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MEMORANDUM  
 
TO:              HONORABLE MAYOR AND MEMBERS OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
  
FROM:         PATRICK J. MARTINEZ, CITY MANAGER 
 
SUBJECT:   WEEKLY MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE:         November 22, 2024 
  
 
1. This past week, city officials, members of the Needles community, and 

representatives from the San Bernardino County Department of Behavioral Health, 
Sheriffs Department, and Pacific Clinics gathered to celebrate the grand opening of 
the Pacific Clinics Needles Clubhouse during an open house event on November 
20, 2024, at 1060 E. Broadway Street. The Planning Commission unanimously 
approved Pacific Clinics, which provides accessible behavioral health services, 
including wellness programs, resilience training, recovery resources, skill-building 
workshops, support groups, and other local resources. Open to community 
members aged 18 and older, the clubhouse features Wi-Fi, computers, and 
engaging activities designed to foster connections and promote positive coping 
skills. The City of Needles is proud to partner with Pacific Clinics and the San 
Bernardino County Department of Behavioral Health to deliver this essential 
resource, aligning with the City's mission to create a safe, healthy, and family-
friendly environment. For a glimpse into the event, see the attached images, and 
for more information on programs, refer to the flyer or contact Sonia Vicario 
at 626-753-8725 or sonia.vicario@pacificclinics.org. 
 

2. The Duke Watkins Park Improvement Project, with a budget of $3,965,400, is 
nearing completion, marking an exciting milestone for our community. This week, 
the paving rehabilitation of Flip Mendez Parkway was finalized, enhancing access 
to the park. We thank San Bernardino County Supervisor Dawn Rowe and the San 
Bernardino County Community Development and Housing Department for their 
generous $175,000 contribution through the CDBG Block Grant Fund, which made 
this rehabilitation possible. In addition to the roadway improvements, the project 
brings significant enhancements, including a small dog park, shade structures, a 
Route 66-themed splash pad, new restrooms, and a state-of-the-art pump track. 
We invite the community to join us for the Duke Watkins Ribbon Cutting on 
December 3, 2024, at 10:00 a.m. at Duke Watkins Park (1500 Flip Mendez Pkwy) 
to celebrate the completion of this transformative project. For a glimpse of the 

http://www.cityofneedles.com/
mailto:sonia.vicario@pacificclinics.org
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progress, please see the attached image showcasing the newly rehabilitated 
road. 

 
3. This week, the City of Needles issued an encroachment permit for Segment 1C of 

the Needles Highway Project, a key step in revitalizing the highway. This $8.5 
million project, approved two years ago by the San Bernardino County 
Transportation Authority's Mountain/Desert Policy Committee, will improve a 2.3-
mile stretch from David Drive to just north of Not'cho Road. In addition, the County 
of San Bernardino plans to enhance Needles Highway along a 16-mile segment, 
starting at "N" Street in Needles and extending north to the CA/NV state line. 
Construction for Segment 1C is expected to begin in the summer/fall of 2025. Refer 
to the attached map for an overview of all project segments, which received 
environmental clearance in 2014. 
 

4. In October, the City Council approved Phillips Excavating, Inc.'s proposal for the 
Well 11 to Well 15 Intertie Project. I am pleased to inform the Council that 
construction began this week and is expected to be completed by early next year. 
This project, funded through the State of California’s Drinking Water State 
Revolving Fund (DWSRF), includes the installation of a 16-inch transmission main 
to transport raw water from Well 15 to the new treatment facility at Well 11. Refer to 
the attached images to take a glimpse at the project.  

 
5. Last June, the City's Animal Shelter launched the Trap, Neuter, and Release (TNR) 

Program, supported by grants that funded a new vehicle, part-time staff, and 
essential supplies. This initiative aims to manage roaming cats, reduce disease, 
and increase adoptions, ultimately eliminating euthanasia at the shelter. To date, 
over 300 community cats have been spayed or neutered and returned to their 
areas. The program, scheduled to conclude by year’s end, is seeking additional 
neighborhoods with roaming cats in need of neutering. Residents can report 
roaming cats by calling 760-326-4952 or through the Needles Connect app, 
available on the Apple App or Google Play Store. 

 
6. This past week, City staff met with the Mojave Desert Air Quality Management 

District (MDAQMD) to restore PurpleAir sensors for enhanced air quality 
monitoring. PurpleAir, a community-driven system, uses low-cost sensors to 
measure particulate matter (PM1.0, PM2.5, PM10) by drawing air past a laser to 
count particles and calculate concentrations. Data is uploaded every 80 seconds 
and displayed on the PurpleAir map, providing real-time air quality insights. Since 
2018, Needles has partnered with MDAQMD to establish two monitoring stations 
under the Community Air Protection Program (AB 617), supporting public health. 
Click here to view current air quality. 

 
7. The City of Needles is hosting a Community Clean Up on Saturday, January 25, 

2025, from 8:00 AM to noon. This event offers a free disposal opportunity for trash 
and bulky items for city residents. Disposal containers will be available at the 
following locations: 

https://apps.apple.com/us/app/needles-connect/id6445919444
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.govoutreach.needlescityca&hl=en_US&pli=1
https://map.purpleair.com/air-quality-standards-us-epa-aqi?opt=%2F1%2Flp%2Fa10%2Fp604800%2FcC0#14.36/34.8358/-114.61532
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• Gates (Safari Drive) 
• North K (Near Underpass and BNSF Road) 
• Vista (Nikki Bunch Ball Field) 
• Cibola (Robuffa near Public Works Yard)     
Please note that this event does not accept hazardous waste and specific 
materials; refer to the attached flyer for a detailed list of prohibited items. The 
event may end earlier if container capacity is reached. For more information, 
residents can contact Rainie Torrance at rtorrance@cityofneedles.com or 760-326-
2115 ext. 140. We encourage the Council to share this information with the 
community and support our efforts to maintain a clean and safe city. 
 

8. St. Ann’s Catholic Church and Set Free Church are hosting a free Thanksgiving 
Meal at St. Ann's Hall on Tuesday, November 28, from 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM for 
onsite dining, with to-go boxes available after 1:00 PM (subject to availability). This 
event embodies the spirit of giving and community support, providing residents with 
an opportunity to come together and celebrate the holiday season. Please share 
this information to help promote the event and encourage participation.  
 

9. In addition to the Holiday Fun Fair and Lighted Parade on Saturday, December 
7, 2024, the Palo Verde Needles Center and community partners are hosting the 
Festival of Trees at 725 W. Broadway with this year’s theme honoring veterans. 
The community is invited to vote for their favorite tree and enjoy festive activities, 
including free Santa pictures from 12 p.m. to 3 p.m. IEHP will also be giving away 
gifts from 12 p.m. to 2 p.m., and the event will feature the Needles Women’s Club 
bake sale, Santa’s Shop which features free photos with Santa, and more holiday 
fun. For any questions, please contact Talana Wade at 760-326-5033 or 
talana.wade@paloverde.edu. Don’t miss this exciting celebration! 

 
10. The City of Needles extends its heartfelt gratitude to the San Bernardino County 

Sheriff's Department Colorado River Station, in collaboration with the Needles 
Police, for their ongoing efforts to slow down speeding drivers and enhance public 
safety. A few years ago, the City Council invested in a law enforcement trailer 
designed for multi-functional purposes, including speed awareness, message 
posting, and license plate reading. Through our close partnership with the Sheriff's 
Department, we proactively address areas of concern brought to our attention by 
the community. The attached image highlights this equipment being utilized along 
Highway 95 and in other critical areas, such as the school district and residential 
streets like Casa Linda. In addition, residents should be aware of updates under AB 
1096, clarifying regulations for electric bicycles (refer to the attached California E-
Bike Law). E-bike riders are encouraged to follow posted speed limits, ensure 
proper use of bike lanes, and always prioritize pedestrian safety. Thank you to the 
Sheriff's Department and Needles Police for their dedication to making our streets 
safer for everyone and the community for staying informed and engaged in 
promoting safety. 
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11. The city thanks Inland Empire Health Plan (IEHP) and Tri-State Community
Healthcare Clinic for generously providing turkeys to 75 Needles residents just in
time for Thanksgiving. Thank you for supporting our community this holiday season!
SAVE THE DATE: Tri-State Community Healthcare Clinic is hosting a Holiday
Health Fair on December 21, 2024, from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. at 820 W. Broadway
Street. Stay tuned for more details!

12. This holiday season, the San Bernardino County Sheriff's Department is proud to
bring you two excellent opportunities to spread holiday cheer and give back to our
community through the Senior Angel Tree and Children's Angel Tree programs.
• Senior Angel Tree: Located at City Hall (817 3rd Street), this program invites

community members to pick a name off the tree and provide a special gift to a
senior in need. Gifts will be hand-delivered by the Sheriff's Department. Please
attach your wrapped gift with the Angel Tag to the drop-off location by
December 16, 2024. Contact Misti Hunt at (760) 326-9207 or mhunt@sbcsd.org
for assistance.

• Children's Angel Tree: In partnership with the Colorado River Sheriff's and
Needles Police, this program supports local children in need. Visit the lobby at
1401 Bailey Ave. to select a tag and fulfill a child's wish. Wrapped gifts with the
Angel Tag attached must be returned by December 13, 2024. Gifts will be hand
delivered the week of December 16–20. Please contact Michelle Advocate at
(760) 326-9215 for questions.

These programs offer a heartwarming way to bring joy to seniors and children in our 
community. Join us in making this holiday season unforgettable for those in need. 
Thank you for your kindness and generosity! Refer to the attached flyers for 
additional information.  

13.  City Hall will be closed on Thursday, November 28, and Friday, November 29, 
2024, in observance of Thanksgiving, with regular operations resuming on Monday, 
December 2, 2024, at 8:30 AM. For emergencies during the closure, residents can 
contact City Staff at 760-326-5700, and our after-hours answering service will 
promptly direct calls to the appropriate staff member. Refer to the attached flyer 
which has been posted on the front door of City Hall for public awareness.

14.  IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES:
• December 3 – Duke Watkins Ribbon Cutting:  Join us at Duke Watkins Park 

(1500 Flip Mendez Pkwy) as we celebrate the completion of the Duke Watkins 
Park Improvement Project at 10am!

• Reminder: Local Hazard Mitigation Plan Survey Due Click here to fill out a 
survey and here for more information. Help us build safer and more resilient 
Needles!

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc_91zOzJQmKg2EICx4IXwDDBM5b3dkA1PkqK72ENE7fjPOBA/viewform
https://cityofneedles.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/Project-Website-Content.pdf


1. PACIFIC CLINICS OPEN HOUSE



@PacificClinics

Clubhouse
Program

Promoting wellness, resiliency
and recovery in a safe

environment with a friendly
atmosphere

Must be over 18 years of age and provide
verification or a reasonable indicator of past or
present lived experience with a mental health
condition. Members must be able to care for
themselves and benefit from the program.

There is no cost to be a member and no insurance is
required.

Learn self-care and positive
coping skills
Wi-Fi/computers access
Assistance finding local
resources
Achieve wellness and reach
recovery goals
Support groups
Access to engaging peer-led and
support groups
Group activities
Crafts, games and celebrations

1060 E. Broadway Street
Needles, CA 92363
626.753.8725
Sonia.Vicario@PacificClinics.org

Contact Info

Become a member

Member Benefits
We help our members to develop skills that promote
overall health and well-being. Through education,
peer support and personalized guidance, we
empower members to take control of their health
and achieve meaningful recovery. Our goal is to
support members in living full, satisfying lives as they
progress on their recovery journey. We build a path
to improve mental health and wellness.
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4. INTERTIE PROJECT" 



NOT
ACCEPTED

BULKY WASTE
DROP-OFF EVENT

*CITY OF NEEDLES RESIDENTS ONLY*

FREE DISPOSAL OF TRASH & BULKY ITEMS

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Rainie Torrance,  rtorrance@cityofneedles.com,  760-326-2115 ext 140

• Hazardous Waste of any kind
• Commercial Waste
• Industrial Waste from businesses
• Motor Oil/Used Filters
• Household Cleaners
• Sharp Objects/Needles
• Fluorescent Tubes
• Space Heaters
• Musical Cards
• Radioactive Wastes
• Non-Sharp Medical Waste
• Wastes from foreclosed properties
• Auto & Household Batteries
• Pesticides & Fertilizers

• TV’s & Computer Monitors
• Microwave Ovens
• Stereos or Radios
• Clothes Irons
• Medical Waste
• Tire/Appliances
• Non-Sharp Medical Waste
• Antifreeze
• Medications
• CPU’s & Printers
• Telephone/Cellphones
• VCRs/DVD Player
• Asbestos
• Air Conditioners

Saturday, 
January 25th, 2025

- 8 am to noon -
Event will end earlier 
if container equipment is full

SEE LIST BELOW FOR WHAT IS  NOT ACCEPTED

Locations: Gates (Safari Drive), North K (Near Underpass), 
Vista (Nikki Bunch Ball Field), & Cibola (Robuffa) Subdivisions

7. COMMUNITY CLEAN UP

tel:760-326-2115;126


 

10. "SBCSD SPEED AWARENESS 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



City Hall :, 

817 Jrd Street 

*DROP OFF LOCATION* 
San Bernardino County Sheriff's Department� � 140\ Bailey Ave. � ._. Needles, CA 

(Located in the hospital parking lot) 

12. ANGEL & SENIOR TREE









THIS OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED THURSDAY 
NOVEMBER 28TH AND FRIDAY 

 NOVEMBER 29TH TO CELEBRATE 
THANKSGIVING. WE WILL REOPEN ON  

MONDAY DECEMBER 2, 2024, AT 8:30 A.M. 

13. CITY HALL CLOSED


