Annual Trunk or Treat
The San Bernardino County Sheriff's Department/Needles Police will host its 6th
Annual Trunk or Treat on Thursday, October 30, 2025, from 4:00-6:00 p.m. at
the Recreation Center parking lot, 1705 J Street, Needles, CA 92363. This
family-friendly event brings residents together for a safe, festive evening with
candy, community booths, and local partner agencies. For participation or
questions, contact Officer Misty Hunt at (760) 326-9200. See the attached flyer
for details.

15.St. Vincent de Paul Fundraiser Dinner (Venue Changed to Elks Lodge)
The St. Vincent de Paul Society of Needles has requested support in helping
promote their Annual Fundraiser Dinner, scheduled for Saturday, November 15,
2025, at the Elks Lodge, 1000 Lillyhill Dr., Needles, CA. The event will feature a
buffet dinner, silent auction, 50/50 drawing, and patriotic theme. Proceeds will
directly benefit the Needles food pantry and support the restoration of the
Society’s building. Tickets are $50 per person or $400 for a table of eight,
available at 839 Front Street, Needles, or by calling 760-326-4420. In addition,
the Society will host an Open House on Monday, January 12, 2026, at 5:00 p.m.
to showcase building upgrades and provide a look at local pantry operations.
Council support is encouraged, whether by attending, donating to the silent
auction, or helping share the event throughout the community.

16. Community Events Calendar Now Live
The City’s new website now features a Community Events Calendar—your
go-to source for what’s happening in Needles. From festivals to meetings, it’s
designed to keep residents and visitors connected. Local organizations are
invited to submit or update events through the City Clerk’s Office to keep the
calendar fresh and inclusive. Contact Candace Clark at
cclark@cityofneedles.com to participate. Together, we can showcase the best
of Needles and strengthen community spirit.
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Agenda Item Details

Meeting Sep 09, 2025 - Regular Board Meeting

Category 13. Action Items - Miscellaneous

Subject 13.1 Consideration and Potential Action on Proposed Censure Resolution of Trustee
McNeil

Type Action

Recommended This Censure Resolution is being presented to the Board without staff

Action recommendation.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

On January 14, 2025, Resolution No. 2025-8 was presented to the City Council of the City of Needles. The
resolution’s title was “A Resolution of the City Council of the City of Needles, California, Supporting Enhanced
Investments, Equitable Services, and Workforce Development Programs by the Palo Verde Community
College in the Needles Community.”

Resolution No. 2025-8 contained many statements which were damaging to the Palo Verde Community
College District ("District”). Additionally, several of the statements in Resolution No. 2025-8 were
inaccurate, lacking relevant context, or otherwise misleading.

On January 28, 2025, the Board convened a Special Meeting/Study Session regarding Resolution No. 2025-
8. At this meeting, Trustee Jon McNeil informed the Board that he and an employee of the District, had
contributed to Resolution No. 2025-8. The District’s Superintendent/President, Dr. Bruce Moses, requested
authority to initiate an investigation into the involvement of District officials in preparing the resolution. The
Board granted his request.

The investigation initiated by Dr. Moses found that Trustee McNeil engaged in the following conduct: On
January 2, 2025, Trustee McNeil received a draft of Resolution No. 2025-8 from Needles City Manager
Patrick Martinez. City Manager Martinez informed Trustee McNeil at this time that the resolution would be
placed on the City Council’s agenda and requested Trustee McNeil’s input on the resolution. Trustee McNeil
did not provide any new information to City Manager Martinez; however, Trustee McNeil provided revisions
to the draft resolution to reduce what he described as “inflammatory language.”

Trustee McNeil’s description of the draft resolution’s language as “inflammatory” showed that he understood
it to be potentially damaging to the District. Though Trustee McNeil understood the draft resolution’s
contents to be potentially damaging, he did not inform Dr. Moses or the Board in advance that the resolution
would be placed on the City Council’s agenda and discussed publicly. By offering his input on the draft
resolution without informing Dr. Moses or the Board, Trustee McNeil tacitly approved of the information
therein without taking measures to confirm its accuracy or context.

By failing to inform Dr. Moses and the Board about Resolution No. 2025-8, Trustee McNeil also deprived
them of the opportunity to communicate their concerns about the information therein to the City prior to the
January 14 City Council meeting. As such, Trustee McNeil did not work with Dr. Moses and the Board so as
to enable them to take measures to address the risk of unfair harm to the District’s reputation.

Once the investigation report was final, and at the recommendation of legal counsel, President Styers
created an ad hoc subcommittee, consisting of President Styers and Trustee Arneson, pursuant to BP 2715
to review the findings and conclusion of the investigation and therefore make recommendations to the full
Board for action or no action. The Board’s ad hoc subcommittee recommends the Governing Board adopt
the attached proposed Censure Resolution of Trustee McNeil based on the conclusion of the Oppenheimer
Investigations Group, LLC investigation.



DISCUSSION

Censure is a formal action of a legislative body to declare its disapproval or condemnation of particular
conduct. There is no express authorization in law for censure. It is a proceeding that exists by custom in CA
for elected bodies. A legislative body is deemed to have inherent authority to express approval or
disapproval regarding the conduct of its members. Any behavior that reasonably relates to a member’s
discharge of his/her office is potentially subject to censure by the legislative body, including conduct that is
merely rude, discourteous, or offensive. No material penalty or adverse consequence result from censure
itself—only possible public reproach or criticism outside of possible local action by the body on local
practices.

Censure is implemented by a majority vote of the Board by means of a "Censure Resolution.” Since a
legislative body may not act arbitrarily or capriciously, the Resolution shall contain specific findings based on
information presented to the Board which supports the decision to censure one of its members.

A Censure Resolution is presented to the Board by the Board President. An opportunity is provided for public
comment. A motion to censure the member must be made and seconded based on the recitals in the
Resolution. The motion is then discussed and voted upon by the entire Board, including the member who is
the subject of the motion. If necessary, the Board may also choose to amend the proposed resolution. The
Board member who is subject to the Resolution shall be entitled to respond to the information contained in
the Resolution or he may have a representative speak on his behalf subject to reasonable time limitations
set by the Board President.

Resolution 09.09.25-13.1 - Censure of Board Member Jon McNeil.pdf (147 KB)

BP 2715.pdf (176 KB)
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES
PALO VERDE COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT

RESOLUTION NUMBER 09.09.25-13.1

CENSURE OF BOARD MEMBER JON MCNEIL

WHEREAS, the Palo Verde Community College District (“District”) Board of Trustees
is committed to the effective leadership and operation of the District; and

WHEREAS, the Board has established and adopted a Code of Ethics and Standards of
Practice for the Board, as set forth in Board Bylaw 2715, including the requirement that Board
members shall work with other Board members “in a spirit of harmony and cooperation in spite of
differences of opinion”; and

WHEREAS, Board Bylaw 2715, further provides that Board members must “maintain the
highest standards of conduct and ethical behavior,” must base their decisions on available facts,
“unswayed by partisan bias of any kind,” and must be aware that they are “responsible to all
citizens of the District” and not solely those who elected them; and

WHEREAS, Board Bylaw 2715 provides that complaints of Board member misconduct
“will be referred to an ad hoc committee composed of two (2) Board members not subject to the
complaint.” After the ad hoc committee has reviewed and completed its fact-finding process, it
shall report its findings to the Board for action, and may make a recommendation to the Board
President or the Board as a whole; and

WHEREAS, on January 14, 2025, Resolution No. 2025-8 was presented to the City
Council of the City of Needles. The resolution’s title was “A Resolution of the City Council of
the City of Needles, California, Supporting Enhanced Investments, Equitable Services, and
Workforce Development Programs by the Palo Verde Community College in the Needles
Community”; and

WHEREAS, Resolution No. 2025-8 contained many statements which were damaging to
the District. Additionally, several of the statements in Resolution No. 2025-8 were inaccurate,
lacking relevant context, or otherwise misleading. It stated that the District faced “significant
challenges™ at its Needles Center, including a lack of in-person counseling, course cancellations
threatening students’ FAFSA eligibility, and declining enrollment jeopardizing the District’s
financial stability. It also stated that the District has “no clear goals or vision” for its Needles
Center, that the District has not used funds equitably to benefit the Needles Center, and that the
District’s reserves were projected to be depleted within three years; and

WHEREAS, on January 28, 2025, the Board convened a Special Meeting/Study Session
regarding Resolution No. 2025-8. At this meeting, Trustee Jon McNeil informed the Board that
he and an employee of the District, had contributed to Resolution No. 2025-8. The District’s
Superintendent/President, Dr. Bruce Moses, requested authority to initiate an investigation into the
involvement of District officials in preparing the resolution. The Board granted his request; and
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WHEREAS, the investigation initiated by Dr. Moses found that Trustee McNeil engaged
in the following conduct: on January 2, 2025, Trustee McNeil received a draft of Resolution No.
2025-8 from Needles City Manager Patrick Martinez. City Manager Martinez informed Trustee
McNeil at this time that the resolution would be placed on the City Council’s agenda and requested
Trustee McNeil’s input on the resolution. Trustee McNeil did not provide any new information to
City Manager Martinez; however, Trustee McNeil provided revisions to the draft resolution to
reduce what he described as “inflammatory language”; and

WHEREAS, Trustee McNeil’s description of the draft resolution’s language as
“inflammatory” showed that he understood it to be potentially damaging to the District. Though
Trustee McNeil understood the draft resolution’s contents to be potentially damaging, he did not
inform Dr. Moses or the Board in advance that the resolution would be placed on the City Council’s
agenda and discussed publicly. By offering his input on the draft resolution without informing Dr.
Moses or the Board, Trustee McNeil tacitly approved of the information therein without taking
measures to confirm its accuracy or context; and

WHEREAS, by failing to inform Dr. Moses and the Board about Resolution No. 2025-8,
Trustee McNeil also deprived them of the opportunity to communicate their concerns about the
information therein to the City prior to the January 14 City Council meeting. As such, Trustee
McNeil did not work with Dr. Moses and the Board so as to enable them to take measures to
address the risk of unfair harm to the District’s reputation.

WHEREAS, by the foregoing conduct, Trustee McNeil violated the principles and
expectations set forth in Board Bylaw 2715 to work in a spirit of harmony and cooperation with
other Board members; and

WHEREAS, Trustee McNeil is the only Board member from Trustee Area 2, San
Bernardino County, where the Needles Center is located. Resolution No. 2025-8 calls for the
District to invest more in the Needles Center, notes that Needles property owners have made
“significant financial contributions” to the District, and states that greater investment in the
Needles Center would be “equitable” in light of this. By providing his input on a resolution which
specifically benefited the City of Needles without involving Board members from any other
Trustee Areas, Trustee McNeil failed to act for the benefit of the District’s whole constituency and
created an appearance of improper bias; and

WHEREAS, Board members, as public officials, are expected not to place themselves in
positions in which any personal bias may impact their decisions. By the foregoing conduct,
Trustee McNeil violated the principles set forth in Board Bylaw 2715 to maintain the highest
standards of conduct and ethical behavior and make unbiased decisions based on his responsibility
to the District’s whole constituency; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to BP 2715, any Board member determined to have violated BP
2715 shall be subject to appropriate disciplinary action, which may include Resolution of Censure
by the Board of Trustees.
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Palo Verde Community College
District Board of Trustees does hereby censure Trustee Jon McNeil for the deficiencies in conduct
cited above, in violation of the Bylaws, principles, and/or expectations of the Board; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Palo Verde Community College District Board
of Trustees hereby removes Trustee Jon McNeil from all committees and appointments for the
2025-2026 school year; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Palo Verde Community College District Board
of Trustees does hereby demand that Trustee Jon McNeil henceforth endorse, adopt, and abide by
the Board’s adopted policies establishing its Governance Standards, Conflict of Interest policy,
and all other Bylaws and Policies of the Board.

PASSED AND ADOPTED by majority vote of the Board of Trustees of the Palo Verde
Community College District, County of Riverside, California, on September 9, 2025, at a duly
noticed meeting thereof.

(Record Individual Votes by Name)

AYES:

NOES:

ABSTAIN:

President
Board of Trustees

The foregoing is a true copy of the resolution adopted by the Board of Trustees of the Palo Verde
Community College District at a meeting held on September 9, 2025.

Dr. Bruce Moses
Superintendent/President
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2. SBCTA RIDER APPRECIATION (NAT)

ﬁ Elea Carey @ - 1

Sunrise yesterday as seen in City Of Meedles, CA. Thanks for coming out to the San
Bemardino County Transportation Authority's Rider Appreciation event. We got to
see Mayor Jan Jernigan, City Manager, Patrick Martinez. MPL. ACE, and City Council
folks Henry Longbrake and Larry Ford, along with dozens of riders who enjoyed free
fares and leamed about Meedles' many transportation options. This little place has a
special spot in my heart--Ill alw be cheering for people like Cheryl Sallis and
these small-urban transit systems that give their all.




2. SBCTA RIDER APPRECIATION (NAT)
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3. STORM RESPONSE
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4. WATER DEPARTMENT RESPONSE




4. WATER DEPARTMENT RESPONSE
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5. PARK LED UPGRADE PROGRAM




7. ELECTRIC YARD BUILDING UPDATE




8. ADOPTION PROGRAM
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10. WOMENS’S CLUB FUNDRAISER

ORDER NOW!sm

FUNDRAISER FOR NEEDLES WOMEN"S CLUB
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11. FALL SPORTS REC CENTER

OPEN REGISTRATION

City of Needles Recreation Fall Sports
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12. FALL SPAY AND NEUTER CLINIC
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14. SBCSD TRUNK OR TREAT
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15. SAVE THE DATE- SAINT VINCENT
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All proceeds W|II go tQ fundlng the food pantry and bwldlng restoratlon ai : _ —=

Save this'Date:We will be having an open house on I\Aom:lay, January, 12th at 5:00pm to,shQW effoyr pro-

e <

gress in refurblshlng the bU|Id|ng Come and $ee the upgrades and ba.ck room opera_tlons of SVDP Needles

839 Front Street Needle

760-326-442(
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