
 
 
 
 
 

Page 1 of 3 
 

 
 

City of Needles 
817 Third Street, Needles, California 92363 
(760) 326-2113     •      FAX (760) 326-6765 

www.cityofneedles.com 

Mayor, Janet Jernigan  
Vice Mayor Ellen Campbell 
Councilmember Tona Belt  

Councilmember Jamie McCorkle  
Councilmember JoAnne Pogue 

 Councilmember Henry Longbrake 
Councilmember Larry Ford 

 
City Manager Patrick J. Martinez 

   
   

MEMORANDUM   
 
TO:              HONORABLE MAYOR AND MEMBERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
  
FROM:         PATRICK J. MARTINEZ, CITY MANAGER 
 
SUBJECT:   WEEKLY MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE:         June 12, 2026  
  
 

1. OHMV Pilot Program Ribbon Cutting Ceremony and Signage Installation: 
The City of Needles will officially launch the Needles Off-Highway Motor Vehicle 
(OHMV) Pilot Program with a ribbon-cutting ceremony on Wednesday, June 
24, 2026, at 10:00 a.m. at 100 G Street. This milestone represents the 
culmination of years of planning, public outreach, coordination, and collaboration 
among the City, community stakeholders, public safety partners, and federal 
land management agencies. In preparation for the official launch, the City has 
begun implementing the adopted OHMV Wayfinding and Signage Master Plan, 
including the installation of route markers, directional signage, staging area 
signs, and educational signs throughout the designated route network. The 
signage system is designed to improve rider safety, assist visitors in navigating 
the approved routes, and provide easy access to program information through 
QR codes. Residents and visitors are encouraged to attend the ceremony and 
learn more about the program. Additional information, route maps, safety 
requirements, FAQs, and program updates are available through the City's 
OHMV webpage and QR codes located on program signage. 
 

2. Assemblymember Jeff Gonzalez Town Hall: Assemblymember Jeff Gonzalez 
will host a Town Hall meeting in Needles on Wednesday, July 15, 2026, from 
5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. at El Garces. The event will provide residents and 
community stakeholders with an opportunity to engage directly with their State 
Assembly representative, discuss legislative priorities, and share feedback on 
issues affecting the Needles community. Staff encourages interested residents 
to attend and participate in the discussion. RSVP information is available on the 
attached flyer or by clicking on this registration link. 

 
3. Sandbag Availability and Storm Preparedness: With monsoon season 

officially beginning on June 15 and continuing through September 30, residents 
are encouraged to prepare in advance for potential storm activity. San 
Bernardino County Fire Protection District has identified Needles Fire Station 
No. 32, located at 1113 E. Broadway Street, as a sandbag distribution location. 
Sandbags are available at no cost to residents on a first-come, first-served basis 
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while supplies last. Residents should not rely solely on emergency supplies and 
are encouraged to obtain sandbags and other preparedness materials before 
storm events occur. Additional information regarding sandbag availability and 
storm preparedness is available through the San Bernardino County Fire 
Protection District website.  

 
4. Needles High School Graduation: Needles High School recently celebrated its 

120th Commencement Ceremony, recognizing approximately 60 graduates from 
the Class of 2026. The ceremony marked an important milestone for students, 
families, educators, and the broader community as graduates prepare to pursue 
higher education, workforce opportunities, military service, and other career 
pathways. In addition to earning their diplomas, members of the graduating 
class received approximately $1.262 million in scholarships, grants, and 
educational assistance, reflecting a significant investment in the future of 
Needles' youth. The City of Needles congratulates the Class of 2026 on this 
remarkable achievement and wishes each graduate continued success in their 
future endeavors. 
 

5. Route 66 Centennial Caravan: The City of Needles welcomed the Route 66 
Centennial Caravan on June 8, 2026, as travelers from across the United 
States and around the world visited the community in celebration of the 
upcoming 100th anniversary of Historic Route 66. The event included the Big 
Texan 72-Ounce Steak Challenge and provided an opportunity to showcase 
Needles' hospitality, local businesses, and Route 66 heritage to visitors from 
across the nation and around the world. Staff appreciates the efforts of the 
California Historic Route 66 Association, The Big Texan Steak Ranch & 
Brewery, public safety partners, volunteers, local businesses, and community 
members who helped make the event a success. The event highlighted the 
important role heritage tourism plays in supporting local businesses and 
promoting Needles as a destination along Historic Route 66. 

 
6. Needles Eagles Aerie 2599 Sponsors Free Swim Admission for Children: 

Needles Eagles Aerie 2599 will host the Swim With an Eagle event on 
Saturday, June 27, 2026, from 2:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. at the Needles City 
Aquatics Center. This community event will provide local youth and families with 
an opportunity to enjoy an afternoon of summer recreation and community 
engagement. Through the generosity of Needles Eagles Aerie 2599, admission 
for children will be provided at no cost. The City appreciates the organization's 
continued commitment to supporting local families and partnering with the City 
to provide positive recreational opportunities for the community. Residents are 
encouraged to attend and participate in this family-friendly event. 
 

7. Coalition to Protect Community Services: As previously directed by the City 
Council, the City of Needles has joined the Coalition to Protect Community 
Services, a statewide effort led by the California Joint Powers Insurance 
Authority (CJPIA). The coalition is advocating for reforms to California's liability 
laws to ensure public agencies are responsible only for their proportionate share 
of damages and to address the rapidly increasing costs of public agency liability 
claims and litigation. Coalition members contend that escalating liability costs 
are diverting resources away from essential local services, including public 

https://sbcfire.org/sandbags/
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safety, infrastructure maintenance, parks, recreation, and other community 
programs. Staff will continue to monitor legislative developments and provide 
updates as they become available. 
 

8. Rivers Edge Golf Course Aeration: Staff recently completed annual aeration 
activities at Rivers Edge Golf Course as part of the City's ongoing commitment 
to maintaining high-quality playing conditions. Aeration is a critical maintenance 
practice that improves soil health, enhances water infiltration, promotes stronger 
root development, and supports long-term turf quality. While the process may 
temporarily impact course conditions, it plays an essential role in ensuring the 
course remains healthy, resilient, and well-prepared for overseeding activities 
later this year. Attached photos highlight the hard work and dedication of the 
Rivers Edge Golf Course staff during this important maintenance activity. 

 
9. Community Events Calendar Now Live: The City’s new website now features 

a Community Events Calendar—a centralized location for community events, 
civic meetings, and community programs. Local organizations are invited to 
submit or update events through the City Clerk's Office to help keep the 
calendar current and inclusive. Residents can subscribe and sync the calendar 
to mobile devices for real-time updates, making it easier to stay informed and 
engaged.  
 

COMMUNITY EVENTS & RECOGNITION 
I. Rivers Edge Golf Course Summer Golf Camp: The Rivers Edge Golf 

Course Summer Golf Camp began on June 10, 2026, with strong attendance 
and enthusiastic participation from local youth. The eight-week program, led 
by Golf Instructor JJ DeLeon, provides golf instruction, skill development, 
and positive recreational opportunities for participants ages 5–17. Staff 
appreciates the efforts of the Rivers Edge Golf Course team in making this 
program a success. 
 

II. CITY HALL CLOSED: City Hall will be closed on Friday, June 19, 2026, in 
observance of Juneteenth National Independence Day, a federally 
recognized holiday commemorating the emancipation of enslaved African 
Americans in the United States. Regular business hours will resume on 
Monday, June 22, 2026, at 8:30 a.m. For urgent matters during the closure, 
residents may call 760-326-5700, where our after-hours answering service 
will route calls to the appropriate City personnel. A notice has been posted at 
the entrance of City Hall to inform the public. 
 

https://cityofneedles.com/calendar/


1. OHMV RIBBON CUTTING



1. OHMV EDUCATIONAL SIGNAGE
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